
SHAJUPHILIP
KOCHI, JULY4

THE KERALA Health
DepartmentFridaysoundedan
alertagainst theNipahvirusaf-
ter two suspected cases of the
deadly zoonotic disease were
detected in two districts.
Health Minister Veena

George said the alert has been
sounded in Kozhikode,
Malappuram and Palakkad in
connection with cases re-
ported from Palakkad and
Malappuramdistricts.
“Viruswasdetected in tests

conducted at the government

medical college in Kozhikode.
Samples were despatched to
NIV-Pune for final confirma-
tion as per the protocol.
However, containment meas-
ureshavebeen initiatedand26
committees each have been
formed in these threedistricts.
Containment zones will be fi-
nalized in thesedistrictsbycol-
lectors,’’ she said.
One suspectedcasewas re-

ported from Kozhikode med-
ical college,where an18-year-
old woman from Mankada in
Malappuram district died on
July1 followingbrainhaemor-
rhage.
Doctors and other staff at

the medical college who
treated the woman have been
quarantined. The second case
was reported at Nattukal in
Palakkad,wherea38-year-old
woman is undergoing treat-
ment at a private hospital at
Perinthalmanna in Palakkad.
The sourceof infection is yet to
be ascertained in both cases.
InMay this year, a 42-year-

old woman in Malappuram
district was tested positive for
Nipah, adeadly zoonotic virus.
The woman, who was admit-
ted with symptoms of en-
cephalitis, was later cured of
the disease.
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NIKHILAHENRY
HYDERABAD, JULY4

CONGRESS PRESIDENT
Mallikarjun Kharge asked the
BJP Friday why it had included
the words “socialist and secu-
lar” in the party constitution
when leaders of the Rashtriya
SwayamsevakSanghwerecall-
ing for their removal from the
Preamble.
At a public meeting at-

tended by Congress workers
from across Telangana, Kharge
readoutArticle IIof theBJPcon-
stitutionwhichread:“TheParty
shall bear true faith and alle-
giance to the Constitution of
India as by lawestablished and
to the principles of socialism,
secularismanddemocracyand
would uphold the sovereignty,
unity and integrity of India”.
Commemorating50yearsof

the imposition of the
Emergency at an event last
month, RSS general secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale called for
a discussion on whether the
words “socialist” and “secular”
should remain in the Preamble

of the Constitution because
“theywere added later”.
Without naming Hosabale,

Kharge,whowasspeakingatan
event called 'Jai Bapu, Jai Bhim,
Jai Samvidhan', said: “Now an
RSSwala wants to change the
preambleof theconstitutionby
removing the words secular
and socialist. I challenge you,
BJP, (PrimeMinister Narendra)
Modi, (Home Minister Amit)
Shahandeveryone.Noonecan
changeorremovethis(fromthe
constitution). It ismychallenge.
Youwon’t be able to do so”.
Criticising the current BJP

rule in the Centre, Kharge said:
“Modijihasvisited42countries,

but he has not visited our own
Manipur.Manipurwhere rape,
violence is happening. Why is
Modi silent about Manipur?
RahulGandhi and Iwent there.
Modi has not evenpeeped into
Manipur toseewhat’shappen-
ing there”.
About the Pahalgam terror

attack, Kharge said: “We had
stood behind the country and
the soldiers of the country
when the terror attack hap-
pened. ButwhydidModi leave
the war in the middle? He did
not make use of the chance he
got tosquarewithPakistan,”he
said.
ComingdownheavilyonUS

President Donald Trump’s an-
nouncement that he “brought
peace” between India and
Pakistan, Kharge said, “Why is
Modi silent about Trump’s an-
nouncement”.
Headdedthat India’s foreign

policyhasmadeenemiesoutof
countries everywhere. He
added, “Wewill teachBJPa les-
son. The Congress party will
come to power in the
Centre…Modi and Shah will
leaveDelhiwhenthishappens”.

HIMANSHUHARSH
PATNA, JULY4

AWEEKafterhernewhusband
was shot dead by unidentified
assailants, Gunja had unex-
pected visitors at her doorstep.
It was the police, which had
cometoarresther for allegedly
plotting the murder with her
uncle,withwhomsheallegedly
hadbeenhaving an affair.
On July2,Gunja, 30,wasar-

restedforthemurderPriyanshu
Kumar, a 31-year-old farmer
from Barwan in Bihar’s
Aurangabaddistrict. According
to the police, she had been in a
relationshipwith JeevanSingh,
the husband of her paternal
aunt, for a few years and had
been forced into a marriage
withPriyanshu.
The suspects Gunja and

Singh had allegedly hired hit-

men andhave beenbooked for
murder.Twootherpeoplehave
beenarrested, but Singh is cur-
rently on the run, police said.
At the time of the murder,

Priyanshu and Gunja had been
married for45days. Police said
Priyanshuwas onhiswayback
from visiting a cousin at UP’s
Chandaulidistrictwhenhewas
killed about 1 km away from
Lembokhapvillage on June24.
He was riding amotorcycle

back home with two of his
friends when the shooting oc-
curred.
“Around7:30intheevening,

unidentified assailants opened
fire on him on the road,” his
younger brother Himanshu
said.
Priyanshu was taken to the

Referral Hospital in Nabinagar
where he died during treat-
ment.Aweeklater, aspecial in-
vestigation team arrested

Gunja.
“Duringprobe, theSITfound

that her uncle had previously
broken off several of Gunja’s
marriage proposals,” said
AurangabadSPAmbrishRahul.
It was Singh who allegedly

hired the hitmen after Gunja
provided him with her hus-
band’s travelplans.Meanwhile,
two other suspects —
Jayashankar Chaubey and
Mukesh Sharma – allegedly
provided SIM cards to the
shooters, he said. “During
probe, Gunja confessed to her
involvement, stating that she
hadbeen ina relationshipwith
her uncle for fifteen years and
was unhappy with her mar-
riage,” he said.
“All threeaccusedhavebeen

remanded to judicial custody,
while efforts are ongoing to ar-
rest JeevanSinghandother ab-
sconding suspects.”

Why party constitution has
socialist and secular, Kharge
asks BJP amid Preamble row

Congresspresident
MallikarjunKharge

In Bihar, woman held for killing
husband over ‘affair’ with uncle

Kerala sounds Nipah alert
after cases in Palakkad
and Malappuram

ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEWDELHI, JULY4

THERE IS no link between the
Covid-19vaccine anddeaths in
young people from cardiac ar-
rest, claimed an ongoing study
beingconductedbyAIIMS,New
Delhi. These deaths were pri-
marily attributed to coronary
artery disease (CAD) linked to
poor lifestyle choices.
These preliminary findings

are part of an interim
report based on a study, titled
“Establishing the cause in sud-
den unexplained deaths in
young’,whichAIIMSisconduct-
ing in collaboration with the
Indian Council of Medical
Research.
On Thursday, doctors in-

volved in the study said the
cause of death among the
youngpopulationwasCAD.
Addressing the risk factor

around Covid vaccination, Dr
San-jay Rai, Professor of
Community Medicine, said
there was a huge benefit from
vaccination.“Acertainrisk isal-
wayspresent,which iswhywe
do a risk and benefit analysis
before starting any vaccina-
tion,” he added. Dr Rai was the
principal investigator of the
vaccine safety (phases 1 & 2)
andeffectiveness(phase3) trial
at AIIMS.
Dr Abhishek Yadav,

Professorof ForensicMedicine,
said the study began in 2023
with a sample size of 300
medico-legal cases of sudden
deaths. Post-mortems in these
caseswereconductedintheAI-
IMS Forensic Medicine
Department. “These people
were between the ages of 18
and 45 years and 45 and 60
years... almost all of them had
taken the Covid vaccine,” he
said.

DrSudheerArava,Professor,
Department of Pathology,who
was involved in the study, said
the biggest problemwas coro-
naryarterydisease—morethan
50% of those who died of the
diseasehadahistoryof alcohol
consumption and smoking.
Almostallof themhadevidence
of theCovid-19vaccine—either
asingle,doubleorboosterdose.
Explaininghowtheyarrived

at the findings, Dr Yadav said,
“We first did a verbal autopsy
where we noted down the pa-
tient’s detailed history, stress,
habits,etc.Wethendidavirtual
autopsy and later a traditional
autopsy,whereweinvestigated
every organ in the body. We
then did a histopathological
analysis of organs using mi-
croscopy.”
“We examined every organ

alongwith the forensicdepart-
ment and conducted whole
bodyscansandexaminations...

So any of the secondary causes
wewouldhavepickedupmight
have caused the death of these
people,” addedDrArava.
Dr Arava further said two-

thirds of cardiovascular causes
were atherosclerosis (plaque
buildup inside the arteries).
“The less commoncauseswere
congenital heart problems, the
heartvesselsnotbeingstraight,
theoriginalvesselsbeingsmall,
and heart infections. All these
problems were in less than 5%
of the total sample size,” he
added.
He further said, looking at

thepatternofdeaths, thereisno
difference between the pre-
Covid era and the post-Covid
era. “Vaccination has no role to
play. The sudden deaths were
happening pre-Covid too. The
only thing that changed is that
wehavebecomemore aware.”
Dr Ambuj Roy, Professor,

Cardiology, who was a part of

the study, said vaccines act as a
protectivefactoragainstcardiac
complicationsofCovid.Theyre-
duced venous thrombosis or
clotting inveinsby80%,arterial
clotting, which leads to heart
and brain attacks, by 50% and
also reduced heart failure by
50%.
According to Dr Rajiv

Narang, Professor and Head,
Cardiology, the risk factors in-
clude smoking, which is easily
preventable.
“In the maximum number

of heart attack caseswherewe
have to conduct angioplasty,
smoking was the most com-
mon factor. The other risks are
diabetes; high blood pressure
and high cholesterol; psycho-
social stresswhich leads to ab-
normal hormone release; and
abdominal obesity. Protective
factors includeexercisingregu-
larly and consuming fruits and
vegetables,” he said.

‘Sudden cardiac arrest in youth not tied to Covid vaccine’
AIIMSSTUDYFINDS

NewDelhi: In an earlymorning
robbery on June 21, thieves al-
legedlyhackedintothesecurity
systemofacar—worthoverRs
20 lakh — parked outside a
house in South Delhi’s
Safdarjung Enclave and drove
away with the vehicle in less
thanaminute.

Theownerof thecar,Rishab
Chauhan, uploaded the CCTV
camera footage of the alleged
theft that tookplaceat4.50am
on his social media pagewith
the title ‘Rs20 lakhstolen in60
seconds’, and it soonwentviral
withover threemillionviews.
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