
LONDON 

Serena’s 
comeback at  
Queen’s over  

Serena Williams' much-
hyped comeback to 
professional tennis at the 
Queen's Club lasted just 
one match. The 44-year-old 
Williams' doubles partner, 
19-year-old Canadian 
Victoria Mboko, was forced 
to withdraw from the draw 
on Thursday because of a 
knee injury she sustained in 
a singles match against 
Karolina Pliskova in the last 
32 on Wednesday. In her 
first professional match 
since 2022 US Open.

MUMBAI  

Parag 
undergoes 
surgery 

Rajasthan Royals captain 
Riyan Parag successfully 
underwent a right 
shoulder surgery here on 
Thursday. Parag, who led 
the Royals to the IPL 2026 
playoffs, went through the 
procedure at the 
Kokilaben Dhirubhai 
Ambani Hospital under 
the watch of Dr Dinshaw 
Pardiwalla. The all-
rounder will soon begin his 
recuperation at the BCCI 
Centre of Excellence. 
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T20 MUMBAI LEAGUE | Shivam’s fireworks helped Andheri win by five wickets

FPJ News Service 
MUMBAI 

Upsets dominated the open-
ing round of the Rs 35 lakh 
prize money 360 One 
Masters Chess tournament, 
organised by Indian Chess 
School at the World Trade 
Centre, with several fancied 
players suffering unexpected 
setbacks in the Swiss League 
event. 

The biggest surprise came 
when Sri Lankan 
International Master (IM) L 
M S T De Silva stunned sec-
ond seed Grandmaster (GM) 

Sankalp Gupta in a swift 26-
move encounter. In another 
major upset, 17-year-old IM 
Akshay Borgaonkar of 
Pune defeated third seed GM 
Abhijeet Gupta, a former 
World Junior champion. IM 
Kaustuv Kundu also regis-
tered an impressive victory 
over Belarus' Andrey 
Gorovets. 

Several higher-rated over-
seas grandmasters were held 
to draws. Fifth seed GM Luka 
Paichadze of Georgia shared 
the point with FIDE Master 
(FM) Adak Bivor, while ninth 
seed GM Boris Savchenko 
was held by Daeevik 

Wadhawan. FM Vivaan Shah 
earned a valuable draw 
against GM Aleksej 
Aleksandrov, while FM Kush 
Bhagat secured a creditable 
half-point against eighth 
seed IM Nitin Belurkar. 

Amid the spate of upsets, 
top seed GM Iniyan Pa, the 
reigning National champion, 
displayed remarkable resil-
ience to defeat L Srihari from 
a seemingly drawn position. 
Their Queen's Gambit 
Declined gradually simpli-
fied into a rook-and-pawn 
ending with identical pawn 
structures, a position gen-
erally regarded as a theoreti-

cal draw. However, Iniyan 
continued to apply pressure, 
patiently probing Srihari's 
defence. His persistence paid 
off when Srihari erred with a 
king move on the 64th turn. 
Iniyan capitalised on the mis-
take and sealed victory on 
the 74th turn by creating an 

unstoppable passed pawn. 
Sankalp Gupta found him-

self under pressure from the 
opening stages of a French 
Advance Defence against De 
Silva. The Lankan launched a 
powerful attack, with queen, 
rook and knights combining 
effectively.

Borgaonkar upsets Gupta; De Silva shocks Sankalp
chess

Briefs

Together for hockey 
Hockey Olympians all in a row: Seen at the finals 

of the 15th Joe Fernandis Memorial Hockey 
Tournament, held at St Stanislaus Turf Ground, 
Bandra, Mumbai are (from left to right): Mervyn 

Fernandis, Marcellus Gomes, Vasudevan 
Baskaran (captain of the gold-winning 1980 
Moscow Olympics team who flew in from 

Chennai), Zafar Iqbal who came from Delhi, 
Joaquim Carvalho and Darryl D'Souza.

Dube’s late blitz powers Arcs 
Andheri into summit clash
FPJ News Service 
MUMBAI 

Skipper Shivam Dube led 
from the front with a match-
winning unbeaten knock as 
Arcs Andheri stormed into 
the final of the Nuvama 
Private T20 Mumbai League 
2026 with a five-wicket victory 
over Aakash Tigers Mumbai 
Western Suburbs in the first 
semi-final at the Wankhede 
Stadium in Mumbai on 
Thursday. 

After producing a disci-
plined bowling display to 
restrict the Tigers to 150/7, 
Andheri overcame a few hic-
cups in the chase before 
Dube's late fireworks guided 
them home with nine balls to 
spare. 

Chasing 151, Andheri suf-
fered an early setback when 
Musheer Khan was dismissed 
for a duck with just one run on 
the board. Opener Divyaansh 
Sksena and Arjun Tendulkar 
then steadied the innings with 
a 41-run partnership for the 
second wicket. However, 
Shams Mulani struck twice to 

swing the momentum back in 
favour of the Tigers, first 
removing Tendulkar (13) 
before dismissing the well-set 
Sksena for a brisk 34 off 16 
balls, an innings featuring six 
fours and a six. 

Prasad Pawar (26) and 
Pragnesh Kanpillewar (18) 
attempted to rebuild the 
chase with a valuable 40-run 

stand for the fourth wicket. 
Just as Andheri looked to be 
taking control, Ajit Yadav 
delivered a crucial double 
blow in the 13th over, dismis-
sing both batters and reduc-
ing Andheri to 92/5. 

With the chase hanging in 
the balance, Dube took 
charge. The Andheri skipper 
stitched together an unbroken 

59-run partnership with 
Gaurav Jathar (11 not out) and 
finished unbeaten on 45 off 
just 26 deliveries, smashing 
five sixes and a four to seal his 
side's place in the final. 

Earlier, six Andheri 
bowlers shared the wickets as 
they kept the Tigers' batting 
unit in check throughout the 
innings. 

Opting to bat first, Tigers 
skipper Sarfaraz Khan pro-
vided an aggressive start with 
a 34-run knock off 17 balls, 
including six fours and a six. 
Opener Jay Bista added 35 off 
33 deliveries, while Harsh 
Rane (13) and Ajit Yadav (12) 
chipped in with useful con-
tributions. 

However, the Tigers 
struggled to build substantial 
partnerships in the middle 
overs, with Saksham Parashar 
falling for a duck and the rest 
of the batting order failing to 
accelerate. For Andheri, 
Ashutosh Ghagre was the pick 
of the bowlers.

Brief Scores: Aakash 
Tigers MWS 150/7 in 
20 overs (Jay Bista 35, 
Sarfaraz Khan 34; 
Ashutosh Ghagre 
2/21) lost to Arcs 
Andheri 151/5 in 18.3 
overs (Shivam Dube 45 
not out, Divyaansh 
Sksena 34; Ajit Yadav 
2/23, Shams Mulani 
2/23) by 5 wickets. 

Results: GM Iniyan, Pa (1) beat Srihari, L (0) 

De Silva, L M S T (0) lost to Sankalp, Gupta (1) 
Gupta, Abhijeet (0) lost to Borgaonkar, Akshay (1) 
Mohammad, Nubairshah Shaikh (½) Draw Ajay, 
Santhosh Parvathareddy (½) 
Paichadze, Luka (½) draw Bivor, Adak (½)   
GM Nikitenko, Mihail (1) beat Wagh, Suyog (0) 

AFI to host Indian 
Athletic Awards 2026  
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Athletics Federation of 
India (AFI) will host the inaug-
ural edition of the Indian 
Athletic Awards on June 20 in 
Delhi, in an initiative aimed at 
recognising excellence in 

Indian athletics. 
The awards have been con-

ceptualised as a platform to 
honour current and former 
athletes, coaches, technical 
officials, mentors, state associ-
ations, sponsors, and all other 
stakeholders whose contribu-
tions have played a vital role. 


