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Accidental ZP chairman
Hisar: The zila parishad meeting held here on Friday wit-
nessed some stinging comments by the Opposition council-
lors to target Chairman Sonu Sihag who is from the BJP.
Councillor Sunil Moond from JJP called Sihag an “accidental
chairman” and said either officers do not listen to him or his
intentions are questionable. “For three years, our works
have not been completed. If nothing is to be done, why call
meetings?” he asked. The chairman responded that he was
elected with a full majority, still enjoys majority and thus was
not an ‘accidental chairman’. Moond maintained that the
works approved in the first meeting three years ago have
still not been completed and demanded details of the funds
spent ward-wise, insisting that grants should be distributed
equally. Another ZP member Manoj Tak Mahi said govern-
ment officers have secure jobs till 58, but councillors have
got just five years to perform so they must be given ade-
quate grants and powers to fulfil the aspirations of people.

Another member Satyavir Sindhu added that they had no
real power.

Ex-MLA upset with Congress
Hisar: After the recent tussle in the district unit of the Congress
during the event to highlight the ‘vote chori’ issue at the district
Congress Bhawan office, a former MLA of the party, Ram Niwas
Ghorela, who lost the previous Assembly poll from Barwala,
seems to be highly upset with the party. He has been making
statements targeting a senior leader of the party in Hisar district
for opposing him during the Assembly poll. Though he stopped
short of naming him in public, party sources said that he had
given a detailed complaint to the party high command regard-
ing the senior leader’s role in the Assembly poll. Speculations
are rife here that Ghorela is upset with the state party leader-
ship and is rethinking his political future.

Spraying of ink on PM’s posters
Karnal: Politics in Karnal took an unexpected turn this week
when two Youth Congress leaders sprayed black ink on
posters of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini. What they thought would be a bold act of
political protest quickly turned into controversy, so much so
that criticism came not only from BJP but from within their
own party. The action by Youth Congress president Rajat
Lather along with one of his associates of spraying ink at Kar-
nal bus stand prompted swift action from the police. Both
were arrested shortly after the act and granted bail later.
Interestingly, the reaction from the Congress camp has been
far from united. While some leaders distanced themselves,
calling it unnecessary, while some stood firmly behind Lath-
er. Senior leaders seem reluctant to defend an act that many
believe crossed a line. After all, spraying ink on posters may
grab attention, but it rarely wins sympathy. 

‘Chakka jam’ threat
Panipat:An alleged feud between a woman petrol pump own-
er in Panipat, who is considered an aide of a senior minister in
the Haryana Government, and a conductor of Haryana Road-
ways Sonepat Depot has become a headline these days.
Enraged over the beating of the conductor reportedly by the
woman in a closed room, the Haryana Roadways Workers
Union had warned to hold a ‘chakka jam’ from Sunday. Tak-
ing a serious note of it, the minister immediately started mak-
ing efforts to resolve the issue. According to sources, a meet-
ing of leaders of the union was held at DC office, Sonepat, on
Saturday, in which the Cabinet minister and the woman were
present. According to a union leader, the woman apologised
and the matter was resolved amicably.
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CM wins hearts by announcing college
Yamunanagar: Despite having a Congress MLA, there has been
no impact on development works in Jagadhri Assembly con-
stituency. Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini recently announced
the setting up of an agriculture college in Kishanpura village, sit-
uated close to Pratap Nagar town of Yamunanagar district. The
college will be named after Guru Tegh Bahadur. People of the
area say that the CM is doing development of all areas of the
state equally without any discrimination and has won the
hearts of the people by making this announcement. The credit
of the announcement of this college is going to former Haryana
minister Kanwar Pal Gujjar, who had lost the last Assembly elec-
tion to Congress candidate Akram Khan.

BJP gears up for PM’s visit
Kurukshetra: BJP leaders and the state government have
been leaving no stone unturned to ensure that all the
arrangements are in place for Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s upcoming visit to Kurukshetra. From back-to-back
meetings and visits to all three venues, BJP leaders can be
seen issuing instructions to party workers. A BJP leader said
duties have been assigned to office-bearers at all levels and
they have been told to bring the maximum number of people
to Jyotisar for the event to be held to commemorate the
350th martyrdom anniversary of Guru Tegh Bahadur.

CM Nayab Singh Saini checks preparedness for PM’s visit.
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Chandigarh, November 23
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini today said self-help
groups (SHGs) have
emerged as a strong pillar
of women’s economic
empowerment, adding that
platforms like the Saras
Aajeevika Mela play a vital
role in connecting rural arti-
sans directly with buyers
and strengthening the
nation’s journey towards
economic self-reliance.

Speaking at the closing
ceremony of Saras Aajeevi-
ka Mela-2025 in Panchkula,
the Chief Minister said,
“The talent and craftsman-
ship of our local artisans
deserve recognition and
respect. When we choose
their products, we are not
just buying an item — we
are supporting livelihoods
and nurturing our region’s
small entrepreneurs.”

Earlier, Saini visited vari-
ous stalls put up by women
self-help groups, artisans
and craftsmen from across

the country. Impressed by
their creativity, he said,
“These women, through

their indigenous creations,
are contributing to
Atmanirbhar Bharat and

giving real meaning to the
spirit of Vocal for Local.”

On the occasion, the Chief

Minister launched two
major digital platforms of
the Haryana State Rural
Livelihood Mission — the
Swaapan Digital Gram
Bazar Portal and the Sanjha
Bazaar Sales Portal.

The Swaapan Digital
Gram Bazar Portal is a
comprehensive e-com-
merce platform designed to
showcase and sell products
made by Haryana’s SHGs
globally. With features like
online product registra-
tion, order tracking and
sales monitoring, it aims to
expand market outreach
and boost the income of
rural women.

Similarly, the Sanjha
Bazaar Sales Portal will
streamline SHG market
operations by offering
transparent stall alloca-
tions, real-time sales data
and product performance
analytics. It will unify all
Sanjha Bazaar activities,
including shops at bus
stands, village outlets, can-
teens, Saras Mela stalls and
mall kiosks.

Self-help groups driving economic
empowerment of women, says CM
Unveils two portals to expand market access for women entrepreneurs

Chief MInister Nayab Singh Saini interacts with stall owners at Saras Mela in Panchkula on
Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO
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Hisar, November 23
Members of the Ravidasia
community from across
Haryana assembled in Hisar
on Saturday to protest what
they termed longstanding
neglect in the areas of educa-
tion, employment and reser-
vation benefits.

Addressing the gathering,
organising committee repre-
sentative and main speaker
Shishpal Chalia alleged that
the constitutional rights of
the community were being
systematically diluted. He
said they would be compelled
to launch a larger agitation if
the authorities continued to
ignore their concerns.

Highlighting the issue of
internal classification within
Scheduled Castes, he
claimed that Deprived
Scheduled Caste (DSC)
groups were being included
within the quota earmarked
for the Chamar community,
thereby depriving its stu-
dents of their rightful share.
The protesters unanimously
demanded an end to such
reservation-based categori-
sation and sought an
increase in the SC quota
from 17% to 22.5%.

Speakers also expressed
concern over unemployment,
alleging that recruitment
bodies often reject eligible
candidates under the label
“Not Found Suitable (NFS)”
and then leave reserved posts
vacant. They called for filling
72,000 backlog SC posts,
scrapping the NFS rule, shut-
ting down the Kaushal Roj-
gar Nigam, and ensuring reg-
ular government recruitment
instead of outsourcing.

They further criticised the
government’s decision to
allocate the only reserved
seat in top-level govern-
ment positions exclusively
to DSC candidates, terming
it a deliberate attempt to
marginalise the Chamar
community and prevent it
from attaining leadership
roles. Delays in scholar-
ships and welfare schemes,
along with alleged bias in
the functioning of the
Social Welfare Department,
were also raised.

Calling the present educa-
tion system discriminatory,
the speakers demanded a
uniform national policy with
“One Nation, One Syllabus,
One Board” to ensure equal
opportunities for all sections.

Ravidasias  demand 
end  to SC classification,
seek fair jobs , education

Speakers allege bias
in hiring, delays in

scholarships, 
welfare schemes 
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