
Nikolai was introduced to 
horse riding and polo from a 
young age; supported and 
coached by Riyhad and 
mother Alisha.  

At just 16 years of age, he 
represented Mumbai’s 
Amateur Riders Club (ARC) 
and the American School of 
Bombay, he has competed in 
Sub-junior and Junior 
National Polo 
Championships.  

He credits his father as his 
coach and mother for moral 
encouragement and feels 
polo is his sanctuary offer-
ing mental clarity. 

“When I was younger, I 
would always sit on the 
stands, watching my father 
play polo, waiting for the 
day I could play alongside 
him. My ambition drove me 
to start riding, not knowing 
that in 7 months from the 
time my dad started my 
polo training I would  start 
playing with him. Riding 
and Polo is a key part of my 
life and without it i dont 
know where i would be.,” 
Nikolai said. 

Nikolai’s father Riyhad has 
been instrumental in reviv-
ing and promoting polo in 
Mumbai. As Polo chairman 
at ARC, he has curated high-
profile tournaments like 
the Turf Games 
International Cup, 
Christmas Polo Cup and the 
Maharaj Prem Singh Trophy, 
attracting elite players and 
media attention.  

Riyhad co-founded the La 
Pegasus team, winning the 
Northern India Open 
Championship, secured an 

impressive 9-7 victory.  
“After playing polo, I have 

learned how to anticipate  
people’s thoughts and reac-
tions very  quickly which 
has helped me in many 
other ways outside the 
game.  

The discipline that this 
sport has taught me has 
shaped my personality and 
character, and has imbibed a 
deep sense of confidence 
that my dad and I can 
achieve anything when 
together. I endeavor to per-
form at a high level but 
I will always play the 
sport as a hobby and con-
tinue to concentrate on my 
education which is my pri-
ority at the moment,” 
Nikolai added. 

When it comes to the 14-
year-old Inaara Mehta, she 
has been making waves at 
several international events 
such as Concours De 
Dressage (CDN), Mumbai 
where she clinched the Gold 
medal.  

At the National 
Equestrian Championship 
in Delhi, she bagged the 
team gold in the Dressage 
Sub-junior team event and 
Junior National Equestrian 
Competition Qualifier, 
Mumbai.  

Inaara’s father Milan 
Luthria is famously known 
for his exploits as a Hindi 
film director. 

Luthria had achieved 
commercial and critical suc-
cess with Taxi No 9211, Once 
Upon A Time In Mumbai, 
The Dirty Picture and 
Baadshaho.
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FATHER’S DAY SPECIAL | We look at a compelling story of legacy 
and passion, unfolding at Mumbai’s iconic Amateur Riders’ Club

Following the Dad’s trails
Haridev Pushparaj 
MUMBAI 

On the momentuous occa-
sion of the Father’s Day, we 
highlight the journeys of 
two father-daughter pairs 
who have illuminated each 
other’s lives with their 
achievements across diverse 
arenas.  

This Father’s Day, we’d 
love to spotlight a compel-
ling story of legacy and 
passion, unfolding at 
Mumbai’s iconic Amateur 
Riders’ Club (ARC).  

Meet Milan Luthria 
(President, ARC & noted 
film director) and Riyhad 
Kundanmal (Polo Chairman, 
ARC & Architect), two 
fathers at the forefront of 
shaping Mumbai’s eques-
trian and polo culture.  

Milan Luthria’s daughter, 
Inaara (14), is one of India’s 
brightest young dressage 
talents with a stellar 
national and international 
record, all while balancing 
academics with grace.  

Riyhad Kundanmal’s son, 
Nikolai (17), is Mumbai’s 

youngest polo player, deeply 
committed to reviving 
India’s heritage sport while 
training rigorously and 
excelling in school.  

This is a rare story of two 
dynamic father-child duos 
redefining the equestrian 
narrative in India.    

Riyhad Kundanmal and his son Nikolai (R).

When I was younger, 
I would always sit on 
the stands, 
watching my father 
play polo, waiting 
for the day I could 
play alongside him. 
My ambition drove 
me to start riding, 
not knowing that in 
7 months from the 
time my dad started 
my polo training I 
would  start playing 
with him.  
Nikolai, equestrian player


