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6 of family killed as 4-storey
bu1ld1ng collapses in Capital

Five adjoining
Dbuildings in a nearly
10m radius were
either partially
damaged or
developed cracks due
to the impact

o Fratan ingh
kansinghehrdustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: Six members of o
Farmily were killed and cight oth-
ers injured — four from the same
Esrmily s the decssed — afteran
unauthorised four-storey resi-
dentind building collapsed inan
approximately five feet narrow
lane in Janta Colony of the Wel-
come neighboarhood, northeast
Delhi, on Saturday morning.
palice said.

At least five adjoining mudts-
atorey buildings in o nearly
0-metre radius were either par-
tially damaged or developed
cracks due fo te intpact ol the
eollapse and the search and res-
‘cue operations were hampered
because the Incldent happened
In am area where bulkiings stomd
cheek by jowl, thevadded. Locak
sail the residentiol buikling wis
mround 40 vears o, and under-
went revamp work around five
yesmgo

P bmilding collopsed a Janta Colony. in

the

collapae at T.d0dam. A tatal of 14
people were trapped when the
Duilding collapsed. Twitially.
cight peaple were rescied. The
badies of a couple. aged 50 and
46, were retrieved ot llam. The
remalning four missing people
were also dead by the time we
spotted ihem and their bodies
woere retrieved around 5. 30pm,
Al those listed as missing were
have been accounted for, but the
search and rescue operation is

rof police
(northeast) Vijay Kumar said
that a team reached the spot
after the Weleame police station
received information about the

Mandi-Kullu NH blocked; 241
water schemes affected in HP

HT Carrespondent
et terschd @nndastantimes com

SHIMLA : Mandi to Kullu
national highway was blocked
fallowing a landslide near 4
mile in Pandoh area near
Mandi on Saturday evening
Alandslide also oecurred at
Kainchi Mod near Pandoh Dam
in Mandi district on Friday
night following heavy raln,
blocking the Chand|garh-Man-
ali National Highway Tor 10
hours till Saturday noon,
Mandi superintendent of
police (5P} Sakshi Verma said

ing" said Kumar.
Persannel from e National
Disaster Besponse Force, lire
department, police, Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, and dvil

defence volunteers earried out
the reseue aperstions. Dethi Fire
Services chief Al Garg said the
fire control room was informed
ahout the collapse around 7am
at iane number 5 on Eidgah
Road. “Seven flre tenders were
rushed along with rescue
teams., Two bodies were found
under the rubble and removed
around Ham,” he said.

Oficials said the building was
owned by S0-vear-old Ahdul
Matleob Khan, ome of the
checeased people. There was a
vaeant hall on the ground Noor
af the building and the three
floors above itwere ocoupied by

work of Ing debris is
underveay. As the rain haled
the traffic was restored on the
road after about 10 hours and
one lane of the rond was
opencd for vehicles though
Volvo buses were not allowed
till the filing of this report,

e MaT department has
predicted light to moderate
rain at many places with omeor

ocked due lolmnvy Imldaude near Pandolvon Saturday, wrssoro

Inighwiays — Mandi to Dharam-
pur via Kotli, and Mandi 1o
Kullu near 4 mile and Bindra-
wvan were blocked on Saturday.

Ii Ram calls for
peeding up
r!lnblllmion

with light thunderstorm/light-
ning at isolated places In
Mandl, Solan. Shimla and Sir-
maur district in the next 12
hoirs along with light 1o mad-
erute Tain at few places in
Kully, Chamba and Kinnsur
districts while light rain has
been predicted at Bsolated pla-
ces In remaining districts of the
state,

AS DT STANE EMETRENCY Oper-
ation centre & total of 252
roads, incloding two national

Leader of € Jal Ram
Thakw stressed on the need for
rehablliation of the disaster hit
areas (o Mandi disirlet. Tha-
Kur, who on Saturday, vistted
Karsog assembly monstituency,
said, "Thie tragedy is very big
and its effects are also very
serigus. There are mare chal-
fenges in the coming fime
which the administration and
the affected people will Tave 1o
fare, Those who want m help,
shuuld alss help us in rehabili-

wation”

di-Eull \IHwhlch\ns

Restoration of drinking
water schemes in Seraj
on war footing: Dy CM
Around 150 drinking water
schemes have been partially
restored In devastatian hil
Seraj constituency, said deputy
chief minister Mukesh Agni-
hotri of Saturday.

He said thnt restoration
work was betng carrled out on
awar [ootlng,

Agnihotri said, " As many as
241 drinking water schemes
wero dumoged due 1o the disas-
ter, af which 150 have already
been partially restored. The
remaining schemes are being
actively warked upon and the
departmentil teams are work-
ing roumd the chock o restore
normoal water supply at the ear-
ligst."”
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Coimplesat Karlapur on Licaese besie™

HTMedialid.
u!rnnuly onoourages meaders 1o
make whatoeer investigation ey
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Khan and his Eamily. OF the eight
injured people, seven were
acdmlted (o Jug Pravesh Clan-
dra hospital, anda 14-month-old
baoy, Ahmed Khan, was taken ti
Guru Teg Bahadur hozpical.
Ahmed 15 Khan's grandson and
his condition d to be criti-
cal, nfficials said.

The five other deceased peo-
ple were identified as Khan's
wife Rubia, 46, their thoee chil-
dren, Javed Ehan. 13, Abdullah
Ehamn, 15, and Zubia (Rrst name
known), 27, amd Zubin's daugh-
ter, Fozla, two. Four people
injured from the same family
Include Khan's other sons, Par-

wviz Khan, 32, and Naved Khan,
19, Parves's wife Siza. 21, and
thelr 14-month-old son Ahmad.

The four other injured Fved in
an adjacent udlding, which was
alsodomeaged They were ident-
fied by palice as Govinda (first
e know), 50, hiswife Degpa
(first naine knowe), 56, i
chughier, Jyoul Kashyap, 27, and
Jyoti's husband. Bavi Kashvap,
27, Docpa's condition is akso crit-
Scal after parts of concrete fell on
her head during the collapse.

D to difficulties emerging
from unauthorised construe-
tions in the locality, rescuers
Sirmied a 50-metre hinman dhain
o remove the debris manually
and dump itin a nearby grmmi
officials from the NDREF and
lecal adminbaration wid HT. An
electricity pillar inside the lane
ks hroke because of the fmpct
end fell on another building,
Blocking the rescue.

{ AMARNATH YATRA }

8,500 personnel deployed
under Operatl on Shiva

Ravi Krishnan Khajuria
etmici Bt ustartines com

JamMmMu:  Indisn Army has
lannched Operation Shiva and
has deploved over 8500 saldiers
armed with suphisticated weap-
ons and supporied by a wide
array of technobogical and opers
ational resources 3 ensure
smooth and hassle-free Amar-
nath prilgrinmage

The ongeing pilgrimage will
concluded on August 9 on the
festival of Raksha BEandhon.

The armmy has been working in

ch wilth the civil
ion and central BSF ingthe Amarnath Yatra in J;
armed police forces (CAPFS) to Satunday, i
ensure the smooth and secure
conduct of the Amarrsih Yair, Adymnlnumllltﬂm)rum seourily drill, he said.
i LtCol He security He also informed regarding
Sumeel Bartwal, nddlng that a5 duplmumsml corridor protec- the other measures in place,

part of this year's enhanced
security [nmlcu ork, over 8500

tion measures have been instl-
tuted, e added, lepqelll.ﬂsnl:

roops! deployed, sup-
parted by rnmllr seray ol techno-
logical and operational resour-
oes,

asaistance to civil
aka being provided, partic uhrl_y

mcluding engineer task forces
for bridge construction, tragk
widening and disaster mitiga-
liun. deployment of more than

in disaster
cmmgcncy response.

ael, with lkudvsncc drcssl.r:g

It was. not clear
what led 1o the collapse but
some neighbours sid the build-
g was poorly constructed and
there were also seepape jssues.
Police said they will soon rogis-
ter a.case, they said. No compen-
satlon or ex gratia was
annosnced fill Sanrday nighe.

Govinda. one of the injured,
said he wos sleeping on their
first floor house with his wife
Deepa, and son Ankush, 26
Covinda's danghter, Jyoti and
her hushand Ravi were on the
secandd floor, dyoti pnd Ravi said
they fell on the rubble of Mat-
Boohy's buitding when their floor
camic crashing down

Centre advances talks
to July 20; Wangchuk
defers hunger strike

HT Comrespondent
etterhd@hinditantses com
JAMMU: Following a propasal
by the BIP government al the
Centre [0 pre-pone anoher
reands of talks aver statehoad
and Sixth Schedule to Ladakh.
president of the Ladakh Bud-
dhist Associution, co-chalrman
of the Leh apex body and formier
miinister, Cheriig Datje Ladmok
on Samrday announced that
envirommentalist Sonnm Wang-
chuk has deferred his 35 day-
long hurger strike.

Wangehuk, o pewly inducted
member of the Leh apex body,
had planned 1o go on hunger
strike from July B,if the Centre

HU?
FROM JULY 15
EARLIER

leader Thupstan Chhewang
parting ways with LAB, he sald,
e wlil resodve the issue soon,”

Leh apex body along with
EKargil Democratic Alliance
(KDA) hits been spearheading o
protracted agitation for state-
hood and Sixth Schedule to
Ladalch. The home ministry hod
earlierassured w hold the meet-
ingon July 28, which according
i LAB, ks now advanced the.

ailed to hobd talls and  dute to July 20

Kargil [y tic Alliance continnal agim-

(KDA) befare July 15, tions by the | pecple of Ladakh,
Addressing & press confer-  the Union home minisiry had

enceat Leh, Lakrook said, *Since.
i mew proposil has come from
the Centre to hold ks on July
30 and there is no big gap
between July 15 and 20, Sonam
Wangehuk has decided (o defir
hiks hunger strike”

“However, we have to seeif
they (MHA) invite us on July 10
for another rournd of talks, At the
same time, wie have bo see if tey
Include statehoad and Sixth
Schedule in the agenda or not
because we: st wanl b remain
entangied on the isse of unem-
ployment. A lotof talks followed
by action for jobs has already
taken place,” said Lakrook

On recent developments

| regareling the Buddhist spirinal

fervmed a high-powensd commmit-

tee in 2023 under minister of
state Nityanand Bai to discuss
ways bo protect Ladakh's unigue
culture, considering [ts location
and strategle Imporiance. Dur-
g s VISIT 10 strategic reglon on
June 30 and July 1 union home
socremry Govind Mohan had
met & delegation of the LAB and
assured them that next meeting
of the MHA with apex body and
KDA will be convered soon. It
iy be stated here that Wang-
chuk has recently e the Leb
apex body and alse agreed upon
to represent high powered com-
mittee and sub commitiee dar-
Ing; deliberations with the union
home minkstry,
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Thi high-tempoop
arion aims o provide a robust
security architceture ilong both
e norer s ard Soutlern yatm
roules, particularly in ligatof the
heightened threat from Paki-
atan-hacked proxes in the after-
math of Dperatin Sindoor, he
added.

o

station:

um—U}G (urmnnned aerial sur-
wveillance) grid with more than
50 C-UAS and EW (early warn-
ing) systems each to

a 100-bed hospiral, and 26 cogy-
gen booths supported by
Z00000Titres of vxygen, sigral

drome threats.

Hegular UAV mizsions and
live monitoring of yatra rouses.
and holy cave s part of the dally

nication, emergency detach-
mients for technical suppost, and
Bomby detectlon and disposal
squads.

| JAMMU ]

CJU STUDENT
RUNNING ILLEGAL
ARMS TRADE HELD

JammMu:  Police on Friday
arrested a student of Central
University of Fammu [CUJL who
ran illegal arms trade, said offi-
cials.

The accused was identified as
Kaif Ahmed, son of Shami
Ahmed, resident of Barharls
near Masgid Barharia. Siwan in
Bitiar. He wie a studen ot Cen-
tral University Jammm (Rahya)
in Vijaypur orea of Samba dis-
it “Sambn police has uncov.
ered a criminal network
Invelved In the illagal arms
tracde, following a tip-ofl” sid s
apokesperson. & case his been

Property of 3 terrorists

attaLhLd in Ganderbal

Intterschi Shesdurtantimes. com

SRINAGAR : Police on Saturday
attuched properties af three wer-
rorists worth 232 crore in Gan-

Police suid that they have
artasched immovable properties
warth 2 5.2 crore belonging to
three terrorisis from
Pok involved in case FIR No.
482006 under Section 13 of the
Uniawful Activitics (Prevention]
Act, registered st Kheerbavani

Ganderbal

174 1ol of 8 Kanals and 0%
Marlss of land has been attached
following due legal process, In
compliance with arders isued
by court of additional sessions

e s pecial Jur.l“: designntod
under NIA Act).” the official
said.

Thisaction s part of the oags-
img efforts of Potice i curbactiv-
Hies inimical o the sovereignty
and integrity of the Union Terri-
tory of Jammu & Kashmir, Tt
reflects thezero-tokerance podicy

The
fled the individuals as Farooq
Ahmiel Rather af Kurag Gander-
Dok, Noor Molmammad Parry of
Maohiam

g arabening such elements.
Police remaing steadfost in its
IS0 0 ersure peace, puiblic

registered under Arms Act, Fur- | Hatbura Ganderbal and salety, and security across the
ther investigation is on, wrc | mad Magbool Sofiof Khurhama  distrier,” the spokesman said.
{ THE PINK WHISPER |

Lotus blooms at Wular Lake
again after three decades

A lodms at Walar Lake,

[ —————

SRINAGAR: Lotus have found
their way back te Walar Lake—
Asia's second fresh water lake—
alfter decades.

The reappearance of the
Lotus flower is being seen as &
major step towards lake conscr
wvation and a hope for those farmd-
les whio uzed to earm thedr liveli-
hood from the lake. & pack of
1w kilogram of Lotus stem is
seid in local markees for 1250
10350 depending upon the gual-

ity
The biooming lotuses h:wu
nat

LOCALS, OFFICIALS
ARE GIVING CREDIT

“Yes, after decades we have
seen Lotus flowers in Widar, [1s
avery encouraging sign,” sajd
Abid Shelkh who lives close 1o
e banks of Wular in Kanibat-
ech village, Bandipora. “This
Lotus used (o be here but thern
afler mussive floods in 1962, the

Many fish-

ricton Friday.

table and known vegearian cui-
sine, The flood deposited o large
quantity of sl in twe lnke that
buried the Iotus vegetation over
the vesrs,

Shewkat Alimad of 5K Bala
willage who is aiso associated
with WUCMA said that for the
first time hie saw lotus stoms in
Wlar after decades. *T am more
than 30 years ofd. [ have never
seen Lotusin Walar. Lastyear |
saw the bloom for the lirs time.
Mo i massive and credit goes
o e desiltingg,” he said, adding
that last time as per his mitial

ermen used 1o harvest Lotus
A earys thelr lvelifrood.”

ists bt 1lso the $0.000 people
wha are directly of indirectly
dependent on the lnke for livefi-
heod. Locals as well as officals
give credit to conservation
project knumehed by WOCMA in
2088,

Spreml over two districts
—Barmmulln ard Bandipora —in
north Kashmir, the Wislar Lake
isome of the 42 Indian wetlands
deslgnated as & Ramsar site,
which means lakes of inema-
tional standard. It is shallow
witha maximum depth of 58 m
and covers 130 sqg km, providing
0% of the Valley's fish produce.
Thelake &5 also known for water
chestnuts and is the lifeling of
the 50 surrounding vilages, For
he past six years, more than
3300 erove have been spent on
the lake's conservation and
experts say Tesults are reflecting
an gronnd.

Project Coordinator Wular
Conservation and Managemen|
Authority (WUCMA), Crais
Faroog Mir, said that the Lotus
stem is back in Wular after 21
years bur local fishermen soy
they hove harvessed e after 20
years

“We made intervention by
desilting the lake and all those
arcas the old seed has rojuve-
nated, At some places we have
introduced seed as weil, The
lotuss o s eesriar Imbaca'. ula

the people who ate
dependent on Wular have tien
lotus warth 250 10 60 lakhs,
“This time, the government (s
planning to go For license fee or
may nllow plucking on tender
basls, Last year i1's wason trial
basis but this time it's massive
and with passage it's gong 1o
spread over other parts of the
ke

Envirommentalist Jukal Jechani
‘wha hatl spent months it Walar
documenting the lake, said the
bark to back floods played havee
for Lotus stem. “With conservi-
tion of lake s many nlaw [he

ces which h
the Lotus stem nL\:ﬂs shullow
water for growth,” Mir said, add-
ing that along with revenue
authorities they will decide how
to Barvest it The local cammu-
nities will de it s its their rght,
he further said.

Lotus flowers are attractive
and thelr stem in local parlance
Iscalled “nadru”, a tasteful vege-

seeds must 1in
ke or the old scats have rejuves
nated at many places which has
sepn reappearance of Lotus stem
I Whalar,” he sald,

Since the beginning of lake's
COTISEFVITION PrOject, more Uhin
5 sq km of the Lake has been
dredged, while another 22 s km
af critically sllted arca will also
beclesned.



