
c m y b

c m y b

THE TRIBUNE04 CHANDIGARH | SATURDAY | 6 DECEMBER 2025PUNJAB

Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, December 5
Alleging breakdown of demo-
cratic norms, Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Punjab Assembly
Partap Singh Bajwa on Friday
approached the High Court,
seeking extension of the last
date for the filing of nomina-
tion papers for the zila parishad
and block samiti elections.

He asserted that wide-
spread incidents of tearing,
snatching and destruction of
nomination forms on Decem-
ber 4 had prevented several
candidates from filing valid
nominations. Bajwa sought
directions to the State Election
Commission to extend the
deadline and also to constitute
an independent monitoring
mechanism or appoint
observers to ensure peaceful,
fair and transparent polls. He
also pressed for an inquiry by
the CBI or any other Central
agency into the conduct of
Patiala SSP Varun Sharma, fol-
lowing the surfacing of alleged

audio recording purportedly
directing police personnel –
among other things – to dis-
rupt the nomination process.

In his petition, Bajwa main-
tained, “Numerous candidates
could not file the nomination
papers on the last date, Decem-
ber 4, as there were multiple
instances of snatching and
destroying of nomination
papers, cases of illegal deten-
tions, persons being waylaid
and picked up and candidates
not allowed to reach the venue
etc.”  “There were videos and
photos captured that showed
persons running away with
candidates’ nomination
papers, fights taking place,

brawls breaking out, candi-
dates not allowed to reach the
venue, NOCs not issued, and
officials concerned nowhere to
be found,” he added.

Calling the alleged miscon-
duct of the police “serious
one”, Bajwa  said, “If during
an election, the very police
that is supposed to ensure
free and fair elections would
start indulging in the abuse
of power, undermining the
law of the land and restrain-
ing the Opposition candi-
dates from filing nomination
papers, the faith of the people
would be shaken in the dem-
ocratic process. Therefore, it
is imperative that immediate
time-bound investigation is
initiated by a Central agency
in the matter concerned.” 

Advocate Arshpreet Khadi-
al appeared for Bajwa before
the Chief Justice to make an
oral mentioning. The
request was allowed by the
High Court and now the mat-
ter would be taken up on
December 8.

Mohit Khanna
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Patiala, December 5 
Under fire from Opposition
parties for allegedly aiding rul-
ing AAP in the run-up to the
zila parishad and block samiti
elections, the Patiala police
have registered six FIRs
involving accusations of the
snatching and tearing of nom-
ination papers. 

The FIRs come a day after
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
president Sukhbir Singh
Badal released an audio clip,
purportedly having a conver-
sation between Patiala SSP
Varun Sharma and other offi-
cers discussing ways to “block
Opposition candidates from
filing nominations”.

The Tribune could not inde-
pendently verify the veracity
of the recording.

The SAD has submitted a
written complaint to the State
Election Commission, seeking
the immediate suspension of
the officers named in the
audio and demanding a probe
by the CBI, NIA or any other
Central agency.

The controversy deepened
on Friday when the Patiala
police registered a case against
an “unidentified person”
caught on camera snatching
papers from a woman SAD
candidate in Ghanaur. 

Akali leader Sarabjeet Singh
Jhinjer released photographs
claiming the man seen fleeing
with the papers was an AAP
worker and photographed ear-
lier with Ghanaur MLA Gurlal
Singh. “Despite this, police
booked the accused as uniden-
tified,” claimed Jhinjer. 

Repeated attempts to con-
tact the MLA for comment
were unsuccessful.

According to police records,
six FIRs have been filed in dif-
ferent police stations over inci-
dents of snatching or tearing
of nomination papers. Only
two accused have been identi-
fied so far, while the rest
remain untraced. 

In Shambhu Kalan, the
returning officer reported a
video showing a man snatch-
ing papers from a woman out-
side the University College,
Ghanaur.  The Shambhu

police registered a case against
an unidentified person.

At Julkan, Inderjit Kaur of
Majra Khurd alleged that
three masked men intercept-
ed her and snatched her block
samiti nomination file.  A case
has been lodged against
unidentified accused.

In Patiala, locals nabbed Gur-
pal Singh of Jhandi village
after he allegedly tore nomina-
tion papers under the pretext
of checking documents. The
Tripuri police registered a case.

In Nabha, Congress candi-
date Gurmeet Kaur’s papers
were snatched and torn by two
unidentified men outside the
BDPO office. The Kotwali
police have initiated an inves-
tigation.   Two more cases were
registered in Samana. In one
of the cases, the accused was
identified as Hardeep Singh of
Kamalpur, who allegedly
snatched a candidate’s file at
the SDM office. 

In another incident at the
same office, an unidentified
man snatched and fled with
the nomination papers of Jag-
winder Singh of Bishanpura. 

Patiala police lodge six FIRs
over  ‘snatching’ of papers
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Ludhiana, December 5
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
president Sukhbir Singh
Badal on Friday urged Punjab
DGP Gaurav Yadav to register
a criminal case against Patiala
SSP Varun Sharma for alleged-
ly directing district police offi-
cers to “illegally detain Opposi-
tion candidates”. 

“We will not sit till we make
the SSP pay for taking the law
on to himself. We will file a for-
mal application against the SSP.
We will strive to get a free and
fair probe done into the confer-
ence call done by him to all dis-
trict police officers in which he
asked them to prevent Opposi-
tion candidates from reaching
government offices to file their
nominations by detaining them
at their residence or enroute
and even prevailing upon
returning officers not to accept
nomination papers of Opposi-
tion candidates,” he alleged.
“By doing so, the SSP has not
only violated the oath of his
office by acting as a stooge of
AAP but also the Constitu-
tion,” Sukhbir alleged.    

Sukhbir seeks
case against
Patiala SSP 

Bajwa moves HC, demands
extension of nomination date 

POLITICS RAGES OVER ZILA PARISHAD, BLOCK SAMITI POLLS

Chandigarh, December 5
Punjab Congress president
Amrinder Raja Warring on Fri-
day alleged that state’s ruling
AAP took gangsters’ help to
intimidate Opposition leaders
wanting to contest the zila
parishad and block samiti polls
scheduled for December 14.

He also accused the state
government of reducing the
Punjab Police from “being
custodians of law to the
watchman of the ruling par-
ty leaders”.

“Right form intimidating
candidates to forcibly prevent-
ing them from reaching the
nomination centres, the police
were being used openly to win
the elections, be it the Assem-
bly bypoll or panchayat elec-
tions,” he said. — TNS

Ruling AAP used
gangsters to
intimidate
Oppn: Warring   

Aman Sood
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Sangrur, December 5
Satwant Singh (name
changed), 64, visited the dis-
trict administrative complex to
check with the Sangrur ADC
(General) about an application
linked to a pending complaint. 

However, he was told by the
clerical staff that the Punjab
Government was yet to post
someone against this post
and the Sangrur Deputy
Commissioner was presently
managing the district with
only one ADC-level officer.

Even as local residents rue
the dearth of officials to resolve
their grievances, the Sangrur
District Administrative Com-
plex wears a deserted look.
Deputy Commissioner Rahul
Chaba has been juggling
offices and holding meetings.
He is supported by Sukhchain
Singh, ADC (RD), Sangrur,
who is the lone senior officer
presently working in this polit-
ically important district.

“The two officers are meet-
ing the public, holding
important meetings, attend-

ing video conferences,
attending meetings by sen-
iors in Chandigarh and also
attending to senior leaders
visiting the CM’’s city,” said
a junior-rung officer. “Some-
times we have no one to spare
if more than two Cabinet
ministers turn up or if there is
an important VVIP visit,”
stated an official in the dis-
trict administration.

The post of the ADC (G) San-
grur fell vacant after the gov-
ernment shifted Amit Bamby
as ADC (G) Barnala. Vikas Hira
was named as his replacement
on November 28. Interestingly
on the same date, Ankur
Mahindroo, who was posted
as ADC Khanna, was trans-
ferred to Sangrur instead of
Hira. However, Mahindroo
could not be relieved due to
the Zila Parishad and Pan-
chayat Samiti polls.

Public is also facing harass-
ment as the post of Regional
Transport Officer is vacant
ever since the transfer orders
of Naman Markan came last
week. Lal Vishwas Bains, who
was transferred here from

Nakodar, is yet to join the
office. Sources said he was yet
to be relieved from Nakodar.

“Almost 10 days ago, I had
met the RTO and explained
my problem pertaining to a
lost RC. Now I am told he is
transferred and the new offi-
cer is yet to join. I went to
complain to the DC, only to
be told that he is holding
meetings for the Zila
Parishad polls,” Gurpreet
Singh, a Sangrur resident,
told The Tribune. 

Further, the post of Assistant
Commissioner (General) is
also vacant. The government
had transferred Kirpal Vir
Singh to Sangrur, but it is
learnt that he was already on
leave and yet to join.

The charge of SDM Lehraga-
ga and Moonak is handled by a
single officer who has to shuf-
fle between the two important
subdivisions. The Executive
Officer of Sangrur Municipal
Council, which is in news for
open burning of garbage and
unattended garbage dumps,
has the additional charge of
Devigarh in Patiala.

Public works hit as top admn
posts vacant in Sangrur dist
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gurdaspur, December 5
The Railways have decided
to restart work on the 40-km
Qadian-Beas rail track, with
Minister of State Ravneet
Bittu ordering officials to
“unfreeze” the railway line
which was earlier put in the
“freeze” category following
technical issues relating to
alignment, land acquisition
and “petty politiking”.

Qadian-Beas rly
track ‘unfreezed’,
work to start soon

Raj Sadosh

Abohar, December 5
After initial hearing on
the new constitutional
petition on the alleged vio-
lation of visa rules by Sikh
pilgrim Sarabjit Kaur
from India, the Lahore
high court on Friday
issued a notice to the
state.

HC advocate Imtiaz
Rashid Qureshi confirmed
that the petition had been
resubmitted after remov-
ing the previous objec-
tions, which the HC fixed
for hearing before a single
bench today. The bench of
Justice Farooq Haider
issued a notice to the state
after the initial hearing
and sought its response
within two weeks.

It was mentioned in the
petition that Sarabjit Kaur
has been going to places
other than the scheduled
pilgrimage and continu-
ing to stay in Pakistan
despite the expiry of her
visa.

This petition has been
filed by former Member of
Punjab Assembly and for-
mer Parliamentary Secre-
tary for Human Rights
and Minority Affairs
Mahendra Pal Singh
through his lawyer Advo-
cate Ali Chengizi Sandhu.

The federal government,
Ministry of Interior, FIA,
Punjab government, Pak-
istan Sikh Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee and
Punjab Minority Affairs
Department have also
been made parties in the
petition.

According to the peti-
tion, Sarabjit Kaur, a
native of Muktsar district
of Indian Punjab, entered
Pakistan on November 4.
She was issued a 10-day
single-entry religious visa,
under which she was
restricted to only a few
specific pilgrimages —
such as Nankana Sahib,
Kartarpur, and approved
religious sites — until
November 13. 

The petition contended
that Sarabjit Kaur did not
comply with the pre-
scribed conditions of the
visa, travelled beyond the
pilgrimage limits, contin-
ued to stay in Pakistan
despite the expiry of the
visa which clearly fell
under the category of
overstay and violation of
Pakistani laws. It was also
claimed that Sarabjit Kaur
was facing fraud and
cheating cases in India,
hence, granting her a visa,
raised several serious
legal and security ques-
tions.

Lahore HC notice to state 
PAK VISA VIOLATION BY SARABJIT KAUR

Jupinderjit Singh
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Chandigarh, December 5
The BJP on Friday dis-
tanced itself from the now-
cancelled Ferozepur pro-
gramme marking 100 years
of the Gang Canal, with
state party chief Sunil
Jakhar saying  it was a “per-
sonal event” and not an offi-
cial party function.

The event was cancelled
on Thursday after some
Punjab BJP leaders report-
edly told the central party
leadership that the sharing
of riverwaters was an emo-
tive issue in the state and
farmers had been up in
arms in the past against the
water supply to Rajasthan
through the canal.

Jakhar said the party had
no role in organising the
event. “The Punjab BJP is
committed to safeguarding
interests of Punjab. No indi-
vidual will be permitted to
use the party platform for
anything that hurts Punjabi
sentiments,” Jakhar added.

According to party
sources, Jakhar had alerted
the BJP’s national leader-
ship about the sensitivity of
the issue. Several senior
leaders from Punjab also
spoke directly to party
national general secretary

BL Santosh, urging him to
stop the programme.

Late Thursday evening,
while on his way from the
Amritsar airport to Fer-
ozepur, Union Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal
received calls from the
Prime Minister’s Office and
the party high command
asking him to return to Del-
hi immediately, according to
a source.  He cancelled the
visit and returned.  

‘Unnecessary row created’
Ferozepur BJP leader Rana
Gurmeet Singh Sodhi  said
an unnecessary controversy
was created over the issue.

“Meghwal ji only wanted
to perform a puja at the
canal head to thank Pun-
jabis. Nothing political was
planned,” Sodhi claimed.

“It was a thanksgiving
function, not a provocative
one,” he added.

The Gang Canal, the foun-
dation stone for which was
laid in 1925, takes water
from the Sutlej in Punjab to
Rajasthan to irrigate large
tracts of farmland. The Con-
gress, which is Punjab’s
main Opposition, was quick
to slam the celebrations as a
blatant display of the BJP’s
disregard for Punjab’s woes.

Leader of the Opposition

in the state Assembly Par-
tap Singh Bajwa and state
Congress chief Amarinder
Singh Raja Warring had
criticised the event.  

Bajwa branded the event
“insensitive and provoca-
tive” and described the Gang
Canal as a “British-era
reward to Bikaner’s Mahara-
ja at Punjab’s expense”.

Subdued puja
Despite the cancellation of
the main event, a quiet puja
was performed at the canal
headworks in Hussainiwala
on Friday morning by a
small group of people from
Bikaner, a source said.  No
political leader from Punjab
or Rajasthan was present.

Meanwhile, Union Law
Minister and Bikaner BJP
MP Arjun Ram Meghwal
attended a programme
making 100 years of the
canal near Sriganganagar.

While narrating the story
of Maharaja Ganga Singh of
Bikaner, during whose time
the construction of the
canal began, Meghwal pre-
sented Bollywood song
“Sau Saal Pehle Mujhe Tum
Se Pyar Tha” sung by Lata
Mangeshkar and Mohd Rafi
for Dev Anand and Asha
Parekh in “Jab Pyar Kisi Se
Hota Hai”.

No role in Gang Canal event,
it was personal function: BJP

Mohit Khanna
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Patiala, November 5
Members of several farm
unions under the banner of
the Kisan Mazdoor Morcha
(KMM) on Friday blocked
railway tracks across 19 dis-
tricts to oppose the draft Elec-
tricity Amendment Bill, 2025.

The ‘rail roko’ protest led
to widespread delays, cancel-
lations and intense standoff
with the police, further
straining relations between
the farm unions and the state
government.

Sarwan Singh Pandher,
coordinator of the KMM, said
more than 600 farm activists,
including top leadership,
were detained or put under
house arrest hours before the
protest. He alleged that the
Punjab Police conducted
raids at the homes of farm
leaders early in the morning
to stop them from reaching
the protest sites.

A video from Nabha, pur-
portedly showing police per-
sonnel entering the house of
a farm leader during the wee
hours, went viral and fuelled
anger among activists. 

In Patiala, the detentions
sparked backlash, prompt-
ing farmers to gather at rail-
way tracks in Kakrala, Nab-
ha and Shambhu, which

delayed several passenger
and express trains.

“The police stayed outside
our houses till 3 pm. They
released our leaders only
after the protest ended,” said
Pandher.  “Despite the crack-
down, we managed to hold
blockades at 21 locations.
More reports are still being
collected,” he added.<Farm
unions said the protest was
aimed at pressuring the Cen-
tre to withdraw the Electrici-
ty Amendment Bill, 2025,
which they fear would accel-
erate privatisation of power
sector and burden rural con-
sumers with higher tariffs.
Their key demands include
the removal of prepaid elec-
tricity meters. The unions

also slammed the Punjab
Government for forcibly sell-
ing public properties.

The blockade severely dis-
rupted movement on crucial
routes, including the
Delhi–Amritsar,
Amritsar–Jammu, Ludhiana,
Jalandhar, Ferozepur, San-
grur, Bathinda, Tarn Taran
and Gurdaspur lines.

Multiple long-distance and
intercity trains were delayed,
short-terminated or cancelled.
Hundreds of passengers were
left stranded at major junc-
tions, waiting for clarity on
rescheduled services. 

“We will not allow the
policies that destroy the
livelihoods of Punjab’s
farmers,” said Pandher.

Farm unions block rail tracks over
power Bill, 600 activists ‘detained’

Farm activists raise slogans against the Centre. VISHAL KUMAR

New Delhi, December 5
The prevalence of mental
health disorders in the 13-
17 years age group is
around 7.3 per cent, Minis-
ter of State for Health and
Family Welfare Prataprao
Jadhav said in a written
response to Lok Sabha MP
Raj Kumar Chabbewal.

Jadhav said the District
Mental Health Programme
(DMHP) had been sanc-
tioned for implementation

in 767 districts for which
support is provided to
states through the National
Health Mission. He said
that facilities under DMHP
include outpatient services,
assessment and coun-
selling to persons with
severe mental disorders.
There are 47 government-
run mental hospitals in the
country, including three
central mental health insti-
tutes. — TNS

7.3% affected by mental health disorders
in 13-17 age group: Centre on  MP’s query

Amritsar, December 5  
Families of those fighting for
Russia in the war against
Ukraine has urged Russian
president Vladimir Putin to
intervene and send their rela-
tives back to India. 

Sinder Pal Kaur said her son
Budh Ram Singh had gone
left for Russia in 2024 and the
family last spoke to him over
the phone in March.

Sukhpreet Kaur, sister-in-
law of Budh Ram, said he had
last spoken to the family on

March 26, 2024, conveying
that he would not be able to
communicate with them for a
fortnight since he would be
deployed at the front.

The family has been running
from pillar to post to know the
fate of their son who was
recruited into the Russian
Army, probably as a helper. 

They requested PM Naren-
dra Modi to take up the matter
with Russia. Arjun of Karnal’s
Gharaunda Choura village
said his 21-year-old brother

Anuj went to Russia on study
visa about 10 months ago. He
added that there were over 60
youngsters from Haryana who
went to Russia this year. 

He a majority of them were
tricked to join defence services.
He said they recently submitted
a memorandum at the offices of
President Droupadi Murmu,
Prime Minister, Ministry of
External Affairs, National Himan
Rights Commission, Home Min-
istry, requesting to ensure the
safe return of youngsters. —TNS

Families of missing youths seek Putin’s intervention
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