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Telangana man injured in

attack near Abu Dhabi airport;
parents seek safe return

New Delhi, Agency:  A man from
Telangana suffered minor injuries fol-
lowing an attack by Iran near the Abu
Dhabi airport, amid the ongoing conflict
in West Asia, his parents said on
Wednesday. N Rajeswara Rao, a native
of Pothireddypalle village in Rajanna
Sircilla district, was injured in the inci-
dent, his father Prabhakar Rao said.

Rao, who works in the housekeeping
section at the airport, informed his par-
ents that he and several others escaped
with minor injuries.

"My son has been working there for a
year. He works at the airport. He sus-
tained injuries in the attack. He spoke to
us over a video call, but he is not show-
ing us the injuries. I want my son to
return home soon," Prabhakar Rao told
PTI Videos.

Rao's parents urged the Indian gov-
ernment to take steps to ensure their
son's safe return. A group of passengers
who arrived at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport in Hyderabad
from Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, said they did
not face any difficulties due to the pre-
vailing situation in the Gulf region.

Pilgrims who had travelled to Madina
expressed satisfaction with the facilities
and arrangements. 

Mohd Abdul Razak told PTI Videos
that his return to Hyderabad was
delayed due to flight cancellations.
However, he said the travel agency had
taken care of his accommodation and
other arrangements.

Divorce can't be granted citing
cruelty based on WhatsApp

chat without rebuttal chance
to spouse: HC    

New Delhi, Agency: Divorce can-
not be granted on grounds of alleged
cruelty merely based on WhatsApp chats
without giving the spouse a chance to
rebut, the Bombay High Court has said.

A bench of Justices Bharati Dangre
and Manjusha Deshpande last week
quashed an order passed by the Nashik
district family court allowing an applica-
tion filed by a man seeking divorce from
his wife on grounds of cruelty. The
woman moved the high court, challeng-
ing the family court order claiming that
the same was passed ex-parte and with-
out giving her an opportunity to oppose
or put forth her arguments.

The family court, in its May 2025
order, relied on a WhatsApp chat sub-
mitted by the man in which the woman
demanded that they shift from Nashik to
Pune to live separately, and also in
which she allegedly made derogatory
comments against her mother-in-law
and sister-in-law. The family court
noted that the wife had used pressure
tactics, emotional blackmail and intem-
perate language in the WhatsApp chat
and held that cruelty was meted against
the husband and hence he was entitled
to divorce.

The high court, in its order, noted
that the family court failed to give an
opportunity to the wife to rebut the evi-
dence (WhatsApp chats) submitted by
the husband. "Merely relying on the
WhatsApp chat, the divorce decree can-
not be granted, since it is not proved by
leading evidence," the HC said.

'Father didn't know minor son
took car', says court, grants bail
to businessman in accident case

New Delhi, Agency:  A Mumbai
court has granted bail to a businessman
arrested in connection with a fatal car
accident caused by his minor son, noting
that prima facie the father had no
knowledge of the boy taking out the
vehicle for a drive.

Additional Sessions Judge R M
Jadhav on Wednesday allowed his bail
on a bond of Rs 50,000 and mainly
relied on the statement of a watchman of
the building where the businessman
resides while granting him relief. The
accident occurred on February 5 near
Somaiya College in Mumbai's Ghatkopar
area. As per police, the minor son of the
businessman was driving a Kia Seltos
when it collided with a scooter, leading
to the death of its rider Dhrumil Patel.
The deceased victim's wife Meenal, who
was riding pillion, suffered grievous
injuries in the crash.The boy's father was
arrested on February 10 and booked
under Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita provisions related to
rash driving, culpable homi-
cide not amounting to mur-
der, act endangering life and
safety of others, as well as rel-
evant sections of the Motor
Vehicles Act. The accused,
through his advocate Manish
Singh, had argued in the
court that he was neither
present at the accident spot
nor driving the vehicle at the
relevant time. 

DEEPANKUR CHOUHAN
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Kekri. The issue of the

Maternal and Child Health
(MCH) Hospital constructed
at the Government District
Hospital in Kekri was raised in
the State Assembly. Kekri
MLA Shatrughan Gautam
brought up the matter and
sought a reply from the gov-
ernment and the concerned
department.

The MLA questioned that
despite the construction of the
Maternal and Child Hospital
building, it has not yet been

formally handed over to the
medical department. He also
raised concerns over the inau-

guration of the facility before
the completion of the work.

Gautam alleged that the

inauguration was conducted
in haste even before the proj-
ect was fully completed. He
further demanded an inquiry
into the matter and appropri-
ate action against the respon-
sible departmental officials.

He also alleged that a foun-
dation plaque was installed
hurriedly before the enforce-
ment of the Model Code of
Conduct. The MLA urged the
government to ensure trans-
parency and accountability in
such important healthcare
projects so that better medical
facilities can be provided to
the public.
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Mandawa. The historic

Dhulandi procession in
Shekhawati's Heritage City
was peacefully organized by
the Sarv Hitaishi Vyayam
Shala on Tuesday. Pitambar
Mishra, Balkishan
Bhatiwada, and Suresh
Paldiwala of the Vyayam
Shala stated that this ideal
and historic Dhulandi proces-
sion has been ongoing for 125
years. This procession, which
exemplifies ideals and mutual
harmony, began at 10 a.m.,
led by the flag of Dharma and
a photo of Pt. Laxmidhar
Shukla installed at Fatehpur
Stand, accompanied by per-
formances by Dhol Tasho and
Dhap groups. Following
ancient traditions, the proces-
sion began at Fatehpur Stand,
passed through various

neighborhoods of the town,
from Maji Saheb well, near
Subhash Chowk, to
Saunthaliya Darwaza, and

reached the Garh complex via
the main market. The royal
family played Holi with gulal
and concluded at the Sarv

Hitaishi Vyayam Shala.
Foreign tourists from France,
Australia, Italy, Spain,
England along with local peo-
ple took part in the proces-
sion and thoroughly enjoyed
the happy Holi by applying
gulal to each other. Foreign
tourists danced to the tunes
of folk songs. The administra-
tion made adequate arrange-
ments for the peaceful pro-
cession. Tight security
arrangements have been
made by deploying additional
police force at various places
under the leadership of SHO
Ramnarayan Choyal. There is
a complete ban on strong
colours and water in this pro-
cession. The procession last-
ed for about 7 to 8 hours. In
which folk songs and
Dhamalos were presented by
the famous Dhap Mandalis of
Shekhawati region.

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI,
Agency: Thirty-eight Indian
flagged ships, mostly carrying
crude and LNG with nearly 1,100
seafarers, were stuck in the
Persian Gulf on Tuesday amid
the conflict in West Asia.

Shipping authorities here also
confirmed the death of three
Indian sailors and injury to one
on board foreign-flagged vessels
in "attacks" off the Oman port.

There are around 23,000
Indian seafarers on different
ships in the conflict-hit region at
any given time and their safety
remains the government's priori-
ty, officials said. India is the third
largest supplier of seafarers after
the Philippines and China.

1k containers stuck at
Indian ports amid West Asia
crisis: Shipping minister
Sarbananda Sonowal chaired a
review meeting on Tuesday and
directed officials, including DG
Shipping, to take steps to ensure

the safety and welfare of Indian
seafarers as well as the security of
maritime assets. "There have
been no confirmed instances of
casualty, detention or boarding
involving Indian-flagged ves-
sels," DG Shipping said in a state-
ment.

The minister and officials were
briefed by DG Shipping on the
situation in the region, and on
the status of Indian flagged ships
and Indian seafarers. Officials
informed the ministry that 24
ships are stranded west of Strait
of Hormuz and another 14 in the
east of the strait.

New Delhi, Agency:
Transporters across
Maharashtra have
announced a statewide
"chakka jam" from Thursday
to protest against e-challans
and other issues faced by the
sector, and an indefinite
strike from midnight.

After the last round of
negotiations held at the
Maharashtra Transport
Commissioner's office on
Wednesday evening
remained inconclusive, the
Maharashtra Transport
Action Committee (M-TAC)
said it would go ahead with
the strike.

According to M-TAC rep-
resentatives, transporters
will stage protests at Azad
Maidan in Mumbai and out-
side the Regional Transport
Office (RTO) premises in
other parts of the state before
going on strike from mid-

night.
M-TAC said school buses,

contract carriage buses, pri-
vate buses and commercial
vehicles, including trucks,
tempos, taxis and tankers,
would remain off the roads
during the indefinite agita-
tion. The transporters have
also threatened to bring their
vehicles to protest sites. Anil
Garg, a leader of the School
Bus Owners Association, had
said on Wednesday that
school buses across the state
would not operate from
Friday if the indefinite strike
happened, though their serv-
ices would remain unaffected

on Thursday.
Earlier this week,

Maharashtra Transport
Minister Pratap Sarnaik also
held a meeting with trans-
porters at the MSRTC head-
quarters here, but M-TAC
said the talks remained
unfruitful due to what it
described as "hollow assur-
ances" from the government.

Sarnaik had appealed to
the transporters to withdraw
their agitation, stating that
the government was positive
about cancelling "unjust" e-
challans issued to parked
vehicles and would take a
favourable decision on the
matter.

M-TAC said the agitation
was being organised against
what it termed "arbitrary and
excessive" electronic traffic
enforcement and the mount-
ing financial burden on the
transport sector.

New Delhi, Agency: An
Indian national who returned to
India in the first batch of flights
from Dubai after air travel
resumed has described tense
nights, emergency alarms and
uncertainty as conflict in the
Middle East disrupted travel
across the Gulf.Saumya
Khandelwal, who had travelled to
Dubai for work, said she experi-

enced missile alerts and saw
debris during the escalation of
hostilities involving Iran, the
United States and Israel."I have
seen the missile, and we've seen
this debris. And then we've also
seen, we've also got alarms in the
middle of the night where the
government was sending us, the
alarms were blaring for us to go
to the shelter or to the basement

of the hotel and be there," she
said.

"It was 12:13 in the night and
we get a huge alarm on our
phone and we had to rush to the
basement."Khandelwal had
arrived in Dubai on
Wednesday and was
scheduled to return to
India on Saturday, but
her plans were disrupted

when airspace restrictions were
imposed amid rising tensions in
the region."I went on Wednesday
and I was supposed to come back
on Saturday. The afternoon we
got to know that the space is

closed," she said. Authorities
asked travellers to remain
indoors as the situation unfold-
ed. "We were asked by the
authorities to be in the hotel and
not roam around on the streets.

We were in the hotel. Things
were very frightening over there.
We were very tense." Despite the
uncertainty, she said both local
authorities and residents extend-
ed support to stranded travellers.

Issue of Maternal & Child Hospital at
Kekri District Hospital Raised in Assembly

MLA Shatrughan Gautam questions delay in handing over the build-
ing to the department, alleges inauguration before completion

The ideal Dhulandi procession was 
peaceful, with foreign devotees dancing

Maharashtra transporters to launch stir against e-
challans; indefinite strike from Thursday midnight

'I have seen the missile': Indian woman from first evacuation flight recounts tense days in Dubai

West Asia crisis: 38 Indian ships
stuck in Persian Gulf; 3 sailors dead

Newly married couple donates
one lakh rupees to cow shelter
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Udaipurwati/Bugala. Continuing

the village's tradition of cow service,
Abhishek, son of Sardar Ram
Bugalia, and his wife Simran, donat-
ed one lakh rupees to the cow shelter
committee. The couple dedicated
this amount for cattle feed, medical
care, and other facilities. Committee
officials Captain Mahesh Bugalia
and Vijaypal Singh stated that the
donation will be used to provide
green fodder, medicines, and other
essential amenities for the cattle liv-
ing in the cow shelter. Currently, the
cow shelter serves a large number of
destitute and sick cattle, which
requires constant community support. On this occasion, committee
members expressed their gratitude to Abhishek and Simran, saying
that it is inspiring for young people to come forward to serve cows.
Villagers praised the couple's commendable gesture and urged others
to come forward to support the cow shelter.  During this time, many
people including President Hiranand Bugalia, Accountant Mahendra
Bugalia, Hariram Jangid, Nandkishore Swami, Mahipal Kumawat,
Mahendra Kumar Bugalia were present.

Application & approval
process for access roads from

NHs goes fully digital
New Delhi, Agency: People seek-

ing access roads from National Highways
(NHs) for fuel stations, wayside ameni-
ties, industries, private properties and
rest area complexes won't need to visit
govt offices to get an NOC anymore. They
will be able to apply online and get the
approval without any physical interface
with the system. Road transport minister
Nitin Gadkari has launched a new one-
stop digital platform - - to process all
such applications. The portal can also be
used by govt and private entities to
obtain permissions for laying utilities
such as water pipelines, gas pipelines,
optical fibre cables, electrical lines and
other services along or across NHs.

Gadkari said the new portal will make
the approval process more convenient,
transparent and time-bound, helping cit-
izens and businesses save time and
effort. Officials said the portal allows
fully digital submissions and attach-
ments and automated routing of applica-
tions to the authority concerned. 


