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Indian coastal authorities 'seize' 3 US-

sanctioned oil tankers linked to Iran

New Delhi, Agency: A
Mumbai court has ordered the city
police to take necessary steps to
repatriate alleged gangster Kumar
Pillai to his home country, Hong
Kong, noting that he has been
acquitted in all cases for which he
was originally extradited.A
Supreme Court ruling has made it
clear that in the absence of permis-
sion from the extraditing country,
the applicant cannot be tried in
India for any other pending cases,
Special MCOCA Court Judge
Satyanarayan R Navander said in
the order passed on February 13.

"Consequently, the prosecution
is left with no option but to take
steps to repatriate the applicant
(Pillai) to his home country, namely
Hong Kong," the judge said.

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Indian coastal authorities report-
edly "seized three US-sanctioned
tanker ships linked to Iran" earli-
er this month, a source informed
Media on Monday. The vessel
seizures follow the improvement
in India-US relations with
Washington announcing recently
that it would cut import tariffs on
Indian goods to 18% from 50%.

In a related development, US
military forces boarded another
sanctioned tanker in the Indian
Ocean after tracking the vessel
from the Caribbean Sea, in an
effort to target illicit oil trade con-
nected to Venezuela, the
Pentagon said on Sunday.

'Shadow fleet' vessels Stellar
Ruby, Asphalt Star and Al Jafzia
carrying sanctioned Iranian oil
were seized on Feb 6. India's
unprecedented enforcement
action took place the same day
that Washington and New Delhi
unveiled a major bilateral trade

framework.
Indian coastal authorities said

in a post on X on Feb 6 that they
had intercepted the three vessels
about 100 nautical miles west of
Mumbai after detecting suspi-
cious activity involving a tanker
in India's exclusive economic
zone. However, the post was later
deleted.

Stellar Ruby, Asphalt Star and
Al Jafzia frequently changed their
identities to evade action by
coastal states, and their owners
were based overseas, it was said.

According to Foundation for
Defense of Democracies (FDD), a
Washington DC-based research
institute, "All three were previ-
ously sanctioned by the US for

their ties to Iran. They form part
of a 30-tanker fleet managed by
Jugwinder Singh Brar, a UAE-
based Indian national designated
by the Treasury Department in
April 2025 for operating in the
petroleum sector of the Iranian
economy. The Stellar Ruby was
still flying an Iranian flag at the
time of the seizure".

Importantly, Iran too had
seized an oil tanker, MT Valiant
Roar, on Dec 8 with 16 Indian
crew members on board. Of the
16, eight have been released, but
eight are still in Iran's custody.
Their families have been
demanding the release of the
sailors.

As for US forces boarding
another sanctioned tanker in the
Indian Ocean, Venezuela has
faced US sanctions on its oil for
several years and relied on a
shadow fleet of falsely flagged
tankers to smuggle crude into
global supply chains. 

NEW DELHI, Agency:
The mother of a 23-year-old
man who died in a road acci-
dent in Dwarka earlier this
month has posted an emotion-
al video on social media, alleg-
ing that her son was killed by a
minor who was driving an SUV
recklessly while making
"speed fun reels".

Sahil Dhaneshra died in the
accident on February 3 near
Lal Bahadur Shastri College in
Dwarka. In a video message
shared on Sunday, his mother
appealed to the government,
media and local residents to
help her seek justice.

"I raised my child for 23
years as a single mother. On
February 3, my innocent child
was blown away by a car. I am
a helpless mother," she said in
the video posted on X.

In a post accompanying the
video, she wrote, "I lost my son
Sahil Dhaneshra, a 22+ year

old young and most talented
boy whom I raised for 23 years
alone as a single mom, was
killed brutally by a Scorpio N
bearing no. UP57BM3057.
Driver is an unlicensed driver
and his sister while making
speed fun reels in Dwarka."

She urged parents to
remain vigilant about road
safety and appealed to the
public to come forward in her
support.

According to Delhi Police, a
fatal accident was reported at
around 11.57 am on February
3. When officers reached the
spot, they found an SUV, a car
and a motorcycle in a damaged
condition. The motorcycle
rider, later identified as Sahil
Dhaneshra, was found dead at
the scene.

Ajit Singh, who had parked
his taxi on the roadside, was
also injured in the incident
and was taken to IGI Hospital.

Police said that the final med-
ical opinion on his medico-
legal case (MLC) is awaited.

A case was registered at
Dwarka South Police Station
under sections 281 (rash driv-
ing), 106(1) (causing death by
negligence) and 125(a) (act
endangering life or personal
safety of others) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS).

During the investigation,
the SUV driver was identified
as 17-year-old Akshatra Singh.

Police said he did not possess a
valid driving licence and was
apprehended. The minor was
produced before the Juvenile
Justice Board (JJB) and sent
to an observation home.

He was granted interim bail
on February 10 by the JJB on
the ground that he is a Class 10
student and due to appear for
his examinations, police said.

All three vehicles involved
in the accident have been
seized and mechanically
inspected. CCTV footage from
the area has also been collect-
ed as part of the ongoing
investigation.

According to preliminary
findings, the SUV allegedly
collided with the motorcycle
coming from the opposite
direction before hitting a
parked car on the roadside.
Police said that the matter
remains under investigation.

BENGALURU, Agency:
Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei
said even as artificial intelli-
gence technology produces
great value, it will also bring
big economic turmoil. So it is
important, he said, to ensure
everyone shares in the bene-
fits, and urged India, as the
world's largest democracy, to
use AI to make governance
more efficient and citizen-cen-
tric. "That's a really valuable
use of the technology," Amodei
said at the maiden edition of
Anthropic's Builder Summit in
Bengaluru on Monday.

Anthropic, valued at $380
billion and whose AI products
are used widely by enterprises
to make coding more efficient,
recently launched a slew of
new tools for other enterprise
functions like legal, sales and
marketing that caused a col-
lapse in the share prices of
software and IT services com-

panies around the world.
Amodei's visit coincided

with the AI company launch-
ing its Bengaluru operations.
Speaking to some 250 devel-
opers and entrepreneurs, he
noted that the technical inten-
sity of AI adoption in India
tends to be higher than else-
where. He said he's heard min-
istry of statistics is building an
AI system to query economic
data and statistics. "Generally,
govt bodies elsewhere don't
move this fast," he said.

Anthropic's business run
rate revenue in India, he said,
has doubled over the past four
months. "It's just really incred-
ible... It mirrors the general
progress and explosion in
Claude models and coding
models. But I think it's even
more extreme in India than
we've seen in other places of
the world."

'Tech Produces Great Value,

But Also Turmoil'
Amodei also pointed to

India's extraordinary scale as a
catalyst for innovation. "You
can run experiments with hun-
dreds of millions of people.
That scale allows entrepre-
neurs and builders to pivot
quickly and learn faster in
ways that simply aren't possi-
ble in smaller markets."

He said India's linguistic
diversity as a powerful driver
for AI innovation. It enables,

he said, building tools interop-
erate across languages, make
translation easier, and enable
true multilingual capabilities.
Claude, he said, is working
hard to support the long tail of
languages, and "with so many
regional languages in India,
I've seen some cool applica-
tions, including in the non-
profit and social benefit
space."

On the philosophy of his
38-page essay 'The
Adolescence of Technology',
Amodei said, "We need to
understand that this technolo-
gy is really going to change the
world at a speed and to a
degree that we haven't seen
with any other technology
before. That may sound hyper-
bolic, but if we look at the rate
of improvement, diffusion,
and adoption, it's something
that has no real precedent in
modern history." 

JAMMU, Agency: India is preparing to stop surplus water from the Ravi flowing into
Pakistan once the Shahpur Kandi dam on Punjab-J&K border becomes operational, marking
a long-awaited shift in use of eastern river waters of Indus basin.J&K minister Javed Ahmed
Rana said Monday the dam is expected to be completed by March 31 and is a priority for
drought-prone Kathua and Samba districts. Officials said the project will irrigate about 5,000
hectares in Punjab and more than 32,173 hectares across Kathua and Samba in J&K. 

NEW DELHI, Agency: As the
country moves towards becoming
Naxalism-free by March 31, it's not
just the last of Maoist leaders and
cadres that are being hunted or asked
to surrender. The physical symbols of
Left-wing extremism -- specifically,
'memorials' built by CPI(Maoist) to
"honour" its top leaders and com-
manders killed over the years -- are
also being wiped out in mission mode,
ensuring that the once Naxal-infested
villages are never reminded of their
violent and troubled past.

In line with home minister Amit
Shah's directions, reiterated at the Feb
8 review of Left-wing extremism in
Raipur, the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) has, over the last 15
days, demolished 53 such 'memorials'
across Sukma, Bijapur and Bastar in
Chhattisgarh. Backed by location-
mapping of these 'memorials', often
with help from the locals, the CRPF is
targeting the demolition of all by
February end. This will be followed up
with a plantation drive in the cleared
areas, so that they merge with the sur-

rounding forests, said a CRPF source.
CRPF has been at the forefront of

the multi-state offensive to reclaim
Maoists' pocket-boroughs and has a
predominant presence in the interior
villages of Bastar region through for-
ward-operating bases.

Among the CPI(Maoist) 'memori-
als' -- usually tiered, concrete struc-
tures shaped like a pyramid or pagoda,
some topped with CPI(Maoist)
insignia -- razed by earthmovers over
the past fortnight were ones erected
following the neutralisation of its gen-
eral secretary Namballa Keshava Rao
alias Basavaraju in Narayanpur in
May 2025 and of central committee
member Ramachandra Pratap Reddy
@ Chalapathi (CC) in Gariyaband in
Jan 2025.

"CRPF is very close to the goal of
uprooting Left-wing extremism from
the country. Its efforts now extend to
eliminating the fear of Maoists from
the minds of people of Chhattisgarh,
particularly tribals of Bastar who have
borne the brunt of decades of Left-
wing extremist violence. 

BENGALURU, Agency:
A foreign tour by a bloc of
Congress legislators aligned
with CM Siddaramaiah has
injected volatility into
Karnataka politics, sharpening
a power struggle with deputy
CM DK Shivakumar over a
long-speculated transition.

About 27 Congress MLAs
and MLCs are set to leave for
Australia and NZ Tuesday,
party insiders said. Legislators
insist the travel is routine, but
within the party it is seen as a
tactical move to undercut
Shivakumar's push for a
Congress legislature party

meeting to press for a change
at the top.

Congress returned to office
in 2023 amid talk of an
unwritten power-sharing deal
under which DKS would suc-
ceed Siddaramaiah.
Anticipating a leadership push
before budget session March
6, Siddaramaiah camp is said
to have encouraged select leg-
islators to travel. The high
command moved to rein in
damage, with Randeep
Surjewala calling MLAs to
defer plans. Some complied,
but others went ahead, sig-
nalling camp loyalties.

Siddaramaiah camp to take 27 MLAs abroad
'to counter DKS push for CLP meeting'

India moves to stop Ravi waters to Pak
as Shahpur Kandi dam nears finish

'Help me please': Mother of 23-year-old killed in Dwarka
by reckless driver making 'reels' posts emotional appeal 

India must use AI to make governance
efficient, citizen-centric: Anthropic CEO

In its war against Reds, CRPF is
now wiping out Maoist 'memorials'

Repatriate 'gangster' Kumar Pillai

to Hong Kong: Court; cites acquit-

tal in extradition cases
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Actress Wins Hearts in Sharry

Shayar’s Valentine’s Track; Celebrates
the Success of Jee Le Zara While
Gearing Up for Priyadarshan’s
HaiwaanActress Naira Shah is receiv-
ing immense appreciation for her per-
formance in Opul Music’s Valentine’s
special track Alfaaz, composed and
sung by Sharry Shayar. The romantic
music video has struck a chord with
audiences, with Naira’s expressive
screen presence and emotional depth
becoming a major highlights of the
song. Riding on the great response, she
is all set to feature in another upcoming
music video with Opul Music, sched-

uled to release next month.Expressing
her gratitude, Naira shared, “The love
for ‘Alfaaz’ has truly been overwhelm-
ing. Music videos allow you to connect
directly with the audience’s emotions,
and this one is very close to my heart.
I’m excited for the next project with
Opul Music — it’s going to be some-
thing special.”On the film front, Naira,
who has worked with director
Priyadarshan in Hungama 2 and her
last film Jai Shree Ram, the official doc-
umentary for Ram Mandir, will be col-
laborating with the veteran filmmaker
for Haiwaan starring Akshay Kumar
and Sailf Ali Khan. Her vertical series
Jee le Zara, released on 14th February.

Naira Shah garners love for Alfaaz,

set for another Opul music release


