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The article explores UPI’s
journey from a payment mecha-
nism to an enabler of financial
inclusion, formal credit and dig-
ital empowerment. It also
explores how transaction data
can help banks understand pre-
viously underserved customers
and create pathways to formal
credit for MSMEs, kirana mer-
chants, gig workers and small
businesses.

The article further examines
how a homegrown digital pay-
ment innovation has evolved into the backbone of India’s

everyday economy. It also looks
at UPI’s growing international
footprint, positioning it as an
example of India’s digital public
infrastructure and an emerging
instrument of the country’s digi-
tal soft power. At the same time,
it acknowledges challenges
around fraud, cybersecurity, pri-
vacy and consumer trust,
emphasising the need for banks
to strengthen resilience along-
side innovation.

Looking ahead, the article
argues that *UPI’s next decade
should be about moving from
scale to deeper financial empow-

erment, helping MSMEs, farm-
ers, women entrepreneurs and
gig workers access credit, insur-
ance and savings while support-
ing India’s broader Viksit Bharat
@2047 ambition*.

We request if you could kind-
ly consider the article for pub-
lishing in your esteemed publi-
cation's upcoming edition.

With warm regards
Vijay Kumar,
Divisional Head,
PR
PNB
Head Office
Delhi.

Please find attached an article titled "UPI @10: Empowering People
Transforming Payments"authored by PNB MD&CEO Shri Ashok Chandra
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New Delhi/Jaipur:
Antarrashtriya Samrasta
Manch, an organization working
to promote **world brotherhood
and the vision of “Vishwa
Bandhutva Ekamahe,”** organ-
ized a grand **Valedictory
Celebration of Sadbhavana
Diwas** in New Delhi on the
occasion of the birth anniversary
of Bharat Ratna and former
Prime Minister of India, Late
Shri Rajiv Gandhi.

The ceremony was held in the
august presence of the **nation-
al flags of 25 nations**. During
the event, extensive discussions
were held on promoting
**“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,”
“Global Village,” and “Satyam
Shivam Sundaram,”** along
with the organization’s vision for
global peace, social harmony,
human unity, and strengthening
India’s stature at the interna-
tional level.

The ceremony was attended
by **Chief Guest Dr. Jitendra
Singh, former Cabinet Minister,
Government of Rajasthan;
President of the Ceremony Dr.
H. C. Ganeshia, Chancellor and
renowned legal expert; Special
Guest Dr. A. P. Singh, Senior

Advocate, Supreme Court of
India; Chaudhary Rohtash
Bedi, National Coordinator,
OBC Department, All India
Congress Committee, New
Delhi; Shri Harpal Rawat,
Political Advisor to the former
Chief Minister of Uttarakhand
Shri Harish Rawat; Jagatguru
Shiv Shakti Baba of Nepal; and
Dr. Kuldeep Prasad Sharma,
Advocate, Convener of
Antarrashtriya Samrasta
Manch**, along with several
distinguished guests.

A total of **85 distinguished
personalities** selected from
different states of India, includ-
ing **Shri Mul Singh Nathawat,
Dr. Tuhina Prakash Sharma, Dr.
Ranveer Singh Yadav, Satnam
Singh, Satendra Pannu, Dr. Om
Prakash Sharma, and Kalu Ram
Sonel**, were honoured with the
**“Rajiv Gandhi Gaurav
Award”** for their outstanding
contributions in the fields of
social service, education, cul-
ture, public service, and other
areas.

As part of the award ceremo-
ny, the **first “Rajiv Gandhi
Gaurav Ratna Award”** was
conferred upon **Jagatguru
Shiv Shakti Baba of Nepal**.

The contribution of **Vishwa

Ratna Late Shri Mahavir Prasad
Tordi**, founder and source of
inspiration of Antarrashtriya
Samrasta Manch, was also
remembered with deep respect.
The guests and awardees appre-
ciated his efforts towards pro-
moting world brotherhood,
India-Nepal friendship, and
social harmony.

At the beginning of the cere-
mony, all guests and awardees
paid floral tribute to **Bharat
Ratna Late Shri Rajiv Gandhi**
by garlanding his portrait and
offering flowers. His contribu-
tions towards national develop-
ment and strengthening the
democratic system of India were
remembered on the occasion.

The speakers particularly
appreciated important initia-
tives associated with Rajiv
Gandhi’s tenure, including
**granting voting rights at the
age of 18, strengthening the
Panchayati Raj system, and
establishing Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalayas**. They observed
that these initiatives provided a
new direction to India’s youth,
rural democracy, and the educa-
tion sector.

All guests and awardees
arriving from
across the country
were traditionally
welcomed at the
main entrance with
**Tilak and cere-

monial badges**. The participat-
ing personalities expressed their
support for the initiatives of
Antarrashtriya Samrasta Manch
and pledged to contribute posi-
tively towards social harmony,
world brotherhood, and global
peace.

**Dr. Kuldeep Prasad
Sharma**, Convener of
Antarrashtriya Samrasta
Manch, expressed his gratitude
to all the guests and awardees.
He stated that the organization
is committed to taking the mes-
sage of **“Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam – Global Village –
Satyam Shivam Sundaram”** to
the people and strengthening
friendship, harmony, and coop-
eration between India and
nations across the world.

The ceremony was attended
by **educationists, advocates,
social workers, doctors, journal-
ists, cultural representatives,
and distinguished personali-
ties** from various fields repre-
senting different parts of the
country.

Antarrashtriya Samrasta Manch Organizes Grand
Valedictory Celebration of Sadbhavana Diwas

85 Distinguished Personalities from Across India Honoured with
the “Rajiv Gandhi Gaurav Award” in New Delhi

'Killed Nijjar for drug trafficking
Goldy Brar in leaked audiol

New Delhi, Agency : In a
leaked audio conversation with
pro-Khalistan terrorist Paramjit
Singh Pamma, US-based gang-
ster Goldy Brar has admitted to
orchestrating the murder of
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a pro-
Khalistan terrorist, in Canada in
June 2023. Brar said Nijjar,
whose killing had triggered a
diplomatic crisis between India
and Canada, was targeted over
his X drug abuse".

We are transforming religious sites across
Uttarakhand': CM Dhami in Haridwar

Haridwar, Agency:
Uttarakhand chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami said
that "magnificent and
divine" Kedarnath has been
rebuilt under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi following the 2013 dis-
aster that wreaked havoc. He
said that the state govern-
ment was focused on trans-
forming religious sites,
whether they are in the
Kedarkhand region or the
Manaskhand region

Addressing the gathering
in a programme organised
on the occasion of the 51st
Nirvana Diwas at
Bandichhod here, Dhami on
Saturday highlighted the
redevelopment of major pil-
grimage centres in
Uttarakhand and said the
state government is working
towards the revival and
transformation of religious
sites through various initia-
tives.

"Right here in our state,
consider Badrinath Dham
and Kedarnath Dham; the

entire premises there had
been devastated and severely
damaged following the 2013
disaster," Dhami said.

"Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Modi, a mag-
nificent and divine
Kedarnath has been rebuilt.
Inspired and guided by the
Prime Minister, we are
transforming religious sites
across Uttarakhand, whether
they are in the Kedarkhand
region or the Manaskhand
region, into new, revitalised
forms through initiatives like

the 'Mandir Mala Mission,'
undertaking their recon-
struction and renewal," he
added.

In a post on X, Dhami
paid tribute to Satguru Lal
Das Ji Maharaj Bhurivale on
his 51st Nirvana Day and
highlighted his teachings of
serving humanity.

"On the 51st Nirvana Day
of the most revered Satguru
Lal Das Ji Maharaj Bhurivale
in Haridwar, we pay our
obeisance to him. The
revered Maharaj Ji consid-

ered service to humanity as
the true worship of God and
demonstrated that the sim-
plest path to reach the Lord
is through serving the suffer-
ing and the needy," CM
wrote. 

He also outlined the state
government's efforts
towards developing
Uttarakhand as a global
spiritual destination.

"Under the visionary
leadership of the hon-
ourable Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodi Ji, our gov-
ernment is steadfastly mov-
ing forward with its resolve
to establish Devbhoomi
Uttarakhand as the world's
'spiritual capital'. For this
very purpose, rapid
progress is being made on
ambitious projects such as
the Kedarkhand-
Mansakhand Temple Mala
Mission, the revival of the
ancient Yamuna Tirtha at
Haripur Kalasi, and the
H a r i d w a r - R i s h i k e s h
Corridor and Sharda
Corridor," he added.


