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BANSIDHAR BHAGAT WAS APPOINTED AS BJP PRESIDENT IN THE STATE GIVEN 
THE REGIONAL AND CASTE EQUATIONS IN GARHWAL AND KUMAON...

> MM SEMWAL,   political expert

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN:  A day after Governor

Baby Rani Maurya gave her

assent for the Char Dham Dev-

asthanam Management Act 2019

for taking over the management

of 51 temples in the state includ-

ing the Char Dham shrines,

priests’ body have now said that

they will move the Uttarakhnad

High Court against the Act.

Deepak Semwal, secretary of

Gangotri Dham Committee, said

with representatives from all the

shrines, the body will approach

the Uttarakhand High Court

Nainital against the Act.

“The chief minister and all

senior officials are giving assur-

ance that our rights will not be

compromised with but the offi-

cial document does not mention

so. All the powers of functioning

have been given to the chief exec-

utive officer, then how will the

government safeguard our

rights?” said Semwal.

After the Governor gave her

assent to the Act, Rawat on Tues-

day said the temples would be

managed by the Chardham Dev-

asthanam Management Board

but the rights of the priests, trus-

tees associated with the temples

will remain as it is.

“When we make any improve-

ment, there is a reaction. The

interests of priests will be com-

pletely protected. Hindu devo-

tees from all over the country

and abroad want to come to not

just Char Dham shrines but

other religious places in the

state, and we welcome them as

we are known for good hospital-

ity,” said the chief minister.

The Char Dham Devastha-

nam Management Board would

manage 51 temples including the

Char Dham shrines. This move

was met by major backlash from

the priest community who

alleged that they were kept in the

dark about the law. They alleged

that the government took such a

step to sideline them and ensure

full government control of tem-

ple related issues.

When the bill was introduced,

Jagmohan Unniyal, vice presi-

dent of Yamunotri Dham Com-

mittee had, said, “We are com-

pletely against this decision of

the government. We want to

know what the government

wants.”

Priest body threatens to 
move HC as Char Dham 
Act gets governor’s nod
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DEHRADUN:  Six time MLA and

former minister Bansidhar Bha-

gat is the new president of Uttara-

khand unit of the BJP.  

His name was announced by

national election observer union

minister Arjun Ram Meghwal in

presence of chief minister Tri-

vendra Singh Rawat and other

senior party leaders at the party

office here, said Devendra Bha-

sin, party state spokesperson. 

Senior BJP leader and former

CM Madhya Pradesh Shivraj

Singh Chauhan, who was also the

observer for the election, couldn’t

come due to some reason, said

Bhasin.

As 69-year-old Bhagat’s name

was announced, Trivendra Singh

Rawat and Ajay Bhatt, who held

the post till now, congratulated

and garlanded him. His support-

ers and party workers celebrated

the announcement by bursting

crackers amid drum beats. Simi-

lar was the scene outside Bha-

gat’s house in Haldwani where

his friends, relatives and support-

ers celebrated the announcement

by distributing sweets and burst-

ing crackers. It is for the first time

that a BJP leader from Nainital

district has become the BJP state

unit president. 

MM Semwal, political expert

and professor of political science

in Garhwal Central University,

said there has been tradition with

both the Congress and BJP in the

state that if the chief minister is

from one region, then party chief

will be from the other region. 

“It is a textbook example of bal-

ance of power in a region or state.

Bhagat was appointed as party

president in the state given the

regional and caste equations in

Garhwal and Kumaon. Chief

minister Trivendra Singh Rawat

is a ‘Thakur’ from Garhwal

region, so it was expected that

party president will be from

Kumaon region from Brahmin

caste,” he said. 

After becoming the party pres-

ident, Bhagat told reporters that

the 2022 assembly elections in the

state will be his main focus and

priority. He said he will work for

strengthening the party at the

grassroots level and boost the

morale party cadre to ensure

party’s victory in the elections. 

Bhagat has been a veteran of

politics in Kumaon region. Born

in 1951 in Nainital district’s

Bhimtal area, Bhagat started his

political journey from Jan Sangh

in 1975, inspired by Atal Bihari

Vajpayee. 

He came into spotlight after he

started working for the cause of

farmers in Haldwani and partici-

pated in the agitation for the con-

struction of Jamrani Dam in

1980s. He participated in Ram

Janambhoomi agitation and was

arrested while on way to Ayo-

dhya . He was detained for 23 days

in Almora jail. 

In 1984, he was elected as gram

Pradhan from Paniyali village

and from 1988 to 1991, he was head

of a cooperative society Hal-

dwani. In 1989, Bhagat became

BJP district president of Nainital

and was chosen as the legislator

from the same area for the first

time in 1991. Bhagat was again

elected as MLA in 1993 (Nainital),

1996 (Nainital), 2007(Haldwani),

2012 (Kaladungi )and 2017 (Kalad-

ungi). He lost assembly elections

only once to Congress veteran

Indira Hriyadesh in 2002. 

Bhagat has also served as a

minister in the Uttar Pradesh

government in 1996 and twice

later when Uttarakhand state

came into existence in 2000 and

2007. Bhagat takes keen interest

in local Ramleela and enacts the

role of King Dushrath every year.

The election of the state BJP

president was scheduled to be

held on December 15 last year but

were postponed when observers,

senior party leader and former

chief minister of Madhya Pra-

desh Shivraj Singh Chauhan and

Union minister Arjun Ram

Meghwal failed visit the state for

the same on scheduled date. On

December 20, Rajya Sabha mem-

ber and party national vice presi-

dent Vinay Sahasrabuddhe

visited Dehradun and held a

meeting with the state leadership

to discuss the probables which

included , besides Bansidar Bha-

gat, party state president Ajay

Bhatt, Almora MP Ajay Tamta, ,

legislator from Lalkuan (Nain-

ital) ,Naveen Dumka, former

Nainital MP Balraj Pasi, and Kai-

lash Pant.

Bansidhar Bhagat is new 
BJP state unit president 

n Family members of Bansidhar Bhagat celebrate at his residence in Nainital on Thursday. HT PHOTO

n CM Trivendra Singh Rawat and Nainital MP Ajay Bhatt congratulate 
Bansidhar Bhagat (centre) in Dehradun on Thursday. HT PHOTO

n A view of Kedarnath shrine in Rudraprayag district. HT FILE
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DEHRADUN:  To curb pollution in

the state, industries falling

under the red category will no

more be permitted in the Doon

Valley, stated a recent notifica-

tion of the union ministry of

environment, forest and climate

change. 

The central government

recently made amendments to

the conditions applied to the

activities that can be carried out

in areas falling under the Doon

Valley. The notification states

that the “existing orange cate-

gory industries, which are now

in red categories of industries

and shall be continued, how-

ever, no expansion shall be

allowed”.

The notification was issued

on January 6, 2020, but was

made available on Thursday. 

Industries under red cate-

gory have a Pollution Index

score of 60 and above. Pollution

Index of any industrial sector is

a number from 0 to 100 and the

increasing value of pollution

index denotes the increasing

degree of pollution load from the

industrial sector.

In March 2016, the union

environment ministry released

a new categorisation of indus-

tries based on their pollution

load; with industries under red

category most polluting and

those under white industries

practically non-polluting. Red

category industries are nor-

mally not permitted in the eco-

logically fragile area/protected

area. 

The industries put under

white category do not require

Environmental Clearance (EC)

and consent from the pollution

control board. The ministry of

environment, forest and climate

change developed the criteria of

categorization of industrial sec-

tors based on the Pollution

Index which is a function of the

emissions (air pollutants), efflu-

ents (water pollutants), hazard-

ous wastes generated and con-

sumption of resources.

Earlier, only red, orange and

green category of industries

were allowed to function in

Doon Valley, but now, white cat-

egory industries will also be

allowed. 

Sudhir Chandra Nautiyal,

industries director in the state

while speaking to local media,

said this step of the central gov-

ernment is very important for

the people of Doon Valley and

the state. 

“This will speed up the estab-

lishment of industries with

ease, especially those under

white category. Till now an NOC

was required to be taken from

the pollution control board even

for non-polluting industries.

But now the industries under

the white category can be easily

established in the state,” said

Nautiyal.

Speaking on whether the

changes are good for Doon Val-

ley or not, Anoop Nautiyal,

founder of Social Development

for Communities (SDC) Founda-

tion that works for environmen-

tal causes in the state, said fur-

ther dissemination of informa-

tion regarding the amendments

is required by the concerned

authorities first to know what

kind of implications these

amendments will have.

“Members of the civic society

and industries should be made

aware about the changes first.

We urge the concerned authori-

ties to come out with a detailed

list so that all segment, busi-

nesses and stake holders in the

community can be informed

about the consequences of the

new changes. From an environ-

mental point of view, the

changes that these amendments

will bring can be assessed only

when it is clear how it will affect

the factories, hotels and other

small industries,” said the

founder of SDC Foundation.

The notification also states

that approval of MoEFCC must

be obtained before starting any

mining activity. For tourism

sector, activities should be

undertaken as per the Tourism

Development Plan, to be pre-

pared by the State Department

of Tourism and duly approved

by the union environment min-

istry. 

It further mentions, “the total

number of fuel burning indus-

tries that shall be permitted in

the Doon Valley shall be limited

by 8 tonnes per day of sulphur

dioxide from all source. (This

corresponds to 400 tonnes per

day coal with 1% sulphur.)”.

Red category industries not 
to be permitted in Doon Valley
GREEN CAMPAIGN Industries under the red category have a Pollution Index score of 60 and above

n The Centre recently amended conditions applied to activities that can be carried out in Doon Valley. REPRESENTATIVE PHOTO/HT FILE

POLLUTION 
INDEX
n Industrial Sectors having 

Pollution Index score of 60
and above - Red category

n Industrial Sectors having 
Pollution Index score of 41 
to 59 – Orange category

n Industrial Sectors having 
Pollution Index score of 21 
to 40 – Green category

n Industrial Sectors having 
Pollution Index score 
including and up to 20 - 
White category

RED CATEGORY 
INDUSTRIES ARE 
NORMALLY NOT 
PERMITTED IN THE 
ECOLOGICALLY FRAGILE 
AREA/PROTECTED AREA


