Illegal electrification work at Kamargaon, sans any central
or state permission, in the Anshi Wildlife Range of Kali
Tiger Reserve has drawn the ire of wildlife activists as it
was done without the forest department’s knowledge
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RTE admissions

in the last four years
2018-19
Schools 14,107

152117
119678

2017-18
Schools 11,918

128648
109001

2016-17
Schools 11,343

115237
97991

2015-16
Schools 11,202

111131
100067

Seats available

Total admitted

APPLICATIONS UNDER RTE
ADMISSIONS SEES A DIP
Numbers are not likely to go up as parents do not want to admit
their children to government or aided schools
RASHMI BELUR @ Bengaluru

THE state has seen fewer number of
applications for admissions to
schools under Right to Education
(RTE) quota for the academic year
2019-20, as compared to last year.
With April 25 being the last day to
submit applications, the department
of public instructions has received
over 17,000 applications.
When compared to applications
received during 2018-19 academic
year, this number has drastically
gone down from 1.2 lakh to 17,336.
According to officials from the
department, this number will not go
up this year, as parents do not want
to admit their wards to a government
or aided school.
The amendments made by the
government restricts admission
under RTE quota at private unaided
schools, and priority is given to government and aided schools. This
has disappointed parents from eco-

9 kg tumour
found in
woman’s
abdomen
I F F AT H F AT H I M A @ B e n g a l u r u

A 58-year-old woman who was
leading a normal life started
seeing signs of bloating in her
abdomen, making her look
pregnant. She ignored the bloating for about six months thinking she had been putting on
weight. After a few days she felt
that her uterus was coming out
of the vagina, that was when
she consulted a doctor.
On visiting the doctor, she was
diagnosed with tumour at the
back of her abdomen. She then
consulted a gynaecologist,
where the doctor said that she
had a uterine prolapse and her
uterus had to be removed. However, on looking at her bloated
stomach the doctor suspected
something was wrong with the
patient. She was asked to undergo an ultrasonography, where
the problem was not clearly
sighted. Thereafter she went for
a CT scan, where a huge tumour
was clearly visible at the back of
her abdomen, called retroperitoneal liposarcoma.
A team of oncologists carried out a six-hour complex
surgery to remove the tumour.
It was more than 12 inches long
and weighed about 9 kg. “We
were shocked to see such a
huge tumour. It was situated on
the left and had pushed all the
left organs, like the pancreas,
kidneys, spleen and even intestines, to the right. The uterus
was prolapsing cause of the
huge mass effect, which was
pushing the uterus. The surgery took long as it was a big
tumour and we had to also put
back all the organs which had
moved away from its place. In
addition, the uterus also was
removed as the patient had
reached her post menopause
stage,” said Dr Shabber S Zaveri, Consultant Surgical Oncologist and Robotic Surgeon.
Post surgery the lady was given medicines. In a week’s time
she recovered and was discharged successfully. However,
according to the doctor if there
was further delay in diagnosing
the problem, the tumour would
suppress the intestine, and that
could lead to starvation. It
would also push the diaphragm
and compress the lungs, which
would lead to breathlessness.

nomically backward families who
were aspiring to admit their wards
in private schools.
“What is the point in submitting
an application when admissions to
private unaided schools are not allowed?” questioned a parent.
Questioning this amendment by
the government, RTE Students Parents Association had even moved the
High Court, where the case is still
pending. “The department that said
it would release the list of private
schools where we could apply in absence of government or aided
schools, has failed to provide any
such information. I feel this is a violation of rights of the children by the
government,” said another parent.
Meanwhile, activists feel this is a
bad trend. “If this continues, there is
no reason for RTE’s existence in the

state. During the last academic year,
over 10,000 seats were left unfilled
and when verified, they were all at
private aided schools. Most parents
don’t prefer aided schools as they are
not different from unaided ones. This
time too, those who have applied have
tried their luck with the hope of getting a chance to consider applications in unaided schools,” said Nagasimha G Rao, RTE activist.
It can be recalled that, considering the low admission rates at government schools after the implementation of RTE in the state, the
government decided to bring in
amendments. Where, in case of admission restrictions in government
and aided schools, or if there is a
lack of these schools in the neighbourhood, RTE students are allowed
to apply in private unaided schools.

What is the point in submitting an application when admissions to private
unaided schools are not allowed? — Parent

Simplify fee structure in pvt
schools, High Court tells state
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE@Bengaluru

TO avoid inconvenience to parents
in payment of fees of their wards to
the private aided and unaided
schools, the high court on Tuesday
suggested to the state to simplify the
fee structure and bring a centralised or online fee payment system.
It also asked the government to
come out with a draft policy.
The division bench of Acting
Chief Justice L Narayana
Swamy and Justice P S
Dinesh Kumar gave the suggestions to the principal
secretary S R Umashankar,
department of primary and
secondary education, who was
present in the court as per the directions issued by the court on the last
date of hearing.
The court was hearing a public interest litigation filed by advocate NP
Amrutesh seeking directions to the
state to strictly implement the circular dated April 13, 2015 which mandated the schools to display details
such as fee, staff, infrastructure, etc.
from the academic year 2015-16, as
same was still not implemented.

EXPRESS
READ
5,000
ticketless
passengers
get penalised
Bengaluru: During
surprise checks
conducted by the
Karnataka State
Road Transport
Corporation in
March, 5,851 bus
passengers were
found travelling
without ticket. Over
Rs 7.52 lakh was
collected from them
as fine. As part of
the crackdown,
40,289 buses were
checked across
Karnataka and
neighbouring states.
“Also, 4,596
pilferage cases were
found which
amounted to a loss
of Rs 1,07,87.
Disciplinary action
has been initiated
against the staffers,”
an official said.

When Umashankar expressed difficulties in evolving policy, saying
that there were so many schools
with different syllabus and each
school with different fee structure,
the court asked him to hold meetings with managements of the
schools to explore possibilities of
simplifying the fee structure and
payment of fee. It also suggested
centralised or online fee payment
system through designated bank
accounts, similar to payment
of electricity bills so that the
alleged inconvenience being
faced by the parents in depositing fees directly in the
schools can be avoided.
Over circular on fee boards,
Umashankar informed that the Commissioner of Public Instructions has
launched a drive to check the same in
all schools. The court observed that
poor parents can’t go to the Deputy
Commissioner’s office to file a complaint relating to fee as they are not
allowed to enter. “Come back with a
comprehensive plan to minimise the
inconveniences parents,” the court
told Umashankar. The court adjourned the hearing to June 27.

‘Machine gun’ leaves 150 air
passengers stranded for 14 hrs
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE@Bengaluru

“IT’s a machine!” he said. “Machine gun?” she asked. This misunderstanding between a Dutch national who was carrying a box
along with a guitar and the cabin
crew, left more than 150 people,
headed to Singapore, stranded at
the Kempegowda International
Airport for 14 hours on Tuesday.
The flight, operated by budget
carrier Scoot, was scheduled to depart from KIA to Singapore at
1.20am on Tuesday, but instead took off with a furious batch of passengers,
only at 5.23 pm, half a day
later. According to a senior
police officer, the flight —
TR573 — was initially delayed
by 28 minutes and at 1.48am, when
it was about to take off, one of the
crew members asked the Dutch national what was in the box as part
of a regular conversation. This was
when the entire drama unfolded.
“The flight was to depart to Singapore when a crew member raised
the alarm claiming she had spotted
a machine gun inside the cabin luggage,” the police officer said.
While the Dutch national told the
crew that he was carrying a machine used to play the guitar, the
crew misheard it as a machine gun
and triggered emergency procedures. The Dutch national was
then off loaded from the flight by

Scoot authorities and taken to the
airport police.
Meanwhile, the aircraft was
pulled off the runway, all 150 people
were made to de-board and undergo security screening and immigration clearance again. For the
Dutch national, however, the threat
of being arrested was quickly
solved when Venkataraman, a
staffer of the airline, who accompanied him to the police, first filed a
complaint and then withdrew it after
realising
the
miscommunication.
In a statement, a Bangalore International Airport
Limited spokesperson said,
“A hoax security threat was
made at 01.48 hrs on April 23
relating to Scoot Airlines
Flight TR573. Standard security
protocols and procedures were followed and no suspicious items
were found. A passenger was deboarded from the flight by the CISF.
The remaining passengers and
baggage were also de-boarded and
re-screened for security and immigration clearance. A replacement
aircraft and crew is being flown
into Bengaluru. Meanwhile, food
and refreshments have been organised. During this time, there was no
impact on operations at the airport. We treat all security threats
very seriously and work in coordination with security agencies to
ensure safety of our passengers.”

Police seek help
to solve traffic
woes in B’luru
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengaluru

To curb traffic congestions in
the city and to reduce road
accidents, Bengaluru Traffic
Police have sent information to
various departments to do the
needful.
Additional
Commissioner of police
(traffic) P Harishekaran listed
out a statement where BTP
have asked for requirement of
pedestrian crossings at 221
locations, skywalks/footover
b r i d g e s at 8 6 l o c at i o n s,
pedestrian underpasses at 34
locations, upg radation of
existing pedestrian crossings
at 213 locations and junction
improvement at 478 locations.
They have also identified
pending civil works at 292
locations. Police have sought
relocation of 97 electrical poles
and 76 transfor mers and
installation of streetlights at
105 locations and scientific
road humps at 207 locations.

