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5,439 birds injured by kite strings rescued
Press Trust Of India

AHMEDABAD: As many as 
5,439 birds were treated 
for injuries caused by 
kite strings during the 
Uttarayan festivities 
across Gujarat, Deputy 
Chief Minister Harsh 
Sanghavi has said. 

Under the state govern-
ment’s ‘Karuna Abhi-
yaan’ initiative, 4,937 
birds were successfully 
saved on Wednesday, 
he said. Sanghavi, in a 
post on X on Thursday, 
said, “Karuna Abhiyan 
— a unique initiative for 
compassion towards liv-

ing beings! Under the 
Karuna Abhiyan, which 
works to give injured 
birds a new lease of 
life, 5,439 birds across 
Gujarat were treated, 
out of which 4,937, that 
is 91 per cent, were 
saved successfully on 
January 14.”

UP govt 
to train 
Ayodhya 
boatmen
LUCKNOW: Boatmen oper-
ating on the Saryu river in 
Ayodhya will be trained 
to narrate the history of 
ancient local sites to tour-
ists as part of a new ini-
tiative to enhance the pil-
grimage experience. Uttar 
Pradesh Tourism and Cul-
ture Minister Jaiveer Singh 
said on Friday that the 
move aims to transform 
boat rides into cultural 
tours while ensuring pas-
sengers safety. In a state-
ment, Singh said the ini-
tiative follows a steady rise 
in tourist footfall in Ayo-
dhya and growing interest 
in boating.. The Tourism 
Department is conducting 
a three-day training ses-
sion from January 15 to 17 
for 55 boatmen and other 
tourism stakeholders. The 
programme, organised 
in collaboration with the 
Manyavar Kanshiram Tour-
ism Management Institute, 
Lucknow and the State 
Disaster Response Force 
(SDRF), aims to prepare 
boatmen for storytelling, 
digital payments, disaster 
management and emer-
gency first aid.
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Friday said that 
candidates from reserved 
categories who secure 
higher marks than the 
general category cutoff 
must be adjusted against 
unreserved seats.

Reaffirming the land-
mark legal principle, 
a bench comprising 
Justices M M Sundresh 
and Satish Chandra 
Sharma said, “It is now a 
settled proposition of law 
that a candidate belong-
ing to reserve category 
(SC, ST and OBC) who has 
scored marks higher than 
the cut off marks for the 
General Category is to be 
treated as having quali-
fied against an open or 
unreserved vacant post.”

The bench made the 
observations while set-
ting aside a 2020 judg-
ment by the Kerala 
High Court, which had 
previously directed the 
Airports Authority of 
India (AAI) to appoint 
an unreserved candidate 
by excluding meritori-
ous reserved category 

(MRC) candidates from 
the general list. Justice 
Sharma, who authored 
the judgment, said the 
“unreserved” category 
is not a “quota” for gen-
eral candidates but an 
“open” pool available 
to all based strictly on 
merit.

The verdict said that 
this “Merit Induced 

Shift” is a requirement 
of Article 14 (equality 
before law) and Article 16 
(equality of opportunity 
in public employment).

When a reserved cat-
egory candidate outper-
forms general candidates 
without using any con-
cessions (like age or fee 
relaxations), they must 
be counted as an “open” 
candidate, it said.

This, in turn, keeps 
the reserved quota seats 
available for the next 
most meritorious candi-
dates within that specific 
reserved category, it said. 
The dispute originated 
from a 2013 recruitment 
drive by the AAI for 245 
posts of Junior Assistant 

(Fire Service).
Following the selec-

tion process, the AAI 
filled 122 unreserved 
seats by including both 
general category candi-
dates and meritorious 
candidates from OBC, SC 
and ST backgrounds.

Sham Krishna B, an 
unreserved category can-
didate who was placed at 
Serial No 10 on the wait-
ing list, challenged this 
process.

He argued that 
reserved category 
candidates should be 
restricted to their respec-
tive quotas, which would 
have moved him up into 
a permanent appoint-
ment. The Kerala High 
Court previously ruled 
in his favour, finding the 
AAI’s selection process 
“vitiated” and ordering 
his appointment. How-
ever, the top court has 
now overturned that 
decision.

SC set aside Kerala High 
Court 2020 judgment

West Bengal govt issues 
guidelines for treatment of 
Nipah virus infection

The bench made the observations while setting aside a  
2020 judgment by the Kerala High Court.
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KOLKATA: The West Bengal 
government issued guide-
lines for the treatment of 
suspected and confirmed 
cases of Nipah virus infec-
tion, with two patients 
already in hospital, officials 
said on Friday. It stressed 
early detection, strict iso-

lation and protocol-based 
clinical management to 
prevent transmission and 
fatalities. According to the 
guidelines, all suspected 
Nipah cases must be 
immediately isolated and 
managed in designated 
healthcare facilities with 
stringent infection preven-
tion and control measures.

FASTFACTS
z The verdict said that 
this “Merit Induced 
Shift” is a requirement 
of Article 14 (equality 
before law) and 
Article 16 (equality of 
opportunity in public 
employment).


