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Makhana to microchips, Republic Day to showcase India's story of growth

NEW DELHI,
AGENCY: The ministry of
home affairs on Thursday
notified the schedule for
upcoming houselisting and
housing phase of Census
2027, replicating each of
the 33 questions that were
proposed to be asked in
Census 2021 before the
pandemic forced its post-
ponement.

The fields of information
sought to be collected in the
housing phase of Census,
scheduled to be conducted
between April 1 and Sept
30, include the building
number; predominant
material of floor, wall and
roof of the census house;
use of the census house and
its condition; as well as
household number.

Information will have to
be furnished on total num-
ber of persons residing in
the household, name and
sex of the head of the

household; and if he/she
belongs to the SC, ST or
other category. Also includ-
ed are fields pertaining to
ownership status of the
house; number of dwelling

rooms in possession of the
household; and number of
married couples residing in
the household.

As regards amenities,
respondents will need to

apprise the census authori-
ty - either digitally through
the census app or during
the enumerator's visit - of
the main source of drinking
water, main source of light-
ing, access to and type of
latrine, waste water outlet
and availability of bathing
facility. Information will
also be sought on availabil-
ity of LPG or CNG connec-
tion in the household and
the main fuel used for
cooking. Household
amenities and facilities to
be mapped shall include
transistor, radio, TV, inter-
net access, mobile phone
or smartphone; and mode
of transport. Respondents
will also need to share
details of the main cereal
consumed in the house-
hold. The mobile number
of the household (head or
any other) will be collected
but used only for census-
related communications.

MHA notifies Census 2027 schedule, lists 33 questions
NEW DELHI ,

AGENCY: Prime
M i n i s t e r
Narendra on
Thursday had a
t e l e p h o n i c
exchange with
B r a z i l i a n
President Luiz
Inacia Lula De
Silva.

According to a
statement by the
ministry of exter-
nal affairs, both
the leaders reaf-
firmed their com-
mitments to
strengthen India-Brazil strategic
partnership

"Prime Minister Narendra
Modi received a telephone call
today from the President of
Brazil, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva.
The two leaders reaffirmed their
commitment to further strength-
en the India-Brazil Strategic
Partnership and take it to even

greater heights in the year ahead,"
MEA said.

"The leaders also exchanged
views on regional and global
issues of mutual interest. They
also underscored the importance
of reformed multilateralism in
addressing shared challenges." it
added. During the exchange, PM
Modi also invited Lula to visit
India at an early date.

Brazilian President dials PM Modi
Reaffirm India-Brazil partnership; discuss global issues

AHMEDABAD,AGENCY:
Congress Rajya Sabha MP
Shaktisinh Gohil's nephew
Yashrajsinh Gohil allegedly shot
his wife "accidentally" in the head
with a licensed revolver in their
Ahmedabad flat late Wednesday
and then turned the gun on him-
self, police said.

The shooting unfolded in their
fifth-floor apartment between
10.30pm and midnight, ACP
Jitendra Brahmbhatt said.
Yashrajsinh (35) was a Class-I
officer with Gujarat Maritime
Board. He had married
Rajeshwari (30) last Nov.

Citing a statement by
Yashrajsinh's mother Devyaniba,
cops said while the two were in
the bedroom, a bullet accidentally
discharged from Yashrajsinh's
revolver and struck Rajeshwari at
the base of her head.

Devyaniba said her son rushed
to her room and said an ambu-

lance needed to be called. Police
records indicate Yashrajsinh
called 108 emergency ambulance
service at 11.42pm. Paramedics
arrived and declared Rajeshwari
dead. According to Devyaniba's
statement, Yashrajsinh appeared
deeply shaken after hearing that
his wife had died. Moments
later, a gunshot was heard from
the bedroom.

Engineer shoots wife accidentally
distressed by death, he kills self

NEW DELHI,AGENCY:
When police in UP registered an
FIR on Dec 9, 2025, it was not just
another complaint under the 2019
Triple Talaq law. The allegations
were shocking and went further,
into a grey zone the law has never
squarely addressed: What hap-
pens to women after talaq is pro-
nounced.

According to the FIR filed in
Amroha's Said Nagli, the woman,
after being divorced through
instant triple talaq, was pressured
by her husband, her brother-in-
law and clerics to undergo "halala"
multiple times so she could be
returned to the marriage. An
exception that permits a divorced
Muslim couple to remarry, the

practice of halala often involves
planned, short-term marriages -
even arranged one-time encoun-
ters - to facilitate consummation
of the woman with another man,
enabling the former couple to
reunite.The woman's complaint
detailed the ordeal. She said she

was "gang-raped under false pre-
tenses of halala carried out under
threats, intimidation and coer-
cion".Police have invoked the law
banning instant triple talaq - sec-
tions 3 and 4 of the Muslim
Women (Protection of Rights on
Marriage) Act, 2019.

NEW DELHI,AGENCY: A clini-
cal study from Colombia, published in
the Indian Journal of Medical
Research, the peer-reviewed journal of
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), has found that low
vitamin D levels are linked to more
severe dengue, a finding with clear rel-
evance for India, where both dengue
and vitamin D deficiency are wide-
spread.Dengue remains a recurring
public health challenge in the country,
especially during the monsoon, when
hospitals see sharp rises in patients
with high fever, falling platelet counts
and bleeding complications. While
many recover with supportive care, a
significant proportion deteriorate rap-
idly, and predicting severity remains
difficult.In the Colombian study,
researchers analysed blood samples
from nearly 100 laboratory-confirmed
dengue patients, classified by disease
severity, and compared them with
healthy individuals.

Low Vitamin D may worsen Dengue out-
comes, global study raises questions for India

Triple talaq-halala FIR puts focus on legal grey area

NEW DELHI,AGENCY:
At the Rashtriya Rangshala
Camp in Delhi Cantonment,
the days leading up to Jan 26
are marked by constant activ-
ity. The smell of fresh paint
hangs heavy in the air as the
sound of construction echo
across the parade ground.
Artisans climb makeshift
stairways, painters add final
touches and workers carefully
align massive structures.

Amid this controlled bus-
tle, Republic Day tableaux are
taking shape, with every
frame, colour and detail
preparing to tell captivating
stories on Kartavya Path.

This year's Jan 26 parade
marks 150 years of Vande
Mataram, and its spirit runs
through every creation. On
Thursday, media witnessed
around 30 tableaux in differ-
ent stages of completion, each
reflecting India's past, present

and its aspirations. Nearly
10,000 people will soon
watch them roll along
Kartavya Path, while 2,500
artistes are set to perform,
capping the visual spectacle
on wheels.

One of the most striking
displays is a tableau titled
'Operation Sindoor: Victory
Through Jointness', which
highlights India's military
strength, with Rafale jets and
Akash missiles on display.
Nearby, Gujarat's tableau
traces the journey of India
from 1906 to 1947 under the
theme of 'Vande Mataram', its
structure anchored by a tow-
ering figure of Mahatma
Gandhi.

Delhi's tableau pays tribute
to the Prime Ministers'
Museum while showcasing
the capital's transformed sky-
line, featuring the new
Parliament, Bharat

Mandapam, Signature Bridge
and Yashobhoomi as symbols
of a changing nation.

Other states, too, have
brought their landscapes and
legacies vividly to life. Bihar's
tableau follows the journey of
makhana - from pond to
plate. "It took one month to
make this whole thing," a car-
penter said. Himachal

Pradesh is honouring its
1,203 gallantry award winners
and Punjab is reflecting the
spiritual courage of Sri Guru
Tegh Bahadur through their
tableaux.

Ladakh showcases the
engineering feat of Shyok
Tunnel, Uttarakhand displays
its traditional instruments
and utensils, while J&K recre-

ates the charm of a houseboat.
Dancers from Tamil Nadu will
perform mayilattam, also
known as peacock dance. "A
team of 17 members is here
from Chennai to perform,"
said Jyotsana, adjusting her
costume with a smile.
Parasmal Solanki from
Rajasthan will perform along
with his 16-member team.

Nagaland's tableau features
a massive hornbill. "We want
everyone to know about
Hornbill Festival," said
Yangerla, a folk dancer.
Jharkhand's tableau showcas-
es the state's natural beauty
and aims at attracting
tourists, said Neha Agarwal, a
state representative.

Karnataka's tableau, From
Millets to Microchips, tells a
story of holistic growth
through scenes of a farmer
family with millets, silicon
crystals, a robot and a giant

microchip - linking agricul-
ture with technology and
innovation. Assam has trans-
formed terracotta into visual
poetry. Chhattisgarh's tableau
pays homage to tribal heroes
like Veer Gunda Dhur and
Veer Narayan Singh.

Union ministries have
added their own narratives.
The education tableau traces
the evolution of India's
knowledge from Aryabhatta's
shunya (zero) to PM Shri
schools. "All my team mem-
bers and I are from different
Kendriya Vidyalayas," said
Elix Singh, a Class XI student.

A unique tableau designed
by filmmaker Sanjay Leela
Bhansali for the ministry of
information and broadcasting
depicts the evolution of story-
telling - from its oral tradition
to cinema. The panchayati raj
tableau in the vicinity high-
lights the SVAMITA scheme.


