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Missing Sukhoi-30 MKI
crashed 60 km from
Assam's Jorhat after take-

off; search ops under way

New Delhi ,Agency: A Sukhoi Su-
30 MEKI fighter aircraft of the Indian Air
Force (IAF) crashed in Assam's Karbi
Anglong area during a training mission,
the force confirmed on Thursday late
night. In its latest update on X, the LAF
said, "The Su-30MKI which was on a
training mission, crashed in the area of
Karbi Anglong, Assam, approx 6o km
from Jorhat. Search operations are
under wayv.” Earlier, officials had said
the aircraft had lost radar contact after
taking off from Jorhat in Assam.

The Su-30MEKI which was on a train-
ing mission, crashed in the area of Karhi
Anglong, Assam, approx 60 km from
Jorhat, The Su-30MEKI is a two-seater
multirole long-range fighter jet devel-
oped by Russian aircraft manufacturer
Sukhoi. It is now built under licence by
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
for the IAF. The IAF operates a fleet of
over 260 Su-gohdKIs.

Gulf conflict: LNG squeeze
may impact urea output
ahead of kharif season

New Delhi Agency: India may
face serious dismuptions in supply of fer-
tilisers and raw materials in the next
kharif season - starting in June - if the
blockade of the Strait of Hormus contin-
ues due to the conflict in West Asia,
industry insiders said, They added that
there is no immediate crisis because it is
a lean season.

Any reduction in supply of liguefied
natural gas (LNG) to urea manufactur-
ers in the coming weeks could impact
production of the key soil nutrient ahead
of the kharif planlmg season, a fertiliser
company executive said, adding that
they are keeping a close watch on devel-
opments. Kharif crops account for more
than half of India’s food grain produc-
tion, as major crops such as rice, pulses,
oilseeds, cotton, and sugarcane are sown
during this season. On average, fertiliser
companies produce around 2.5 million
tonnes {MT) of soil nutrients per month.
If LNG supplies are not normalised, pro-
duction could be severely affected,
industry watchers said, highlighting that
production and stocking of fertilisers
vsually begins from March to ensure
smooth distribution. At present, 60% of
LNG used in urea manufacturing is
imported from Qatar, and India has a
long-term agreement in place,
Currently, 30 out of 32 urea manufac-
turing units use natural gas as feedstock.

Industry watchers also said that apart
from supply issues, blockade of key ship-
ping routes in the Gulf would push up
prices of DAP and wrea, which would
directly impact the govt's food subsidy
expenses.

Two pilots killed after IAF
Sukhoi Su-30 crashes in
Assam's Karbi Anglong

New Delhi Agency: Two pilots
were killed after sustaining fatal injuries
following the crash of an IAF Su-3o0MEK]
jet in Assam's Karbi Anglong district
during a training mission.

"IAF acknowledges the loss of Sqn
Ldr Anuj and Flt Lt Purvesh Duraglkar,
whao sustained fatal injuries in the Su-30
crash. All personnel of the 1AF express
sincere condolences and stand fArmly
with the bereaved family in this time of
grief,” the Indian Air Foree said, Earlier,
the TAF had stated that the Su-3o0MEKI,
which was on a training mission,
crashed in the Karbi Anglong area,
approximately 60 km from .Jorhat.
Oificials added that the aircraft had lost
radar contact after taking off from
Jorhat, The Su-30MKI is a two-scater,
multirole, long-range fighter jet devel-
oped by Russian aircraft manufacturer
Sukhoi and is now built under licence by
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
for the IAF. The force operates a flest of
over 260 Su-30MEls.

According to news agency ANI, locals
reported hearing a lond explosion and
were seen using torches and lights to aid
in the search. The crash site is roughly
A0 km from Jorhat.

Alocal resident told ANI,
loud noize and an explosion,
from Chowki Wala police station are
here, and they are searching from the
helicopter.

Amit Shah unveils mascots 'Pragati' and
'Vikas' for India's first digital Census

New Delhi  Agency: Ahead of
start of Census 2027 on April 1, home
minister Amit Shah on Thursday
launched four digital tools for the coun-
try's first ever digital Censuvs and
unveiled the two Census mascols -
"Pragati’, a female enumerator and
Vikas', ]l?l’ male counterpart.

The four digital platforms include a
self-enumeration portal that will allow
respondents, in yet another first, to
submit their household information
online during the 15 days before start of
field operations in their respective
state/UT. They can self-enumerate in
16 languages.

The mascots "Pragati’ and 'Vikas' will
serve as friendly, relatable faces of
Census-2027, while also symbolisin
the equal participation of women ans
men in fulfilling the resolve to make
India a developed nation by 2047, the
home ministry said in a statement.
Through these mascots, information,

Be.ing Painfree Launches World's First Sanitary
Pads with Built-in Cramp Relief Technology

objectives, and key messages related to
Census 2027 will be disseminated in an
effective and citizen-friendly manner
across diverse sections of society.

The four advanced digital platforms
soft-launched by Shah on Thursday
were developed by the Centre for
Development of Advanced Computing
(C-DAC). They include the houselisting
block creator (HLBC) application,

houselisting operations (HLO) mobile
application, self-enumeration portal
and the census management and moni-
toring system portal (CMMS).

This calibrated adoption of technol
gy combines innovation with inclusivi-
ty, ensuring that Census 2027 remains
accurate, secure and comprehensive,
=aid a home ministry spokesperson.

HLEBEC is a web-map application that
enables the charge officers to digitally
create houselisting blocks, using satel-
lite imagery, to ensure standardised,
geographic coverage across the country,

HLO is a secure, offline mobile
application for enumerators to collect
and upload houselisting data. It enables
direct field-to-server data transmis-
sion, eliminating traditional paper-
work. All houselisting data will be col-
lected through this app, which can only
be operated using n.gelt_ru] mohbile
numbers. The application is compatible
with android and 105 platforms and

can be operated in 16 regional lan-
puages. The self-enumeration portal is
a secure web-based facility that allows
eligible respondents within a household
Lo submil their household information
online in the 15 days hefore start of field
operations. Upon successful submis-
sion, a unigue self-enumeration [D (SE
D) will be generated. This SE ID will be
shared with the enumerator on the
bhasis of which they will be able to verify
the information.

The CMMS portal is a centralized,
web-based dlgltdl pldLl'urm dL.sl.gncd o

plan, and

census-related activities across adm\l\
istrative levels. Officers at sub-district,
district, and state levels can track enu-
meration progress, field performance,
and operational readiness in real-time
through an integrated dashboard.
Census data will be collected using the
secure mobile applications and by
poing door-to-door.

Students were taught the
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Delhi, March 6, 2026: Be.ing
Painfree, a science-based menstrual
wellness startup, has launched the
world's first sanitary pads with built-
in eramp relief technology. It offers
an integrated approach that com-
bines menstrual hygiene with setive
pain management in & single prod-
uet.Be.ing Painfree Painfree focuses
on the intersection of menstrual
hygiene and pain relief, two cate-
gories that have traditionally func-
tivtied separately. The brand aims to
bridge this gap by combining
hygiene and active pain manage-
ment into one system. Its portfolio
includes sanitary pads with embed-
ded eramp relief technology, a fast-
acting cramp relief gel, and a de-
blaat superfood that targets seeond-
ary symptoms like bloating and
abdominal discomfort. The hero
produet is a sanitary pad with built-
in cramp relief technology, which
combines high-absorbency menstru-

o A &__ wl,

al hygiene with embedded plant-
based actives that sre released by
body heat and moisture. The compa-
ny has alsa received a patent for its
innovation, “Cramp Relieving
Sanitary Pad and its manufacturing
process,” making it a patented prod-
wet and reinforcing its technology's

India's 'moist heatwaves'
getting worse, says study

Pune, Agency: India's sum-
mer heatwaves - the humid, suf-
focating kind that impact more
than dry heat - are not just get-
ting more frequent, but also
more intense through a now-
identified specific atmospheric
chain reaction. A Jan 2026 study
by scientists from IMD and
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (IITM) Fune, pub-
lished in the Journal of the
Atmospheric Sciences, is the first
to explain the precise mecha-
nism behind these “moist heat-

an increasing trend. But the
nloisl _variety, in which high
ds with high

waves” and the findi Tiave
direct implications for early
warning, publie health, and eli-
miate preparedness.

scientist Rajib
Chattopadhyay told TOI that
their earlier study identified two
types of Indian summer heat-
weaves and classified them as dry
and moist. "The dry variety,
which mainly scorches the
northwest plains, is not showing

Rajya Sabha polls: Political tie-ups against

temperature to make the body's
cooling system fail, shows & sta-
tistically significant and aceeler-
ating trend. The ewrrent study
provi ides a hint towards the

New Delhi Ageney: Over the last
eight years, Ulttar Pra
Bone
Historically viewed through ils ag
rouls,
toward
Between 2011 and 2021,
agricultural to non-agricultural employ-
ment grew al a rate of 7% per decade,
oulstripping L

und 127 were
expanded o
Lk

uniqueness.Commenting on  the
brand launch, Dr. Sharmishtha
Mondal, Founder of Be.ing Painfree,
says, "With the launch of Be.ing
Painfree, we're bringing a brand
built on a simple belief: no pain that
disrupts everyday life should ever be
considered normal. We're here to
make women's lives easier by offer-
ing solutions that are safe, natural,

and work without compromise.”
Being painfree’s most notable
ition is its selecti for
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Mand

WTFund {Cohort 1, C1/24), a com-
petitive initiative started by Nikhil
Kamath. The brand was launched
after extensive research and pattern
mapping of over 3,000 women, and
Beling Painfree was buill as a prob-

Under the guid

of Executive Engineer Devendra
Komar Saini, students of Bal
Bharti Vidya Niketan Schoaol were
taught the process of sewage
treatment during the Rajasthan

lem-first company. The founding Lrh'ail'l Innlasi:ruf‘t:"l:.e
team, with backgrounds in health- Dieve gpment TRpEEE s
Community  Awareness  and

care and operations, spent over four

vears of customer discovery, clinical

consultation, and rigorous testing to
develop formulations that are plant-
based, nen-hormonal, and non-
steroidal.

Public Partivipation Program.
The students  inspected the
sewage treatment plant, Gajendra
Chopdar, Plant Operator for M/s
LN.ARKE (IV), explained the

process of sewage treatment

workings of the sewage treatment
process,

Lab  Chemistry  Director
Hemraj Saini and Site Engineer
Robin Sharma explained the
process of sewage freatment to
the students, from the sewerage
connection process to the water
lrealment process, using B map.
Anil Ruhela, Community
Development Officer for CAP
Rudip, emphasized that everyone
should pay attention to cleanli-
ness. School Director Rajendra
Sanodia and staff expressed their
gratitude.

UP urban transition after 2017 - A

shift to non—agncultural economy

b has under-
metamorphosiz,
an
the stute is rapidly pivoting
an wrbhan-centric economy.
the shifl from

a stroctural

5% growth seen in pre-
i shifl i the backhone

sion was hacked by a massive fiscal com-

of i new, di i era for t: the budget alloeation for
India's most populous state, arban development saw o staggering
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il surging
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said. Seientists traced the trigger o o This
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NDA face acid test in Bihar, Odisha

New Delhd, Agency: As
the nomination proeess for
Rajva Subha elections. spread
scross 10 states ended on
Thursday, meves for new politi-
cal alpgnments, nduding o mne
BID-Compress tie-up in Ocisha
and wnity of BIFs rivals in
Bihar, are up for a slern test,
while depments in
Maharashtra  signalled  that
attempts for the merger af the
Laur NP fieetions hivee come o
naught.

Whike candidates in st
sl +sed b b elected unop-
mscd. both Bihar and Odisha
are headed for o keen hattle on
March 16,

WIS devision o reomi-
nate is outgoing MP and hosi-
nessman A D Singh has foroed o
contest in oneof the five seats in

Bihar, He can even pull it off if

ull of WP rivals, inchuding 5
ATMIM MIAs s the ke BSP

MLA, join hands with the RID-
Conpress-Left combine Yet, the
NDA camip, which will have 38
votes o spare for the fifth seat
after allocating the nevessary 41
voles sach bo ensun: ils win on
fowir seats, is sanguine about its
pospects m the beied that a
oontest will only end up expos-
ing: divisions in the appesition’s
ranks und even foree some
defctx
Uity ammeny, all cpposition
s will et ﬁm‘:’:‘mm
bl AIMIM,  which  was
snubbed by the  RAD-led
alliance on its supgestion for a
tie-up during last vear's pulls, is
et o spef] o 1ts st femper-
ature in Cxlisha, another state
where o contest i an the cands,
has gone up @ notch after
Clomgress docided 1o hack BIDs
choice of on eminent doctor,
Diatteswar Hoba, and RIP then
amnoumeed s support for for-

mver oo minister Dilip Rav, &
well-netw hotelier con-
festing as an independent can-
didate Archrivals for decades,
IP= awilt ascondancy in the
state has hrought BJD and
Congress ingether; both parties
can pull together 52 MLAS Lo
ensume Hota's win agminst the
Teduisite hacking of
Ao However, instances of dis-
content within the two parties
B mdilied the: waters, BIP
B o histony of oubmanoeae-
ingits rivals in Lloﬁd; contested
RS seals, and its decision Lo
back Ray is driven by ils instinet
i play on their internal differ
e o spring @ surprise, With
all three MVA partics I\:h\mu
Sharad  Pavan's renominution
fioe thee bome sl they could win
ol the seven on offer, cai

his supporters ahout an “mimi-
nent merger” hebween the bwo

LR
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