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Married daughter
entitled to compas-

sionate job: SC
New Delhi, Agency:

Supreme Court Tuesday ruled that
a dependent married daughter
could not be excluded from the
definition of 'family' and would be
entitled to seek employment or
allotment of a ration shop if any of
her parents died in harness.A
bench of Justices P S Narasimha
and Alok Aradhe faulted a provi-
sion of a UP govt order relating to
allotment of PDS shop on depend-
ent quota for excluding married
daughters from the definition of
'family' and said it breached the
doctrine of equality embedded in
the constitutional framework.
"Exclusion of a married daughter
from the definition of 'family' can-
not be sustained," it said.

Writing the judgment, Justice
Aradhe said marital status bore no
rational nexus to the status of
dependency and the object of
compassionate appointment or
allotment of ration shops, which is
to enable the family to overcome
financial hardship caused due to
death of the bread earner.

The bench said marriage nei-
ther extinguished the bond
between a daughter and her
parental family nor furnished a
valid basis to presume absence of
dependency. The UP govt order
included "unmarried, legally sepa-
rated and widowed daughters" as
dependents. 

New Delhi, Agency:
In search of a new expan-
sive definition of 'Aravali
hills and ranges' after
dropping the earlier court-
accepted controversial
100m height criteria,
Supreme Court has
entrusted the task to a
five-member high-pow-
ered committee that'll
include experts from Indian
Council of Forestry Research &
Education, Forest Survey of
India and Geological Survey of
India. A bench of CJI Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and Vipul M Pancholi said while
the DG of ICFRE will be ex-offi-
cio chairperson, the other mem-
bers would be FSI ex-DG
Subhash Ashutosh, GSI's former
director Rajendra K Sharma,
MoEF ex-joint secretary Brij
Mohan Singh Rathore and
Ashok K Bhatnagar, former head
of botany, DU. The committee is
to submit its report by Aug 31.

Environmentalists, two of
whom are petitioners in the
case, asked how a panel led by a
bureaucrat who reports to govt
could fulfil the objective of a
"fair, impartial and independ-
ent" assessment.Committee to
assess impact of 'regulated min-
ing' in newly-marked Aravali
areas The committee is mandat-
ed mainly to examine the ecolog-
ical validity of both the
100metre elevation and 500-
metre gap criteria applied by the
earlier panel's report, which was
accepted by SC in its Nov 20 last
year judgment. The CJI-led
bench had stayed the operation

of that definition.
HPC would examine "whether

the widely publicised criticism
asserting that only 1,048 hills
out of 12,081 in Rajasthan meet
the 100-metre elevation thresh-
old, thereby stripping the
remaining lower ranges of envi-
ronmental protection, is factual-
ly and scientifically accurate".

Importantly, HPC will analyse
"whether 'sustainable mining' or
'regulated mining' within the
newly demarcated Aravali areas,
notwithstanding regulatory
oversight, would result in any
adverse ecological conse-
quences" and also carry out a
detailed identification of the ter-
ritories that would be excluded
from protection under the new
definition of Aravali, keeping in
view its ecosystem and biodiver-
sity. The bench said, "HPC is
expected to objectively assess
the implications of the measures
contemplated and assist this
court in determining whether
their implementation may give
rise to ecological, environmen-
tal, or other consequences that
may subsequently prove diffi-
cult, if not impossible, to
reverse."

SC sets up expert panel on Aravalis
petitioners question its independencePRABHAT HEADLINE

Jhunjhunu. During a
meeting of the Jhunjhunu
branch of the Marwari Yuva
Manch, the new Executive
Committee for the 2026-27
term was unanimously con-
stituted, and the framework
for upcoming social activi-
ties was outlined. The meet-
ing, organized under the
leadership of the branch's
former Provincial
President, Harish Tulsyan,
was presided over by the
Manch President, Ankit
Poddar.

Responsibilities within
the new Executive
Committee were assigned
as follows: President Ankit
Poddar; Secretary CA
Saurabh Ringsia; Treasurer
CA Prashant Tulsyan; Vice
Presidents Ankit

Chudelawala and Rahul
Khandelia; Deputy
Secretaries Gopal Jalan,
Akash Agarwal, and Sachin
Jhunjhunuwala; and
Patron Members Harish
Tulsyan, Dr. D.N. Tulsyan,
Rajesh Kejdiwal, Pradeep
Poddar, and Nirmal Modi.

Ankit Poddar Elected President of Marwari Yuva Manch

Civic Felicitation of State Secretary Chandwa
PRABHAT HEADLINE 

Mandawa. The entire community accorded a
civic felicitation to Mahendra Chandwa, the newly
appointed State Secretary of the BJP OBC
Morcha. Expressing his gratitude to all communi-
ty members, elders, and party workers, State
Secretary Chandwa stated that this honor is not
merely a personal tribute to him, but rather a trib-
ute to every worker, youth, and the collective
strength of the Mandawa region—a force that has
consistently prioritized national interest, social
welfare, and the interests of the organization above all else. Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the nation is steadily advancing towards continuous development
and self-reliance. He called upon the youth to play an active role in nation-building, foster-
ing social harmony, and engaging in positive politics. 

New Delhi, Agency: At
least 565 Indian peacekeep-
ers, including 53 women,
serving with the UN Mission
in South Sudan (UNMISS)
have been honoured for their
dedication and commitment
to protecting civilians and
supporting peacebuilding
efforts in the conflict-affect-
ed country. 

The peacekeepers were
recognised for their efforts in
"protecting civilians through
patrols, community engage-
ment, veterinary camps,
women's self-defence train-
ing, combating gender vio-
lence, and improving
humanitarian access", the
UN body said.

Blue Helmets refers to
military personnel, police
officers and civilian experts
serving under the opera-
tional command of the UN
peacekeeping forces.

Praising the awards, the
Permanent Mission of India
to the UN congratulated the
Indian contingent. "Indian
Blue Helmets have consis-
tently upheld the highest
standards of professionalism
in all their spheres of opera-
tion," the mission said in a
social media post. India is
the second largest contribu-
tor of uniformed personnel
to UN peacekeeping opera-
tions, after Nepal.

It currently contributes
more than 4,200 military
and police personnel, includ-
ing 155 women, across mis-
sions in Abyei, the Central
African Republic, Cyprus,
Congo, Lebanon, the Middle
East, Somalia, South Sudan
and Western Sahara. Nearly
180 Indian peacekeepers
have lost their lives in the
line of duty, the highest num-
ber among troop-contribut-
ing countries.

Over 550 Indian peacekeepers in South
Sudan awarded UN Medal of Honour
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Chirawa. The Balaji Cricket
Tournament concluded with a
ceremonial closing ceremony
held at the Sheopura sports
ground. Prior to the conclusion,
the final match took place. After
winning the toss and electing to
bat first, the AU Bank Chirawa
team set a target of 136 runs in

10 overs. 
The Nandi Gaushala team

successfully chased this target,
scoring 137 runs to win the
match by 9 wickets. BJP leader
Suresh Bhukar served as the
Chief Guest for the closing cere-
mony. He presented awards to
the winning Nandi Gaushala
team and the runner-up, AU
Bank Chirawa. 

Nandi Gaushala Wins Balaji
Cricket Tournament

New Delhi, Agency:  NTA on
Tuesday scrambled to patch up
vulnerabilities in its NEETUG
portal which were highlighted by a
teen "cyber security researcher",
who warned that the chink could
potentially be exploited to hack
sensitive information.

There was a weakness that had
briefly affected the website but it
has since been fixed, NTA sources
told Media on a day a barrage of
cyber attacks was unleashed on
CBSE's website.

Rylen Anil, identifying himself
as a 16 year-old "cyber security
researcher", sounded the warning
on X. Interestingly, he is followed
by the NTA administration.

The agency, reeling under criti-
cism over the paper leak, moved
fast to plug the crack which could
have po-tentially helped outsiders

access details linked to examina-
tion observers, centre coordina-
tors and test centres - including
names, mobile numbers and email
addresses. Sources, in the agency
acknowledged the repair job, but
stopped short of endorsing Anil's
statement about the damage it
could have caused.

Anil alleged that the vul-nera-
bilities may have enabled actions
such as exporting internal records,
generating appointment letters,
modifying observer data, upload-
ing templates and managing
administrative mappings linked to
the examination process, trigger-
ing concern among students, par-
ents and cybersecurity observers.

As screenshots and allegations
circulated online, several users
reported that the re-examination
portal link had temporarily
stopped working and was display-
ing a "404 Not Found" message.
The development further fuelled
speculation online regarding pos-
sible backend intervention or
emergency technical changes. In
the evening, NTA officials main-
tained necessary corrective meas-
ures were implemented and the
portal was functioning normally.

CBSE debacle: Teen 'cyber
security researcher' flags NTA

portal vulnerabilities

New Delhi, Agency:  Several
premises of industrialist Anil
Agarwal-led Vedanta Ltd in Delhi,
Mumbai and Udaipur were on
Monday searched by Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in a suspected

FEMA violation case involving trans-
actions related to brand royalty
between the UK-based Vedanta
Resources and its Indian subsidiary
Vedanta Ltd.

The enforcement agency officials
carried out a survey, searching for
evidence on suspected remittances
made in violation of Foreign
Exchange Management Act (FEMA).

A spokesperson for Vedanta said:
"We are extending full cooperation
to the authorities and are providing

all information sought. The compa-
ny remains committed to compli-
ance with all applicable laws and
regulations. As the matter is cur-
rently under regulatory process, we
are unable to comment further at
this stage."

Some of these remittances are for
the period around 2023. Any outward
remittance is subject to RBI's permis-
sion and can be made only after due
disclosure as prescribed under FEMA
rules. 

ED searches at Vedanta premises in three cities

BJP shares AI video mocking DK
Shivakumar ahead of Karnataka

swearing-in
New Delhi, Agency:  Ahead of

Congress leader DK Shivakumar's
oath-taking ceremony as Karnataka
chief minister on Wednesday, the
BJP launched a sharp attack on the
Congress government through a
series of posts on X, criticising and
alleging failures in governance. In an
AI-generated video shared late
Tuesday night, BJP Karnataka depicted DK Shivakumar
travelling in a SUV in waterlogged roads. In another post,
BJP Karnataka accused the Congress government of
neglecting farmers ahead of the monsoon season. The
party alleged that the state government had failed to
ensure the supply of adequate and quality seeds and fertil-
izers, while also not providing compensation to farmers
who suffered crop losses due to rain. "The state Congress
government has completely neglected farmers. It has
utterly failed to provide adequate, quality seeds and fertil-
izers to the food providers preparing for the monsoon,"
the BJP said, adding that farmers would continue to suffer
until such a government was removed from power.

Ladakh talks talk of the
town in Kashmir 

Srinagar, Agency:
Ladakh talks have become
talk of the town in Srinagar.

Former J&K CM and
PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti has written to CM
Omar Abdullah and all other
political parties urging them
to unite and make an appeal
to the prime minister and the
home minister, "to initiate a
meaningful and sustained
engagement with the people
of Jammu and Kashmir".

While she has urged the
CM to convene an all-party
meeting on the lines of

Ladakh, she has also sepa-
rately written to heads of
Congress, BJP, Peoples
Conference AAP, Awami
Ithaad Party, CPM, Panthers
Party as well as civil society
groups, including Pandit and
Sikh Community represen-
tatives, asking them to set
aside differences in and get
united.


