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New Delhi, Agency: he
Madras High Court on Friday
asked the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment again to explain its
repeated failure to permit the
lighting of the Karthigai
Deepam lamp atop the
Deepathoon, the ancient
stone lamp pillar on
Thiruparankundram hill in
Madurai district.

The Deepatohoon issue has
become contentious after
authorities refused permis-
sion for the lighting ceremony
despite successive high court
orders.

The development came on
a day when the Tamil Nadu
government also moved the
Supreme Court, mentioning
its special leave petition
before Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, seeking urgent
hearing of its challenge to the
High Court’s directions per-

mitting devotees to light the
lamp.

The CJI asked the State to
get its plea numbered and
listed, after the petitioner’s
counsel accused the State of
“staging a drama” to signal to
the Madurai bench that the
matter had now reached the
apex court.

Back in the Madurai bench,
Justice GR Swaminathan
began hearing a contempt
petition against the Madurai
Collector, the City Police
Commissioner and the
Executive Officer of the
Arulmighu Subramania
Swamy Temple, after he was
informed that district author-
ities and local police had
blocked devotees from reach-
ing the hill on December 4,
despite his clear instructions
issued on December 1 and
reiterated over the following

days.
Advocate RM Arun

Swaminathan, appearing for
the petitioner devotees, told
the court that authorities had
“surrounded devotees”,
threatened arrests and
detained more than 300 peo-
ple in a marriage hall on
Thursday evening, just hours
after the court had directed

that the lamp be lit and that
adequate security arrange-
ments be provided.

“We went as per the court
order. The Deputy Commis
sioner violated it. They said
Section 144 is still in force and
that they will move the
Supreme Court,” he said,
accusing the State of being
“adamant” and of blatantly

refusing to follow the law. He
sought that the State Home
department also be made a
party to the proceedings.

Justice Swaminathan
declined to widen the scope of
the contempt plea but direct-
ed the State to file its report.
He also instructed the CISF
commandant—who had
accompanied the petitioners
on December 4 in compliance
with the High Court’s earlier
order—to file a detailed report
on how they were obstructed
from lighting the lamp.

Appearing for the State,
Additional Advocate General
J Ravindran, and senior advo-
cate Vikas Singh for the
Madurai police commission-
er, maintained that there was
no intention to disobey the
court, but said circumstances
on the ground made compli-
ance impossible.

Singh said he was ready to
explain “why compliance was
not possible” and confirmed
that the State and the
Commissioner had
approached the Supreme
Court against the division
bench order that had upheld
Justice Swaminathan’s
December 1 direction.

Justice Swaminathan
adjourned the contempt pro-
ceedings to December 9.

The Deepathoon issue,
which began as a simple peti-
tion by a group of devotees
seeking permission to light
the Karthigai Deepam lamp,
has now escalated into a polit-
ical-religious flashpoint in
Tamil Nadu.

Justice Swaminathan per-
mitted devotees to light the
lamp on December 1, calling
the ritual an integral part of
Tamil culture.

Explain repeated failure over Deepam lig-
hting, asks Madras HC as state moves SC

New Delhi, Agency:
air quality remained “very
poor” on Friday, even as the
minimum temperature of
5.6°C was four degrees
below normal and the sea-
son’s lowest for a second
day.'

Isolated cold wave condi-
tions were expected to per-
sist in parts of northwest
India until December 5 due
to cold northwesterly winds
from snow-clad mountains
to the plains.

On Thursday, the mercu-
ry also dipped to 5.6°C and
6.4°C a day earlier. The
minimum temperature of
5.7°C on December 1 was
the coldest start to the
month since at least 2011.
By this time last year, the
lowest minimum had been
8°C on November 26. In
2023, it was 9.5°C on
November 29. In 2022, the
lowest minimum tempera-

ture until December 5 was
7.6°C (December 5).

Private forecaster
Skymet Weather vice presi-
dent Mahesh Palawat said
strong cold northwesterly
winds are impacting the

plains, including Delhi-
National Capital Region.
“These strong winds are
also impacting AQI [Air
Quality Index] to an extent,
not letting it rise rapidly,”
he said. An AQI of 323 (very

poor) was recorded at 8am
on Friday, compared to 304
(very poor) at 4pm on
Thursday. The AQI was
expected to stay in the “very
poor” range until at least
December 7.

Delhi’s air quality remains ‘very poor’; min
temp 4 degrees below normal at 5.6°C New Delhi, Agency: Rajya

Sabha Nominated MP Sudha
Murty on Friday urged the gov-
ernment to set norms on the
portrayal of children on social
media platforms, as it is essen-
tial to inculcate a good value sys-
tem among the younger genera-
tion.

Raising the issue during the
Zero Hour, she expressed seri-
ous concern about how children
are being depicted on social
media, and cited regulations on
the portrayal of children from
several advanced countries like
France.

"Children are our future, and
we should develop our children
in a good value system, good
education, sports and many
other activities," Murty said.
She stated that social media has
now become very popular and
there are many advantages, but
there are also flip sides to it.

Many parents expose their
innocent children on social
media platforms, she said.

"...they are exposed to differ-
ent types of costumes, dress,

commercialisation, and put
them on social media so that
they can have 10,000, 1 million
and half a million followers.
This will help them (parents)
financially a lot, I am aware of
it, but what happens to the
child?" she asked.

Murty said the children
become a source of income to
parents, but it affects the child's
psychology in the long term.

"The child will lose inno-
cence. The child does not give
permission because the child is
not aware of it. It will affect the
children's psychology. They will
not learn how to do any social
activity, or sports, or even
receive a good education," she
observed.

Murty requested the Central
Government to regulate this.

She noted that the govern-
ment has done fantastic work in
regulating the portrayal of chil-
dren in advertisements and the
film industry."You are regulat-
ing in the advertisement, chil-
dren's advertisement, children
working or acting in a film. 

Sudha Murty urges govt to set norms on por-
trayal of children on social media platforms

New Delhi, Agency:
Following the chaos caused
by Indio flight cancellations
at various airports, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) withdrew
the new weekly roster
norms on Friday.

“In view of the ongoing
operational disruptions and
representations received

from various airlines
regarding the need to
ensure continuity and sta-
bility of operations...the
instruction contained in the
referenced paragraph that
no leave shall be substituted
for weekly rest is hereby
withdrawn with immediate
effect," DGCA said in a noti-
fication.

DGCA withdraws new pilot rest nor-
ms after IndiGo cancellation chaos

New Delhi, Agency: The
ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the electoral
rolls in Gujarat has revealed that
more than 17 lakh deceased voters
were still included in the existing
voter list across the state, a
release by the office of the Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) has stat-
ed.

According to the release issued
on Thursday, the SIR exercise
started in Gujarat on November 4
with booth-level officers (BLOs)
distributing enumeration forms
in their designated areas.

The campaign will continue till
December 11.

"In the last one month, enu-
meration forms have been distrib-
uted to more than five crore vot-
ers registered in the 2025 elec-
toral roll. In most of the 33 dis-
tricts, 100 per cent of the distribu-
tion has been completed. Work on
digitising the returned forms is
currently underway. So far, the
digitisation work has been com-

pleted in 12 out of 182 assembly
constituencies," it said.These
include Dhanera and Tharad of
Banaskantha district, Limkheda
and Dahod (ST) of Dahod district,
Bayad of Aravalli district, Dhoraji,
Jasdan and Gondal of Rajkot dis-
trict, Keshod of Junagadh district,
Mehmadabad of Kheda district,
Khambhat of Anand district and
Jalalpore of Navsari district.Dang
district is at the forefront in this
work with 94.35 per cent digitisa-
tion of the counting forms, said
the release."During this exercise,
it was revealed that 17 lakh
deceased voters were still includ-
ed in the electoral roll across the
state. More than 6.14 lakh voters
were found absent from their
addresses. It has been noticed
that more than 30 lakh voters
have permanently migrated," the
release said.BLOs found more
than 3.25 lakh voters in the
"repeated" category, which means
that their names figured at more
than one place, the release stated.

Over 17 lakh dead voters found on elec-
toral rolls in Gujarat during SIR

New Delhi, Agency: The Kerala State Film
Development Corporation (KSFDC) has begun an internal
inquiry after CCTV visuals of one of its theatres in
Thiruvananthapuram city were seen circulating on porn
websites and Telegram channels.

The visuals, dating back to 2023, are from the inside of
the Kairali-Sree-Nila theatres, man-
aged by KSFDC, in the heart of
Thiruvananthapuram city. The three
theatres are located within a simple
compound in the Thampanoor
neighbourhood. Purportedly, the
visuals contain intimate scenes of
couples inside the theatres.

Priyadarshan PS, managing direc-
tor, KSFDC, said the film body has
taken the issue seriously. Private
forecaster Skymet Weather vice
president Mahesh Palawat said
strong cold northwesterly winds are
impacting the plains, including
Delhi-National Capital Region.
“These strong winds are also impact-
ing AQI [Air Quality Index] to an
extent, not letting it rise “We have
been able to identify thatIsolated
cold wave conditions were expected
to persist in parts of northwest India

until  visuals (currently leaked) are dated December 10,
2023. There are multiple ways by which the CCTV footage
may have got out. One, it could be through the cloud system
holding the visuals (where someone deliberately leaked it).
Or else, it could be a case of hacking. We are exploring all
angles,” Priyadarshan told local media.

Probe ordered into leak of explicit CCTV videos from Kerala theatre


