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EUreka! India seals landmark trade deal
New Delhi, Agency:

India and the European Union
on Tuesday agreed to signifi-
cantly deepen their strategic
partnership, concluding the
negotiations on the long-
awaited Free Trade
Agreement and signing the
first-ever overarching Security
and Defence Partnership pact
at the 16th India-EU Summit
in New Delhi.

The summit capped a high-
profile state visit by European
Council President Antonio
Costa and European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen, who were chief
guests at India's 77th Republic
Day celebrations - the first
time EU leaders have been
accorded the honour. They
were accompanied by a senior
delegation, including EU for-
eign policy chief Kaja Kallas
and Trade Commissioner
Maros Sefcovic.

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, co-chairing the summit
with Costa and von der Leyen,
said the outcomes reflected
the "maturity and ambition" of
the India-EU ties, rooted in
shared democratic values and
a common commitment to a
rules-based international
order.

"....India has concluded the
largest FTA in its history. It is
a happy coincidence that on

the 27th day of the month,
India is entering into this FTA
with the 27-member states of
the European Union," Modi
said during a joint press con-
ference. He said this historic
agreement would facilitate
easier access for our farmers
and small enterprises to
European markets, create new
opportunities in manufactur-
ing, and further strengthen

cooperation across our servic-
es sectors. The centrepiece of
the summit was the successful
conclusion of negotiations on
the India-EU FTA, described
by both sides as a historic
milestone. The deal is expect-
ed to boost bilateral trade and
investment, strengthen diver-
sified supply chains and sup-
port sustainable and inclusive
growth at a time of global eco-
nomic uncertainty.

Alongside the FTA, the two
sides signed an India-EU
Security and Defence
Partnership pact, their first
comprehensive framework
covering cooperation in mar-
itime security, defence indus-
try and technology, cyber and
hybrid threats, space and
c o u n t e r - t e r r o r i s m .
Negotiations were also
launched on the Security of
Information Agreement to
facilitate the exchange of clas-
sified information. 

CHANDIGARH,Agenc
y: A fourth-generation
Army officer from
Chandigarh, carrying a fam-
ily legacy that stretches
from the cavalry of the
British Indian Army to post-
Independence gallantry and
modern-day integrated war-
fare, was among the com-
manding faces of this year's
Republic Day parade.
Captain Samira Zeenat
Buttar, from Chandigarh's
Sector 36 led the Integrated
Operational Centre tableau
themed on Operation
Sindoor on Kartavya Path, a
role that brought together
her recent commissioning, a
rare multi-decorated mili-
tary lineage, and a contem-
porary operational show-
case at the national ceremo-

ny.
Commissioned into the

Indian Army in 2021,
Captain Buttar represents a
rare continuity of service
across four generations. Her
great-grandfather served
with the 4th Hodson's
Horse in the British Indian

Army. Her grandfather,
Brigadier Sampuran Singh,
then a Lieutenant Colonel,
earned the uncommon dis-
tinction of being awarded
both the Mahavir Chakra
and the Vir Chakra for his
role in the 1965 Indo-Pak
war. He later raised the 19

Punjab Regiment and
remained in service until he
passed away in 1971 due to
battle casualties sustained
during the 1965 conflict.

The lineage continued
with her father, Sarbjeet
Singh, an officer of the 18
Mechanised Infantry.
Captain Buttar is the only
child in the family and the
fourth successive generation
to wear the uniform.

She credits her early
grounding in discipline to
her schooling. "As a board-
ing school student, I knew
no other way of life than dis-
cipline," Captain Buttar
said. "Routine, structure
and accountability were part
of everyday life, and that
shaped how I approached
responsibility."

BENGALURU,Agency: India was to
ring in its 2026 space calendar with a
launch that quietly captured the direction
the sector is now taking. The PSLV-C62,
carrying a clear private sector imprint,
however, failed on Jan 12. Notwithstanding
that setback, 2026 is still shaping up as the
year when India's private sector can show
results in orbit.

Just eight days after the PSLV mission,
the country's first Earth Observation
Satellite System (EOSS) under PPP saw a
key milestone with the signing of a conces-
sion agreement that allows the winning
consortium to finally begin work on
ground, four months after it won the proj-
ect from the Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-
SPACe)

The agreement was between IN-SPACe
and Allied Orbits - the special purpose
vehicle (SPV) created by the consortium of
Pixxel Space, Piersight Space, Satsure
Analytics India, and Dhruva Space - at the
former's office in Bengaluru.

TOI reported earlier in Aug 2025 that
the Pixxel-led consortium had won the
project through a "zero-bid". While the
concession agreement was to be

signed within three months, delay in
processes saw it signed on Jan 20.

The project will create a constellation of
12 satellites, data from which will be used
for applications ranging from climate
change monitoring and disaster response
to agriculture, infrastructure planning,
maritime operations, and national security,
where there are huge gaps so far as having
eyes in the sky is concerned.

The consortium will implement the proj-
ect through Allied Orbits. "As part of the
project, PierSight will build synthetic aper-
ture radar (SAR) satellites, Pixxel will build
hyperspectral & high resolution optical
satellite, Satsure will make multispectral

satellites and Dhruva will develop ground
stations," Gaurav Seth, Piersight CEO and
co-founder told TOI.Pixxel CEO Awais
Ahmed told TOI that their firm was "imple-
menting 60% of the project and investing
the same amount to boot.""Of the 12 satel-
lites, seven will come from Pixxel, three
from SatSure and two from PierSight,"
Awais said, adding that Pixxel will build
two types of satellites: Five of them will be
ultra high-res submeter satellite and two
will be hyperspectral satellites.Over the
next four to five years, the consortium is
expected to invest more than Rs 1,200
crore to create the 12-satellite constella-
tion in low-Earth
orbit. 

Prabhat Headlines
Mumbai: Praveen Prajapati, a
genius talent holder from Alwar,
Rajasthan, is all set to create history
once again on the stage of India's
Got Talent Season 11. In this crucial
'Do or Die' special episode, Praveen
will be seen challenging himself
more than ever before.
In today's challenge, Praveen
Prajapati performed a risky and dif-
ficult feat by balancing over 50 kg of
weight, leaving everyone stunned.
This act became a symbol not only of
strength but also of extraordinary
concentration, balance, and confi-
dence. The judges and the audience
on the stage were amazed by
Praveen's genius performance and
encouraged him with thunderous
applause. Praveen has once again

proved that with hard work, dedica-
tion, and passion, even the impossi-
ble can be made possible.It is note-
worthy that when Praveen set his
record during the auditions, the
entire city of Alwar was filled with
celebrations. A rally with cars having
sunroofs, applause, and slogans
filled the city as it celebrated its
son's historic achievement. Now,
with the same spirit and confidence,
Praveen will be seen proving himself
at an even higher level in this deci-
sive 'Do or Die' episode.India's Got
Talent Season 11, airing on Sony Pal,
has become the most popular reality
show that provides a platform to
unique and genius talents from
across the country, where new
records and inspiring stories are
emerging in every episode.

Chandigarh, Agency:
Following a series of hoax
bomb threats that led to the
evacuation of several
schools, the Chandigarh
Administration on
Wednesday issued an advi-
sory urging educational
institutions to remain calm
and avoid creating unneces-
sary panic.

The administration
directed all schools to imme-
diately inform the police
upon receiving any threaten-
ing email, message, or call,
so that action can be taken in

accordance with established
safety protocols. It cautioned
schools against announcing
holidays or shutting down
operations without verified
information, stating that
such decisions could lead to
avoidable anxiety among
students, parents, and the
general public.

Emphasising the need
for vigilance, the advisory
asked school authorities to
continue regular academic
activities while remaining
alert to any suspicious
communication. 

Chandigarh issues advisory after hoax
bomb threats, urges schools to stay calm

Praveen Prajapati from Alwar performs a
genius act, showcasing unparalleled bal-

ance in IGT 11's 'Do or Die' special
A century in uniform: Chandigarh girl carries
4 generations of Army service to Kartavya Path

Why 2026 could be India's private space take-off year

NEW DELHI,Agency: The
government on Tuesday rejected
the Opposition's demands for the
restoration of the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) and discussion on
the ongoing special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls during
the Budget session of
Parliament.At an all-party meeting
held ahead of the session,
Opposition parties demanded
structured discussions on a range
of issues, including the restoration
of the UPA-era MGNREGA, the
SIR and the alleged vote theft.

Centre turns down
Opposition's demand to

restore MGNREGA


