
Former DyCM Ajit Pawar and 
four others died in the January 
28 plane crash in Baramati. PTI

NEW DELHI: Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah on Thursday 
unveiled the mascots for Census-
2027 — Pragati (female) and 
Vikas (male) — and launched 
four digital tools to conduct the 
country’s first fully digital deca-
dal enumeration exercise, which
begins with the first phase — 
houselisting operations — start-
ing April 1, the ministry of home
affairs (MHA) said.

“The mascots ‘Pragati’ (female
enumerator) and ‘Vikas’ (male 

enumerator) were unveiled to 
serve as friendly, relatable faces 
of the Census-2027. These mas-
cots symbolise equal participa-
tion of women and men in fulfill-
ing the resolve to make India a 
developed nation by 2047. 
Through these mascots, informa-
tion, objectives and key messages
related to Census-2027 will be 
disseminated in an effective and
citizen-friendly manner across 
diverse sections of society,” the 
MHA said.

Shah also launched four
advanced digital tools that have 
been developed by the Centre for
Development of Advanced Com-
puting (C-DAC) to facilitate  enu-
meration operations across the 
country. The four digital tools 
are: the Houselisting Block Crea-
tor (HLBC) web application for 
digital mapping using satellite 
imagery, which will ensure stan-
dardised geographic coverage 
across the country; HLO (House-
listing operations) mobile appli-

cation, which is a secure offline 
mobile app for enumerators to 
collect and upload houselisting 
data; a Self-enumeration (SE) 
portal that will for the first time 
allow users to submit their 
household information online 
before field operations; and core
of the Census, the Census Man-
agement and Monitoring System
(CMMS), a dedicated digital por-
tal engineered to orchestrate one
of the largest administrative 
exercises in the world.           HTC

Shah launches digital tools for Census 2027

turned-politician Amarendra
Dhari Singh for the fifth seat.

The NDA has enough votes to
win four seats outright. For the
fifth seat, it needs three Opposi-
tion votes. In Odisha, the BJP
fielded state unit chief Manmo-
han Samal and sitting MP Sujeet
Kumar. The Opposition Biju Jan-
ata Dal picked Santrupt Mishra.
For the fourth seat, the ruling
party backed former minister
Dilip Ray while the BJD and Con-
gress are set to support an inde-
pendent candidate urologist Dat-
teswar Hota. 

For the fourth seat, the BJP
needs eight additional votes
from the Opposition, which can
win the seat if it bands together.

In West Bengal, where five
seats are going to the polls, the
TMC fielded lawyer Menaka
Guruswamy, actor Koel Mallick,
singer-turned-politician Babul
Supriyo and former state police
chief Rajiv Kumar. The BJP has
fielded former state unit chief
Rahul Sinha. All five are set to be
elected unopposed.

In Tamil Nadu, where six
seats are falling vacant, the DMK
has nominated Tiruchi Siva and
Professor J Constantine Ravin-
dran, while its allies Congress
and DMDK have named Christo-
pher Tilak and LK Sudeesh,
respectively. The AIADMK has
nominated M Thambidurai, and
its ally the PMK  has fielded

exercise (which will happen
after the ongoing National Cen-
sus). Naidu himself had spoken
of the need for a population pol-
icy last year, as did Tamil Nadu
chief minister M K Stalin.  

“People are our strength. Popu-
lation is our strongest economic 
resource. The world is increas-
ingly reliant on countries with 
large populations. Earlier, I pro-
moted family planning but now I 
stress the need for population 
management. To avoid a human 
resource crisis in the future, the 
fertility rate in the state must rise.
Joint families are disappearing. 
There’s growing concern about 
the declining population in South
India. While Parliament seats may
increase in the future, southern 
states could see reduced represen-
tation,” Naidu said in July 2025. 

The incentives proposed in the
new policy include ₹25,000, at the
time of birth, for couples having a
second or a third child; ₹1000 a 
month in nutritional support for 
five years for the third child; and 
free education up to the age of 18 
years for all children. 

Srinivasa Rao Apparasu

letters@hindustantimes.com

HYDERABAD:  For decades, India’s
Union government as well as the 
governments of states have 
focused on family planning -- with
some regions even barring those 
with more than two children from
contesting local-body polls. But 
now, one state has decided to go in
the other direction. 

Andhra Pradesh chief minis-
ter N Chandrababu Naidu on
Thursday announced a compre-
hensive “Population Manage-
ment Policy,” stating that the
government is shifting its focus
from traditional family planning
to “population care” in view of
declining fertility rates and
future demographic challenges.

Presenting the draft policy
document in the state legislative
assembly, Naidu said currently
about three lakh families,
accounting for 58% of the total
number, have only one child,
while around 2.17 lakh families
have two or more children.

The chief minister explained

that the state’s Total Fertility Rate
(TFR) is currently 1.5, a sharp fall 
from 3.0 recorded in 1993, 
whereas the ideal level should be 
2.1 to maintain demographic bal-
ance. If the TFR continues to 
decline rapidly, the number of 
working-age people could reduce
significantly, potentially slowing 
economic growth, he explained.

To be sure, India’s TFR is cur-
rently at 1.9. 

Declining population is of
concern to almost all southern
states, who are staring at a possi-
ble reduction in their propor-
tionate representation in the Lok
Sabha after the next delimitation

CM N Chandrababu Naidu 

Andhra plans incentives 
for second, third child

NEW DELHI: The US won’t give 
India the same kind of economic
advantages it gave China, which 
allowed that country to emerge as
a major competitor, deputy secre-
tary of State Christopher Landau
said on Thursday, signalling 
Washington’s cautiousness in 
negotiations over a trade deal.

While the US wants to work
with India to unlock its “limitless 
potential,” India should under-
stand that “we are not going to 
make the same mistakes with 
India that we made with China 20
years ago,” Landau said at the Rai-
sina Dialogue. Landau also offered
to work with India to address long
and short term issues in meeting 
its energy challenges as supply dis-
ruptions from the Middle East cri-
sis threaten fuel stockpiles.

India has avoided taking sides
in the widening conflict, as it
finalizes a trade deal under
negotiation since United States
President Donald Trump took
office. Washington last month
cut tariffs on Indian goods to 18%
from 50% after several rounds of
talks. BLOOMBERG & PTI

US WON’T ALLOW 
INDIA TO BECOME 
RIVAL LIKE CHINA, 
SAYS OFFICIAL 

Anbumani Ramadoss. All are set
to be elected unopposed.

In Assam, where three seats
are going to the polls, the BJP
has nominated Terash Gowalla,
and Jogen Mohan, while its ally
United People’s Party Liberal has
fielded Pramod Boro.

In Chhattisgarh, where two
seats are going to polls, the rul-
ing BJP has nominated Laxmi
Verma while the Congress has
fielded Phulo Devi Netam. Both
are set to be elected unopposed.

In Telangana, the ruling Con-
gress has nominated Abhishek 
Singhvi and Vem Narender Reddy
for the two seats and both are set
to get elected unopposed, as the 
BRS stayed away from the contest.

Nomination for RS polls 
ends, voting on March 16
HT Correspondent
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NEW DELHI: Nominations for 37
Rajya Sabha seats going to the
polls across 10 states later this
month were filed on Thursday
with contests likely in Odisha
and Bihar.

In Maharashtra, where seven
seats are falling vacant, the Bhar-
atiya Janata Party fielded four
candidates – including Union
minister Ramdas Athawale, sen-
ior leader Vinod Tawde, Maya
Ivnate and Ramrao Wadkute. its
ally Shiv Sena fielded Jyoti
Waghmare and Nationalist Con-
gress Party nominated Parth
Pawar. The Opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi picked senior NCP
(SP) patriarch Sharad Pawar as
its joint nominee. 

With no additional nominees
being fielded by the ruling
Mahayuti, all seven people are
likely to be elected unopposed.

In Bihar, where five seats are
up for grabs, the JD(U) fielded
chief minister Nitish Kumar and
Union minister Ram Nath Tha-
kur. The BJP nominated party
chief Nitin Nabin and state gen-
eral secretary Shivesh Kumar.
The NDA also extended support
to Rashtriya Lok Manch leader
Upendra Kushwaha. The opposi-
tion RJD fielded businessman-

Congress candidates Abhishek Manu Singhvi and Vem Narender Reddy file their third set of 
nomination papers for the Rajya Sabha in Hyderabad on Thursday. ANI

Biswa Kalyan Purkayastha

letters@hindustantimes.com

SILCHAR: An Indian Air Force
(IAF) Sukhoi-30 MKI fighter air-
craft lost radar contact on
Thursday evening shortly after
taking off from the airbase in
Assam’s Jorhat, prompting a
search and rescue operation for
the aircraft and its two pilots,
defence officials said.

The aircraft was last in con-
tact with ground control at
around 7.42 pm before it went
off radar, the officials said.

“The aircraft had two pilots
on board and there has been no
contact with them so far. Search
operations have been launched
to locate the aircraft and the
pilots,” an IAF official said on
condition of anonymity.

A defence PRO confirmed that
an aircraft is currently missing 
and that teams have been dis-
patched to ascertain the situation.

The Indian Airforce (IAF) on
its official X handle wrote, “An
IAF Su-30 MKI is reported over-
due. The aircraft had taken off
from Jorhat, Assam and was last
in contact at 7.42 pm. Further

details are being ascertained.
Search and Rescue mission has
been initiated.”

Around the same time,
reports emerged from Karbi
Anglong district of a loud explo-
sion-like sound heard from a
remote hill area near Nilip block
under Chokihola. Local residents
said they heard the sound in the
evening and later noticed smoke
rising from the hills. Authorities
have not confirmed whether the
reported sound and the missing
fighter jet are linked.

Security forces and search
teams have begun operations in
the hilly terrain to verify the
reports and locate the aircraft.
Officials said the area is remote
and difficult to access, which
could make the search operation
challenging.

Srinivasa Rao Apparasu
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HYDERABAD: Muppala
Lakshmana Rao alias Ganapa-
thy, the most-wanted leader of
the Communist Party of India
(Maoist), is likely to surrender
before the Telangana Police in a
few days, officers aware of the
matter said on Thursday.

According to a senior police
officer, Ganapathy, 77, who had
been suffering from serious
health issues and was hiding in
Nepal for the last two years, had
been brought to New Delhi a few
days ago and kept under the pro-
tection of the special intelligence

branch (SIB) of police.
“Senior Telangana police offi-

cers have been camping in Delhi
for the last two days and were
overseeing the surrender proc-
ess for Ganapathy,” the official
said. On Wednesday, Telangana
chief minister A Revanth Reddy,
along with the DGP, intelligence
additional DGP and SIB chief,
met Union home minister Amit
Shah and briefed him about the
recent surrender of top Maoist
leaders from Telangana and
Chhattisgarh, including Thippiri
Tirupati alias Devji.

CM Reddy told Shah that 591
Maoists had surrendered in the
last one year. 

‘Top Maoist Ganapathy 
may surrender soon’

Sukhoi-30 goes missing in 
Assam, search op launched

The Sukhoi-30 MKI is one of the 
Indian Air Force’s frontline 
multirole fighter aircraft 

NAVI MUMBAI:  A 13-year-old boy
died and 11 other children were 
injured after a portion of a build-
ing slab collapsed onto a ground-
floor tuition class in Kopar Khair-
ane on Thursday evening. Civic 
officials said the accident occurred
between 4.30 pm and 5 pm at flat 
number 2 on the ground floor of 
Vidyabhavan Apartment in Sector
2. The teacher, Shyamali Choud-
hary (53),  sustained minor inju-
ries and was discharged after pri-
mary treatment.

Navi Mumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration said 11 students were inside
the flat at that time. Officials said a
probe is on. HTC

TEEN DEAD, 11 KIDS 
INJURED AS PART 
OF SLAB COLLAPSES 
AT TUITION CLASS

Nadeem Inamdar
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PUNE:  The Maharashtra Crimi-
nal Investigation Department
(CID) on Thursday questioned
VK Singh — owner of Delhi-
based VSR Ventures that
owned the Learjet 45 that
crashed on January 28, killing
deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar.

“The questioning of VK
Singh is expected to be a cru-
cial step in the probe as investi-
gators attempt to piece
together the chain of events
that led to one of Maharash-
tra’s most high-profile aviation
tragedies in recent years,” a
CID officer aware of the devel-
opments said.

The official added that Singh
arrived at  CID headquarters in
Pune around noon and
remained there till late even-

ing.
A senior CID officer confirmed

that Singh had appeared before 
investigators. “The statement of 
VK Singh is being recorded,” the
officer said, declining to disclose
further details as the questioning
was underway.

The crash occurred on Janu-

ary 28 when a Learjet 45 aircraft
operated by VSR Ventures went 
down near the Baramati airstrip
in Pune district. Pawar and four 
others on board were killed in 
the accident.

Initially, an accidental death
report was registered at the Bar-
amati Taluka police station. The
case was later transferred to the
Pune unit of CID for a detailed
probe. 

Investigators are examining
whether sabotage, operational
lapses or criminal negligence
contributed to the crash.

According to people familiar
with the matter, CID had sent a
detailed questionnaire to VSR
Ventures before summoning
Singh for questioning. Investi-
gators are examining technical,
operational and procedural
aspects related to the flight.

The probe has also been
informed by a preliminary

report submitted by the Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau. The 22-page report
noted that visibility at the time
of landing was below the
required level. It also flagged
faded runway markings and
the presence of loose gravel on
the runway surface at the Bara-
mati airstrip as possible con-
tributing factors.

However, the findings have
triggered political controversy.

Ajit Pawar’s son Jay Pawar
recently shared a video on
social media alleging that VK
Singh’s son Rohit Singh was
purportedly seen dozing off in
the chief pilot’s seat during a
flight, and demanded his
immediate arrest.

He had also demanded that
all aircraft of VSR Ventures be
grounded till the inquiry into
his father’s plane crash is com-
pleted. 

Baramati crash: CID quizzes VSR owner

{ IN GULF SCHOOLS }  

Sanjay Maurya
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NEW DELHI: The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) on 
Thursday cancelled Class 10 board
examinations including those 
papers which were earlier post-
poned in several West Asian coun-
tries in the wake of the war 
between Iran and US and Israel. 

The board will later notify the
mode of declaration of results for 
thousands of affected students 
studying in over 150 CBSE-affili-
ated schools in Bahrain, Iran, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE).

For Class 12, the board has post-
poned the March 7 examination 
and said it will “review the situa-
tion” the same day before taking a
call on papers scheduled from 
March 9 onwards.

In its third circular this week,
dated March 5, 2026, the Board 
said that after a “critical review” of
the situation in Middle East 
regions, the board announced that
all Class 10 examinations sched-
uled from March 7 to March 11, 
2026, stand cancelled. The exami-
nations earlier scheduled on 
March 2, March 5 and March 6 —
which had already been post-
poned through earlier circulars 
issued on March 1 and March 3 —
have also been cancelled.

“The mode of declaration of
results for Class 10 students in the
Middle East will be notified in due
course,” said CBSE exam control-
ler Dr Sanyam Bhardwaj.

According to the circular, Class
12 examination scheduled on Sat-
urday, March 7, has been post-
poned. CBSE officials did not 
respond to HT’s queries.

CBSE EXAMS 
CANCELLED FOR 
CLASS 10, DEFERRED 
FOR CLASS 12
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PUBLIC NOTICES

REQUIRED FEMALES Maths, Science
and others Teachers till class 10th.
Office Girls, Counsellor. Contact:
Mukesh Arora, SCO 33/21C,
9417013362

REQUIRES

Smart, young and
charming Graduate

having min. 5 years of
experience in school

with Exceptional
COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Mail your resume at
careergurukul69@gmail.com

Salary - Best in Industry

Front Desk ExecutiveFront Desk ExecutiveFront Desk Executive

LOOKING FOR: FEMALE STAFF
Qualification: GRADUATION MUST
knowledge: HAVING GOOD
COMMUNICATION SKILLS Job
Description: BACK OFFICE
OPERATIONS Location: CITY HEART,
KHARAR Email: SEND RESUME-
nkgargca@yahoo.co.in Contact:
9815450065

BEST OPPORTUNITY! MNC Required
Part/Full time Retired, Bankers,
Housewife , Earn 50,000/- Plus,
Contact: 9988882360

REQUIRED SALAS girls/ Receptionist/
Helpers/ Social Media Content
Creators Freshers or Experienced
Whats app your resume on :
9815496688 at Subhash Jewellers
SCF–32, Sector 8, Chandigarh.

HARTRON SKILL centre at sect 8-c
require admin counsellor. Smart,
graduate girl with good
communication & computer basic
skills skills may call or whatsapp
resume at 9814088145

PHARMACISTS REQUIRED at
Chandigarh based Pharma Company.
Experienced/ Freshers Resumes
at:- HRcurePH@gmail.com
98888-87844.

WANTED ACCOUNTANT’S FOR
FOREIGN ACCOUNTING WITH 1-2
YEARS EXPERIENCE BY A REPUTED
COMPANY AT KHARAR. Apply with
resume to: nkgargca@yahoo.co.in
For Any Queries Call:- 98154 50065

ACCOUNTS EXECUTIVE required at
Chandigarh based Pharma Company.
B.Com M.Com MBA Finance
Experienced Freshers May apply.
Resumes at:- HRcurePH@gmail.com
98888-87844.

REQUIRED ACCOUNTANTS for CA
Office at Kharar. The candidate
should be either CA Inter or B.Com,
M.Com with 2-3 years’ experience in
Tally, GST and Income Tax Returns
filing etc. Contact: 9815450065,
9815819870. Email:
nkgargca@yahoo.co.in

DELIVERY BOYS required at
Chandigarh based pharma company.
Own two wheelers required.
Resumes at:- HRcurePH@gmail.com
98888-87844.

REQUIRED PLASTICS Engineering &
Technology [B.Tech/Diploma] from
CIPET (Fresher/Experienced) for
Supervisor position in Railway-
related work. Location: Plot No.99,
Industrial Area, Phase-2, Chandigarh
Contact: 0172-2654714,
0172-2652577, 0172-5087992

REQUIRED COMPUTER Operator who
can do PF, RC, DL, 38- West, Chd. CV
WhatsApp:- 98143-73733.

IELTS PREPARATION – Score Higher
Bands. Learn Spoken English,
Grammar, Vocabulary. Dr Rajeev,
TEFL Certified. 98031-00793

AUTHORIZED BOOKING Center for all
Newspapers Advertisement
(Matrimonial/ Job/ Property/ Public
Notice/Court Notice/ Bhog etc.) Saini
Advertising 98141-80670.

CHANDIGARH/ DELHI/ Chandigarh
Dzire/Ertiga/ Innova Crysta All India
Taxi Service Available Dutta Sahib
Travels 9914245333

ONE WAY Cab Service CRYSTA
ERTIGA Dzire Aura Dhiman Travel 41
Chandigarh, 9216132805,
9855868243

I SURJIT Minhas W/o Sh. Harjap Singh
Parmar R/O house no 2050
Sector-68 Mohali S.A.S Nagar Punjab
160062 have changed my name from
Surjit Minhas to Surjit Kaur.

Notice is hereby given that the following shares certificate(s) of
Kandhari Beverages Private Limited has been reported lost/
misplaced and the allottess applied to the company for the issue of
duplicate share certificates:

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR LOSS OF SHARES CERTIFICATE (S)

Any person who has any claim in respect of the said certificates
should lodge such claim with the share department of the company
at its registered office as per the address given below within 15
days of the publication of this NOTICE. After which no claim will be
entertained and the company will proceed to issue the duplicate
share certificates.

Certificate
No.

1

Distinctive
Numbers

1 - 10433378

No. of
shares

10433378

Date: 05.03.2026
Place: Chandigarh

Sd/-
Vipenjeet Kaur Banger, Company Secretary

Company: Kandhari Beverages Private Limited
Reg. Office- 21, Canal Colony, Near District

Administration Complex Amritsar, Amritsar 143001

Name of the
holder/ purchaser

Jaspal Singh
Kandhari

Bikramjit Singh
Kandhari

Gurvinder Kaur
Kandhari

Folio
No.

1

7

9 3

5 17396721 - 18784137

11456721 - 16866145

1387417

5409425

ENGINEER/
PROD/TECHNICAL

EMPLOYMENT

ACCOUNTS/FINANCE

SALES & MARKETING

COMPUTER
OPERATOR

EDUCATION

ENGLISH SPEAKING

BUSINESS

ADVERTISING &
MARKKETING

TRAVEL & TOURS

CAR ON HIRE

CHANGE OF NAME

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT
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