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Assam man arrested for rap-
ing, impregnating 16-year-old

daughter in 2022: Police
Silchar, Agency:A

man in his 40s was
arrested in Assam’s
Cachar district for
allegedly raping and
impregnating his 16-
year-old daughter in
2022, police said on
Tuesday.

According to police
officers, the survivor,
who later gave birth to
a baby girl in the
Udharbond area,
lodged a complaint
with the help of the
Child Helpline on
January 18, nearly two
years later.

A case under Section
6 of the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act,
2012, which deals with
aggravated penetrative
sexual assault, and
Section 376(3) of the
Indian Penal Code
(IPC), which prescribes
20 years to life impris-
onment for raping a
woman below 16 years
of age, has been regis-
tered.

“After receiving the
complaint in January
this year, we registered
a case and began an
investigation. The
accused was abscond-
ing for the last 11
months. We managed
to apprehend him on
Monday night,” officer-
in-charge of the
Udharbond Police
Station Siimsing
Timung said.

Police said the sur-
vivor initially filed the
complaint this year at
the Rangirkhari Police
Outpost in Silchar
town, around 18 km
from the place of occur-
rence, alleging her
father raped her multi-
ple times at home. She
also alleged that he
threatened her with
dire consequences,
including killing her
younger brother, if she
ever revealed the mat-
ter to anyone.

The case was later
transferred to the
Udharbond Police
Station for further
investigation.

“The chargesheet
was submitted within
the mandatory time
frame, and we gathered
adequate evidence dur-
ing the investigation
indicating the alleged
rape,” an investigating
officer said.

The accused was
produced before a court
on Tuesday and
remanded to judicial
custody.According to
the complainant, her
health deteriorated
severely when she was
around seven months
pregnant. 

New Delhi, Agency:
RJD leader and
Mahagathbandhan chief
ministerial candidate
Tejashwi Yadav on
Wednesday dismissed the
exit poll projections for the
Bihar assembly elections,
most of which gave a clear
edge to the NDA and many
pollsters predicted that the
Mahagathbandhan would
not form the government. He
said he neither lives in false
optimism nor in misunder-
standing.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Patna, Yadav claimed
that even while people were
still standing in queues wait-
ing for their turn to vote, and
the polling process had not
yet ended, exit polls were
already being released, pre-
dicting the BJP-JD(U)
alliance’s victory in the

assembly elections.
Follow Bihar exit polls live

updates here.
“Yesterday, people stood

in long queues during voting,
even until six or seven in the
evening. People patiently
waited to cast their votes.
And while voting was still
underway, exit polls began to
emerge. We neither live in
false optimism nor in misun-
derstanding. These surveys
are brought out merely to
create a psychological
impact, to put pressure on
the officials involved in the
election process,” he said.

The RJD leader also ques-
tioned the sample size and
criteria of the surveys, which
he said had not even been
made public. “If you ask any
of those showing these sur-
veys about the sample size,
none of them can tell you.

Neither the sample size nor
the criteria of the survey have
been made public,” he said.

‘Mahagathbandhan col-
lected feedback’

Tejashwi said that the

Mahagathbandhan had col-
lected feedback from people
after they had cast their
votes, claiming that they had
received a positive response
and that change was on the

way.
“After the election ended,

we collected feedback from
people, and the information
we received has been
extremely positive. In the
past, such positive feedback
never used to come. You can
say that the feedback we
received this time is even
better than what we got dur-
ing the 1995 elections,” he
said.

The RJD leader added,
“Everyone has voted in large
numbers against this govern-
ment, and this time, change
is definitely going to happen.
I had already said that the
results will come on the 14th,
and the oath ceremony will
be held on the 18th.”

Bihar election exit polls
2025

Dainik Bhaskar projected
145-160 seats for the NDA,

73-91 for the
Mahagathbandhan and 0-3
for the Jan Suraaj. The
Matrize Exit Poll forecast the
NDA likely winning 147-167
seats, the Mahagathbandhan
70-90, and the Jan Suraaj
between 0-2 seats.

The People's Pulse gave
133-159 seats to the NDA, 75-
101 to the Mahagathbandhan
and 0-5 to Prashant
Kishore's Jan Suraaj party.

Exit poll projections are
made by election survey
agencies based on surveys of
sample groups spread across
constituencies in the state.
The agencies interview voters
as they leave polling stations
after casting their votes.

However, exit polls do not
always reflect the actual elec-
tion results, and several
instances in the past have
proved them wrong.

Tejashwi Yadav rejects Bihar exit poll projections, says numbers released during voting

New Delhi, Agency:
The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has
conducted a successful test of
the Main Parachutes for the
Gaganyaan Crew Module at
the Babina Field Firing
Range (BFFR), in Uttar
Pradesh's Jhansi.

This test, conducted on
November 3, is part of the
ongoing series of Integrated
Main Parachute Airdrop
Tests (IMAT) for the qualifi-
cation of the parachute sys-
tem for Gaganyaan Mission.

For the Gaganyaan Crew
Module, the parachute sys-
tem comprises a total of 10
parachutes of 4 types. The
descent sequence begins with
two apex cover separation
parachutes that remove the
protective cover of the para-
chute compartment, followed

by two drogue parachutes
that stabilise and decelerate
the module, ISRO said in a
statement on Tuesday.

"Upon release of the
drogues, three pilot para-
chutes are deployed to extract
three main parachutes, which
further slow down the Crew
Module to ensure a safe
touchdown. The system is
designed with redundancy--

two of the three main para-
chutes are sufficient to
achieve a safe landing," the
space organisation said.

The main parachutes of
the Gaganyaan mission
deploy in a step-by-step
process known as reefed
inflation. In this process, the
parachute first opens partial-
ly, which is called reefing, and
then fully opens after a pre-

determined period of time,
known as disreefing. This
process is carried out using
pyro device.In this test, one of
the possible extreme scenar-
ios of delay in the disreefing
between the two main para-
chutes was successfully
demonstrated validating the
main parachutes for the max-
imum design. The test evalu-
ated the system's structural
integrity and load distribu-
tion under asymmetric dis-
reefing conditions--one of the
most critical load scenarios
expected during actual mis-
sion descent.A simulated
mass equivalent to the Crew
Module was dropped from an
altitude of 2.5 km using the
Indian Air Force's IL-76 air-
craft, as the "the parachute
system deployed as planned
and the sequence was execut-
ed flawlessly."

Steps to Gaganyaan mission: ISRO's Main Parachutes test for module a success
New Delhi, Agency:Three

members of a family, including two
children, died after they allegedly
consumed pesticides in Bihar's
Buxar district, police said on
Wednesday.

A one-year-old boy, who was
also allegedly fed pesticides, was
taken to the Buxar Sadar Hospital
but referred to Patna for advanced
treatment as his condition deterio-
rated, a senior officer said.

"After an altercation with her
husband, 30-year-old Sabita Devi
was suspected of having consumed
pesticides in her residence in Purab
Tola locality within the Naya
Bhojpur police station limits on
Tuesday, and she allegedly gave
pesticides to her seven-year-old
daughter Jyoti, five-year-old son
Akash and one-year-old son
Vikash," he said.

"Three of them died, and one

child is battling for his life," the
police officer said.

An investigation has been initi-
ated, and a team has been sent to
Buxar Sadar Hospital for inquiries,
he said.

A Buxar Sadar Hospital official
stated that they appeared to have
ingested pesticides, and three of
them were declared brought dead.

Sabita's husband Sunil Kumar, a
mason by profession, told reporters
that Sabita was his third wife.

Bihar woman, 2 children die after 'consum-
ing' pesticides; 1-year-old son battling for life

Shillong, Agency:
The Meghalaya social wel-
fare department has
finalised its proposed
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) to
address early marriages
and cases of violence
against women and chil-
dren.

The draft has been sub-
mitted to the state’s advo-
cate general for legal vet-
ting before it is presented
to the Meghalaya High
Court and made public.

The SOPs, once cleared
by the advocate general,
are expected to provide a
uniform framework for law
enforcement, social work-
ers, and local institutions
in handling cases of early
marriage and gender-
based violence.

Adviser to the depart-
ment Paul Lyngdoh said
the SOPs aim to bridge the

gap between traditional
practices and existing laws
such as the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act.
“The challenge is to strike
a balance between cultural
realities and the law of the
land. Early marriages are
widespread, and the law
has to be implemented in a
way that is both effective

and sensitive,” Lyngdoh
said after a consultative
meeting with stakeholders
on Tuesday evening.

He said that implemen-
tation of the POCSO Act
remains difficult in rural
Meghalaya, where many
communities are unaware
of legal provisions. “We
don’t have child marriage
as an institution, yet early

marriages are common
across the state. Many girls
conceive at 13 or 14. When
enforcement happens, vil-
lages often plead igno-
rance, saying it’s a long-
standing custom,” he
added.Meanwhile, the
department plans a state-
wide awareness campaign
involving counsellors,
experts, and Child
Development Project
Officers (CDPOs) to reach
remote villages and educate
communities about child
protection laws.Lyngdoh
also called for stronger com-
munity participation in law
enforcement through the
revival and empowerment
of Village Defence Parties
(VDPs). He said that in
many rural areas, the near-
est police outpost is several
hours away, making it cru-
cial for local residents to
support policing efforts.

Meghalaya finalises SOPs to tackle early mar-
riages, violence against women and children

New Delhi, Agency: Two
men who allegedly tricked elderly
women into handing over their
jewellery using a fake “police-
check” story were arrested by the
Krishna Nagar police on Tuesday.
The duo used a deceptive hand-
kerchief-swap trick to steal orna-
ments and flee before victims
realised they had been conned,
said police.

“The accused have been identi-
fied as Imran alias Munna (25),
son of Jameel Ahmed, resident of
Shahpur Bhamrauli Phatak under
Dubagga police limits, and Kallu
alias Raju (25), resident of
Krishna Vihar. They were arrested
from the Gangakheda railway
underpass on Tuesday morning,”
said DCP West Nipun Agarwal.

According to the DCP, the
accused would roam around
neighbourhoods on a scooter
under the guise of scrap dealers.
After spotting elderly women
walking alone, they would
approach them and warn about

“police checking” ahead, advising
them to remove their jewellery for
safety. The victims were told to
wrap their ornaments in a hand-
kerchief for protection. The duo
would then cleverly swap it with
another similar-looking handker-
chief and flee with the real one.

“They changed multiple sets of
clothes before and after the act to
avoid identification through
CCTV cameras,” said ADCP South
Vasanth Rallapalli.

2 arrested for robbing jewellery from elderly
women using handkerchief-swap trick in Lucknow

New Delhi, Agency:A
harrowing incident recently rat-
tled Chhattisgarh's Jashpur
where a woman absconded
after she allegedly killed her
husband, stuffed his body into a
bag and called her daughter to
confess to the crime.

In Bhinjpur village under
Duldula police station limits,
the 43-year-old Santosh Bhagat
was killed by his wife, who cov-
ered his body with a blanket,
and stuffed it into a trolley bag,
news agency PTI reported quot-
ing Jashpur senior superin-
tendent of police Shashi Mohan
Singh.

The incident came to light
after their daughter, who lives
in Korba, rushed to Bhinjpur
with her husband the next day
and informed Bhagat's elder

brother Vinoj Minj, who shortly
filed the case complaint.

The accused Mangrita and
her husband, Santosh Bhagat
had been quarrelling frequent-
ly, read a TOI report that quot-
ed neighbours as saying.

According to the FIR, the

couple had an argument on
November 7. Neighbours said
the dispute spilled over to next
day, and Bhagat was likely mur-
dered on the night of November
8.

Police booked Mangrita
under BNS Section 103(1)

(murder) and launched a
search for her. A team was
also dispatched to
Maharashtra to trace her.
Bhagat is suspected to have
died of bleeding from the
nose and mouth.

The body was sent for
autopsy, and the preliminary
post-mortem report indicat-
ed a fatal blow to the temple
inflicted with a sharp-edged
weapon, officials said.

Mangrita, who used to
work in Mumbai and had
returned to the village a few
months ago, is absconding
and efforts are on to arrest
her, police said. As per the
complaint, the deceased has
three children, all of whom
are married and live outside
the village.

Chhattisgarh woman kills husband, stuffs body in bag, rings daughter to confess


