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New Delhi, Agency: A
constitution bench of the
Supreme Court on Thursday
opined that governors and
the President cannot be
bound to any judicially
imposed timelines for acting
on state bills, ruling that such
directions would breach sep-
aration of powers and distort
the constitutional design.

The court, at the same
time, clarified that while their
decisions under Articles 200
and 201 (acting on bills) are
generally non-justiciable,
prolonged and deliberate
inaction by a governor may
invite limited judicial scruti-
ny, allowing courts to direct
the governor only to choose
one of the constitutionally
available options without
examining the merits of the
bill.

Delivering the advisory
opinion on a rare presidential
reference, Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Bhushan R Gavai,
speaking for the unanimous
five-judge bench, said that
although governors are ordi-
narily expected to act on the

aid and advice of the council
of ministers, the Constitution
also envisages limited areas
of discretion.

It would therefore be
“unfathomable”, the court
held, to interpret Article 200
as strictly binding governors
to ministerial advice when
returning a bill or reserving it
for the President — actions
that, by their nature, require
independent constitutional
judgment.

The bench also comprised
justices Surya Kant, Vikram
Nath, PS Narasimha and Atul
S Chandurkar. This is the first
presidential reference matter
in several years and one with
far-reaching implications for
Centre-state relations.
Though advisory opinions
under Article 143 are not
binding, they hold significant
constitutional authority and
influence executive and polit-
ical conduct. The court has
historically circumscribed its
own role in such references,
declining to revisit settled law
(as in the Cauvery reference),
expand the scope of the

President’s questions (as in
the Kerala Education Bill
case), or decide issues that
overlap with pending litiga-
tion (as in the Ayodhya refer-
ence). In today’s opinion, the
court reaffirmed those
boundaries while offering
clarity on the scope of judicial
intervention in the assent
process.

The bench began by exam-
ining the options available to
governors under Articles 200
and 201. CJI Gavai noted that
while states argued that only
three choices exist — assent,
withhold, or reserve for the

President — the provision
must be read in a manner
that promotes “constitutional
dialogue” and preserves the
federal structure. The first
proviso to Article 200, he
said, embodies this delibera-
tive spirit and cannot be
mechanically constrained.

Turning to the core ques-
tion before the court as to
whether timelines could be
imposed, the bench was
unequivocal. “Imposition of
timelines will be antithetical
to constitutional boundaries
and will trample upon sepa-
ration of powers,” CJI Gavai

said. The bench rejected the
proposition that courts could
judicially fill constitutional
silences by prescribing fixed
periods for gubernatorial or
presidential action. It also
held that there cannot be a
concept of "deemed assent"
to state bills because that
would defeat the constitu-
tional provisions entrusting
governors and Presidents
with specific roles.

On the justiciability of such
decisions, the bench held that
the discharge of functions
under Articles 200 and 201 is
not subject to judicial review,
and that courts cannot exam-
ine bills prior to their becom-
ing law.

The President, the court
added, is not required to
approach the judiciary for
guidance every time a bill is
reserved. However, indefinite
stalling of a bill could justify
limited judicial intervention,
since the “will of the people
expressed through the legis-
lature cannot be completely
defeated.” In such circum-
stances, courts may issue a

limited mandamus directing
the governor only to exercise
one of the options available
under Article 200, but cannot
dictate which option is to be
chosen.

The bench stressed that
this framework does not
reduce the governor to a
“rubber stamp”. But equally,
it does not permit courts to
supplant constitutional dis-
cretion with judicial com-
mand. The delicate balance,
the court said, lies in ensur-
ing checks against deliberate
inaction without trenching
upon the independence of
constitutional offices.

The advisory opinion
comes more than two months
after the Court reserved its
views on September 11, fol-
lowing ten days of extensive
hearings. The reference was
initiated by President
Droupadi Murmu in May
under Article 143, prompted
by a two-judge judgment
delivered on April 8 in State
of Tamil Nadu vs Governor of
Tamil Nadu. 

Cannot sit on bills indefinitely': SC's big guideline for Governors

New Delhi, Agency:
Senior officers in the city police
team investigating the alleged
leak of a series of purported
videos showing high-profile
inmates at the Bengaluru
Central Jail at Parappana
Agrahara have formally writ-
ten to US-based tech giant
Meta, seeking details of the
WhatsApp accounts through
which the clips were allegedly
spread all over the internet,
police said on Wednesday.

Police said that they have
sent the company the footage
in question and requested
information on the devices
used to record and circulate
the material. “We have sought
details of the mobile device
used to record these videos,
the phone numbers from
which they were forwarded
and the accounts that received
them,” an officer familiar with
the communication said.

Investigators added that
Meta is capable of providing IP
addresses and mobile num-
bers linked to the chain of cir-
culation and that they are
awaiting a response.

Initial findings suggest the
footage was captured at differ-
ent times. One video, showing
inmates purportedly having a
party inside jail premises, is
believed to have been shot in

2023, said investigators. A sep-
arate clip, which shows liquor
bottles placed on top of an
English newspaper dated
November 6, 2025, is consid-
ered recent.

The videos are clearly from
two different periods. That has
complicated the inquiry,”
another officer involved in the
case said.

Police have also questioned

a prisoner believed to have
allegedly recorded the earlier
video. The inmate reportedly
told investigators that the
mobile phone purportedly
used to record the clip was
seized during raids in 2023
and claimed he did not know
how the footage resurfaced,
said police.The inquiry has
also extended outside the
prison. Actor Dhanveer was
interrogated twice, said police,
adding that he did not cooper-
ate during questioning. When
his mobile data was retrieved,
investigators found evidence
that the videos were received
on his phone. 

He told officers he had
obtained the clips from a
lawyer and had forwarded
them to Vijayalakshmi.

wife of jailed actor Darshan,
but denied playing any role in
making the videos viral, said
police.

Police write to Meta for aid in jail clips probe

New Delhi, Agency: Classes resumed at Faridabad’s Al Falah Medical College on
Thursday, with first-year MBBS students scheduled to attend theirs from 8am to 4pm,
amid scrutiny the institution has faced since it emerged at the centre of the probe into the
recovery of explosive material and the
Delhi car blast.

Umar Un Nabi, a college faculty
member, was behind the wheel of the car
that exploded. On November 12, the Al
Falah University maintained that the
institution has no connection to the doc-
tors arrested in connection with the blast
“apart from them working in their offi-
cial capacity”.

Parents from cities such as
Chandigarh, Haldwani, Lucknow, Agra,
and Delhi accompanied their children to
campus on Thursday. Many said they
felt compelled to see the situation first-
hand before leaving their wards in the
hostels.

“I did not want to send my son here,
not after all the reports,” said Kumud
Kanojia from Agra, who waited outside
the campus until the first class ended.
“But we cannot afford to lose a year. 

Classes resume at Al Falah Medical
College amid scrutiny over Delhi blast

American, Agency:  India is
set to import Excalibur artillery
munitions and the Javelin anti-
tank missile system from the US
at a cost of nearly $93 million to
boost the army’s operational
readiness, with the US State
Department approving the possi-
ble foreign military sale of the
weapons and ammunition to the
country following New Delhi’s
requests.

The Defense Security
Cooperation Agency (DSCA) has
delivered the required certifica-

tions notifying Congress about the
development, which comes
around six months after the coun-
try launched Operation Sindoor
against Pakistan in May, follow-
ing the Pahalgam terror strike.
Excalibur ammunition was fired
from US-origin M777 ultra-light
howitzers during the four-day
military clash with Pakistan.

The Excalibur projectiles and
related equipment will cost $47.1
million, and the Javelin system
sale will be worth $45.7 million,
the DSCA said.

India to get American artillery muni-
tions, anti-tank missile system

New Delhi, Agency: Delhi
Police are probing two “closed
user groups” on encrypted mes-
saging apps, created in 2021 and
comprising members from the
medical fraternity. While their
link to the Red Fort blast module
is still unclear, investigators said
they have fanned out across Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and Uttarakhand
to trace the members and exam-

ine their possible connection to
the conspiracy.

At least seven members of
these groups – most of them
medical professionals – are
under the scanner of the Delhi
Police special cell teams assisting
NIA in the blast probe, officers
said. None of the seven have any
connection with Al-Falah
University.

Red Fort blast: Police probe encrypted
‘group chats’ on Telegram and Signal

New Delhi, Agency: The air quality index in
Delhi is dangerously near the severe mark again,
hovering in the ‘very poor’ category for the seventh
consecutive day.

As of 8 am on Thursday, the AQI in the Capital
stood at 399, just a point below the ‘severe’ mark.
Meanwhile, 20 air quality monitoring stations in the
Capital were above the ‘severe’ category, with
Wazirpur recording the highest AQI at 477. Lodhi
Road was registering the best air quality at 272.The
air quality has been deteriorating gradually over the
last three days, with the overall AQI being 392 on
Wednesday, 374 on Tuesday, and 351 on Monday,
according to the CPCB.

The CPCB classifies the air quality as ‘good’ in the
AQI is in the range 0-50, ‘satisfactory’ between 51
and 100, ‘moderate’ between 101 and 200, ‘poor’

between 201 and 300, ‘very poor’ between 301 and
400, and ‘severe’ above 400.

Delhi AQI nears ‘severe’ mark again as thick haze settles over NCR


