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Raipur News

Chh’garh trio selected for Asia 
Cricket Legends Cup 2026

AIIMS Raipur Hosts 
National Audiologist 
Training Workshop

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In a landmark 
moment for Chhattisgarh 
sports, three of the state’s 
veteran cricketers—Jatin 
Saxena, Mohammad 
Kalim Khan, and Chan-
drashekhar Khute—have 
been selected to rep-
resent the Indian Leg-
ends team in the upcom-
ing Asia Legends Cup 
2026.The international 
tournament, scheduled 
to take place in Chiang 
Mai and Bangkok, Thai-
land, from January 28 to 
February 4, will feature 
veteran teams from India, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Ban-
gladesh, UAE, and Hong 
Kong.A seasoned Ranji 
Trophy player for both 
Chhattisgarh and Madhya 

Pradesh, Jatin Saxena 
has been appointed as 
the Vice-Captain and 
specialist batsman for 
the national side. He 
currently serves as an 
SA Manager at the State 
Bank of India.

Mohammad Kalim 
Khan, an Inspector with 
the Chhattisgarh Police, 
is a renowned bowler 
who led his team to an 
East Zone Championship. 
He recently topped the 
national charts with over 
40 wickets in 22 matches.

Employed with the 
Chhattisgarh Forest 

Department, Chan-
drashekhar Khute earned 
his spot as a top all-
rounder. He was previ-
ously named “Player of 
the Tournament” in the 
Chhattisgarh Legends 
League for his prolific 
run-scoring and fielding.

The Board for Veteran 
Cricket in India (BVCI) 
confirmed their selection 
based on their consistent 
performance in recent 
inter-zonal champion-
ships. Chhattisgarh Bad-
minton Cricket Board 
President Robin Kumar 
and Secretary Tarunesh 
Parihar expressed 
immense pride, stating 
that their inclusion would 
significantly strengthen 
the Indian squad on the 
global stage.
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RAIPUR: The second 
season of the high-en-
ergy Pickleball League, 
organized by Achiev-
ers Sports and Fit-
ness, concluded with 
a thrilling finale that 
saw Court Assassins 
emerge as the tour-
nament champions. 
The two-day sporting 
extravaganza featured 
eight teams and a total 
of 64 players, all of 
whom were selected 
through a professional 
auction process. The 

event showcased the 
growing popularity of 
Pickleball in Chhattis-
garh, drawing signifi-
cant crowds and com-
petitive spirit. The final 
showdown between 
Top Court Titans and 
Court Assassins was 
a rollercoaster of skill 
and strategy. Court 
Assassins eventually 

secured the title after 
a series of intense 
matches as in Men’s 
Doubles, the duo of 
Deepin and Ajay set 
the tone by defeating 
Kian and Shadani. In 
the Mixed Doubles, 
Rahul and Purnima 
dominated their set 
against Anandi and 
Kian whereas in the 

Women’s Doubles, 
Ekta and Purnima 

showcased brilliant 
chemistry to beat the 

pair of Anandi and 
Pooja. 

| PICKLEBALL SEASON 2 | 

Court Assassins clinch victory in achievers Pickleball Season 2
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The event witnessed 
enthusiastic partici-
pation of over 1,000 
youth volunteers, 
reflecting strong 
civic engagement 
and democratic 
spirit.

RAIPUR: On the occa-
sion of National Voters’ 
Day–2026, MY Bharat, 
Raipur, under the aegis 
of the Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports, and 
in collaboration with 
the District Adminis-
tration and the Office 
of the Chief Electoral 
Officer, successfully 
organised a grand 
state-level Youth Voter 
Awareness Padyatra on 
25 January 2026. The 
event witnessed enthu-
siastic participation 
of over 1,000 youth 
volunteers, reflecting 
strong civic engage-
ment and democratic 
spirit. The padyatra 
commenced from Indira 
Gandhi Krishi Vishwav-
idyalaya (IGKV), Rai-
pur, and concluded at 
the Krishi Mandapam, 
covering a distance of 
approximately 2.5 to 3 
kilometres. The route 
passed through prom-
inent locations includ-
ing the IGKV Ground, 
Main Gate, Agricultural 
Museum, and Gate No. 
7. The primary objective 
of the initiative was to 
raise awareness among 

youth and citizens about 
the importance of vot-
ing, encourage first-time 
voters, and strengthen 
democratic participa-
tion.

The event was graced 
by the presence of sev-
eral dignitaries, includ-
ing Dr. Gaurav Kumar 
Singh, IAS, Collector, 
Raipur; P.S. Dhruv, Joint 
Chief Electoral Officer; 
Yashwant Kumar, IAS, 
Chief Electoral Officer, 
Chhattisgarh; Vishwa-
deep, IAS, Municipal 
Commissioner, Raipur; 
and Kumar Biswajit Ran-
jan, IAS, Chief Executive 
Officer, District Pan-
chayat, Raipur.

During the pro-

gramme, first-time 
and new voters were 
felicitated. Dr. Gaurav 
Kumar Singh adminis-
tered the Voters’ Pledge 
to the youth and urged 
them to become aware, 
fearless, and ethical 
voters committed to 
democratic values. MY 
Bharat volunteers and 
youth club members 
actively participated in 
the padyatra. Innovative 
engagement activities 
such as voter aware-
ness campaigns, selfie 
vote stands, and the MY 
Bharat flag drive were 
organised to creatively 
motivate young citi-
zens towards informed 
voting. Addressing the 
gathering, Arpit Tiwari, 
Deputy Director, MY 
Bharat, Raipur, stated 
that National Voters’ 
Day is not merely a for-
mal observance but a 
celebration of collective 
responsibility towards 
democracy. He empha-
sised that a strong and 

responsible nation is 
built when youth par-
ticipate consciously in 
the electoral process. 
He called upon young 
citizens to take the mes-
sage of “MY Bharat – My 
Vote” to every corner of 
society and to register 
on the MY Bharat Por-
tal to actively engage in 
nation-building initia-
tives. Ms. Sunita Chan-
soria, Durga College, 
was also present on the 
occasion. 

At the conclusion 
of the programme, 
MY Bharat, Raipur, 
expressed gratitude to 
all youth organisations, 
educational institutions, 
volunteer groups, and 
citizens for their par-
ticipation, expressing 
confidence that such 
initiatives will continue 
to energise democratic 
consciousness and 
make National Voters’ 
Day–2026 a meaningful, 
inspiring, and memora-
ble event.

Youth power energises democracy 
under the leadership of MY Bharat

MY Bharat leads youth voter awareness drive in Raipur

FASTFACTS

z The route passed 
through prominent 
locations including the 
IGKV Ground, Main Gate, 
Agricultural Museum, and 
Gate No. 7.

FASTFACTS

z He currently serves 
as an SA Manager at the 
State Bank of India.

FASTFACTS

z The gathering was 
attended by high-profile 
leaders, including Vijay 
Sharma, Deputy Chief 
Minister and Home 
Minister of Chhattisgarh.
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RAIPUR: The All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS), Raipur success-
fully organized the All India 
AIIMS Audiologist Train-
ing Workshop from 19 Jan-
uary to 23 January 2026. 
This five-day national-level 
workshop witnessed par-
ticipation from audiologists 
representing various AIIMS 
institutions across the coun-
try, PGI Chandigarh, as well 
as GMC Baramulla and GMC 
Anantnag. The objective of 
the workshop was to pro-
vide professionals working 
in the field of audiology with 
practical training in the lat-
est technologies, advanced 
hearing assessment meth-
ods, evaluation and man-

agement related to cochlear 
implants, and rehabilitation 
services. The workshop 
featured expert lectures, 
case-based discussions, and 
hands-on training sessions. 
In his message during the 
program, Lt Gen Ashok Jin-
dal (Retd.), PVSM, AVSM, 
YSM, Executive Director and 
CEO, AIIMS Raipur, stated 
that such national-level aca-
demic workshops play a vital 
role in strengthening human 
resources and technical 
capacity, while also enhanc-
ing the quality of services 
available in government 
healthcare institutions. He 
reaffirmed AIIMS Raipur’s 
commitment to continuously 
promoting such academic 
and capacity-building initia-
tives. 

FASTFACTS

z The workshop 
featured expert lectures, 
case-based discussions, 
and hands-on training 
sessions. 

Police Personnel 
honored with 
prestigious Medals for 
Republic Day 2026

RAIPUR: On the eve of 
India’s 77th Republic Day, 
the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) announced 
the recipients of the pres-
tigious President’s Medals 
for the year 2026. This 
year, 11 dedicated person-
nel from the Chhattisgarh 
Police have been selected 
for their exemplary and 
meritorious service to 
the state and the nation.
The Director General of 
Police (DGP) extended his 
warmest congratulations 
to the officers and their 
families, acknowledg-
ing their commitment to 
upholding law and order.
President’s Medal for Dis-
tinguished Service (PSM)
The highest honor for the 
state this year has been 
conferred upon Ramav-
atar Singh Rajput, Assis-
tant Sub-Inspector (ASI), 
Reserve Center, Dham-
tari District. This medal 
is awarded for a “special 
distinguished record in 
service,” marking a sig-
nificant milestone for 
the district police. Ten 
officers have been recog-
nized for their valuable 
service characterized by 
resourcefulness and devo-
tion to duty under Medal 
for Meritorious Service 
(MSM). The list includes 
several high-ranking offi-
cials and women leaders 
in the force including  
Ramgopal Inspector Gen-
eral (IG), Bilaspur Range, 
Shashi Mohan Singh, 
Senior Superintendent 
of Police (SSP), Raigarh, 
Shweta Shrivastava 
Sinha, Superintendent of 
Police (SP), Raipur Rural.

VOTERS’ DAY PLEDGE

KTUJM celebrates 
National Voters’ 
Day with pledge 
ceremony

RAIPUR:  To commemo-
rate National Voters’ Day on 
January 25, 2026, a special 
pledge-taking ceremony 
was organized at Kushab-
hau Thakre University of 
Journalism and Mass Com-
munication (KTUJM), Rai-
pur. The event, aimed at 
promoting democratic par-
ticipation, saw university 
officials, faculty members, 
and staff coming together to 
reaffirm their commitment 
to the electoral process. The 
Vice-Chancellor of the Uni-
versity and Divisional Com-
missioner, Mahadev Kavre, 
administered the voter’s 
pledge to the gathering. He 
emphasized the role of edu-
cators and staff in acting as 
“fearless and responsible 
citizens” during elections. 
In his keynote address, 
Kavre said that participa-
tion in voting is essential for 
the foundation of a robust 
democratic system.

Citizens should exercise 
their right to vote with com-
plete faith in democracy, 
remaining uninfluenced 
by factors such as religion, 
class, caste, community, 
or language, he added. 
He urged everyone to not 
only cast their own votes 
but also inspire others in 
their communities to do 
the same. The ceremony 
was attended by key uni-
versity officials, includ-
ing Saurabh Sharma, In-
charge Registrar, Heads of  
Departments.

NEWSLINE
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RAIPUR: During the lat-
est broadcast of Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi’s monthly radio 
program, Mann Ki Baat, 
BJP State President 
Kiran Singh Deo empha-
sized that the platform 
has become a vital win-
dow for the nation and 
the world to discover 
grassroots innovations 
and positive social 
changes. A collective 
listening session was 
organized on Sunday at 
the Agricultural College 
Auditorium in Raipur, 
seeing enthusiastic par-
ticipation from the BJP 
Kisan Morcha, public 
representatives, and cit-
izens. The gathering was 
attended by high-profile 
leaders, including Vijay 
Sharma, Deputy Chief 
Minister and Home Min-
ister of Chhattisgarh. 
Ajay Jamwal, Regional 
Organization General 
Secretary attended at 
Booth No. 135, Bhatha-
gaon). MP Brijmohan 
Agrawal, National Vice 
President Lata Usendi, 
and several state cabi-
net ministers including 
Ramvichar Netam and 
Kedar Kashyap. Speak-

ing to reporters after 
the broadcast, Kiran 
Singh Deo highlighted 
how the Prime Min-
ister uses this forum 
to bring stories from 
remote areas to the 
forefront. “Whether it 
is the cleanliness drive 
(Swachhata) or water 
conservation, the Prime 
Minister’s thoughts 
inspire us to build a 
better society. Through 
Mann Ki Baat, the entire 
country and the world 
become aware of new 
initiatives,” Deo stated. 
Major themes discussed 
in today’s address 
included environmen-
tal Conservation: Focus 
on the preservation of 
ponds and rivers.The 
event served as a signifi-
cant gathering for the 
BJP Kisan Morcha and 
senior party officials, 
reinforcing the organi-
zational commitment 
to the Prime Minister’s 
vision for a “Developed  
India.” 

‘Mann Ki Baat’ informs the 
World of new innovations: 
Kiran Singh Deo

Kalim Khan Jatin Saxena Khunte




