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JOURNALIST ARRESTED FOR SPREADING FAKE NEWS ON KCR
Anamchinni Venkateswara Rao, a journalist with Aadab Hyderabad, was arrested by 
the Cyberabad police on Saturday for spreading fake news on social media about TS 
CM K Chandrasekhar Rao, his health condition and creating tension among people

DCGI clears 
Biocon’s drug 
to treat Covid
The drug, Itolizumab, will be used to  
treat moderate to severe complications

WORLD’S FIRST-EVER

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bengaluru

THE Drugs Controller General of  India has approved the 
use of  Biocon Ltd’s Itolizumab (ALZUMAb) injection 
(25mg/5mL solution) for emergency treatment of  Covid-19. 
The drug can be used in treatment of  cytokine release syn-
drome (CRS) in moderate to severe Acute Respiratory Dis-
tress Syndrome (ARDS) patients due to Covid.

Itolizumab is the world’s first novel biologic therapy 
to be approved to treat patients with moderate to se-

vere Covid complications. Biologic ther-
apy involves using living organisms or 
substances derived from living organ-
isms, or laboratory-produced versions 
of  such substances to treat disease. 

The SARS-CoV-2 virus — which 
causes Covid-19 — has been observed 
to induce an overreaction of  the im-
mune system, generating a large 
number of  cytokines (immune sys-
tem cells-secreted protein that regu-
late immunity inflammation and 
blood cells production) that can cause 
severe damage to lungs and other or-
gans, and, in the worst scenario, mul-
ti-organ failure and even death. Itoli-
zumab drug has been found to be 
useful to treat this condition.

The DCGI’s approval for Itolizum-
ab’s use is based on results from the 
successful conclusion of  a randomised, 

controlled clinical trial at multiple hospitals in Mumbai 
and New Delhi. Itolizumab will be manufactured and 
formulated as an intravenous injection at Biocon’s bio-
manufacturing facility at Biocon Park, Bengaluru. But 
the price of  the drug is not yet fixed.

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, Executive Chairperson, Bio-
con, said, “The randomised control trial indicated that 
all the patients treated with Itolizumab (ALZUMAb®) 
responded positively and recovered. The control arm 
that did not receive Itolizumab unfortunately had 
deaths...The data is compelling and I am confident that 
this ‘first-in-class’ biologic will save lives and help re-
duce the mortality rate in our country.”

AP expects NGT nod for irrigation projects  
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

The State Water Resources de-
partment is expecting a favoura-
ble decision on the Pothireddy-
padu canal system upgradation 
and Rayalaseema Pumping 
Scheme (RPS), proposed to sup-
plement the existing drawl of  al-
located Srisailam water, from the 
National Green Tribunal (NGT), 
which will hear the State govern-
ment’s version on Monday. 

If  the State manages to get the 
interim stay vacated on the peti-
tion filed by a ‘farmer’ from Tel-
angana against the proposed pro-
ject, which triggered a fresh row 
over water sharing between the 
twin Telugu States, the officials 
will initiate the tender process.

The tribunal, last month, con-
stituted a committee to examine 
if  the project needed environ-

mental clearances and if  it would 
impact the water resources, as al-
leged by the petitioner, and di-
rected the State not to go ahead 
with the proposed project until 

further notice. The committee 
was ordered to submit a report in 
two months. However, the State 
sought a hearing, which has been 
listed for Monday. Sources in the 

department said that the govern-
ment had already filed a counter 
to the petition explaining that the 
proposed project would not hurt 
the interests of  the neighbouring 
State and that it would not have 
any environmental impact as it is 
only a supplemental scheme to 
the existing mechanism.

 “There is a hearing on Monday 
and we expect to get the interim 
stay vacated. The counter for the 
petition has already been filed 
and we will explain the tribunal 
that the concerns raised by the 
petitioner have no basis,” a sen-
ior official observed.

If  the State gets a favourable de-
cision, the officials are ready to 
initiate the tender process. “We 
are planning to immediately go for 
tendering once we get the requi-
site clearances as the CM also di-
rected that the works be launched 
by October,” the official said.

CUSTOMS RAID AT 
SIVASANKAR’S FLAT

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram 

THE Customs raided Chief  Minister’s former princi-
pal secretary and IT secretary M Sivasankar’s flat near 
the Secretariat on Friday evening. Sarith PS, the first 
accused, had told the investigators that he and Swapna 
Suresh used to discuss gold deals there. The officers 
seized the visitors’ register and CCTV footage to verify 
whether the suspects had visited the flat. On Saturday, 
officers also questioned the caretaker and security 
guards at the residential complex. They also seized the 
register containing the details of  persons staying there. 

AP irrigation officials on Saturday started diverting heavy inflows reaching the Prakasam 
Barrage from upstream into Krishna eastern and western main canals, besides lifting four 
crest gates of the Prakasam Barrage to let the water downstream  |  PRASANT MADUGULA

This positions 
India among the 

leading global 
innovators in 

their efforts to 
overcome the 

Covid-19 
pandemic. 

Kiran Mazumdar-
Shaw, Executive 

Chairperson, Biocon

EXPRESS READ
Yeddy under home 
quarantine, to WFH
Begaluru: Karnataka CM BS  
Yediyurappa was placed under 
home quarantine on Saturday 
after few of his office staffers 
tested positive for Covid-19 on 
Friday. The CM’s quarantine 
period will end on Thursday. 
He is on a diet prescribed by 
doctors to boost his immunity 
and he will work from home.

1,813 test positive 
 in AP;  3,965 in TN
Vijayawada: AP set a fresh 
record on Saturday, with 1,813 
Covid cases. A total of 13 
patients succumbed. The tally 
stands at 27,235 and toll at 
309. Meanwhile, TN saw 3,965 
cases and 69 deaths on 
Saturday. The tally is now 
1,34,226 and the toll is 1,898.

G O L D  S M U G G L I N G  C A S E

GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, PHE.,

MEGHALAYA, SHILLONG
No. CE/PHE/TB:59/2019-20/07 Dated the 2nd July 2020

INVITATION TO BID
Meghalaya PHED invites Sealed Tenders in Two Parts Bid 
Systems for Construction of Mustem Water Supply Scheme 
in West Jaintia Hills District from Reputed Companies / 
Registered Class-I Contractors of PHE Department,  Meghalaya 
having past experiences in executing water supply systems 
and having required expertise and resources at their disposal  
on Turnkey Basis inclusive Supply and fittings of various 
Pipes & Fittings.
Bidding Document and other details will be available 
at the Website of PHED i.e. http://megphed.gov.in from 
10.07.2020. Last date for submission of Bidding Documents 
is upto 1:00 PM on 14.08.2020.
 Sd/-
MIPR No. 459 Addl.Chief Engineer,PHE.,
dt. 10/7/2020 Zone-III, Meghalaya, Shillong.

Readers are advised to make 
appropriate enquiries while 
responding to advertisements in 
these columns. The New Indian 
Express Group of Publications 
does not vouch for any claims 
made by the Advertisers. The 
Printer, Publisher, Editor and 
Owner of The New Indian Express 
Group of Publications shall not be 
held responsible / liable for any 
consequences, in case such 
claims are found to be false.

CAUTION

brides

Wanted a Nair lady for remarriage with age 
50/55 group with no financial liability from a 
good Nair family for a physically f it 
gentleman of 76 age, retired businessman 
from Cochin, Trichur, Alleppey, Palakkad area. 
Phone : 91885 34339
CL00332086

Gu Rm©, YVÕ 31, ©.Gv.£, ùNôkR 
ÅÓ, ì. 20,000 YÚUô]m ûL«p 
ªLf£\V Ïû\TôÓ Es[ YWàdÏ 10 
A p X Õ  + 2  T ¥ j R  H r û U V ô ] 
ÏÓmTj§#ÚkÕ ©WôUQ UQULs 
úRûY.  EP#p £±V Ïû\TôÓ, 
®YôLWjÕ, ®RûY ùTiLÞm NmURm. 
8667219090, 9176436788.
CL00332137

Gu Rm©, YVÕ 42, ¥l[úUô, ùNôkR 
ÅÓ,  ì.  20 ,000 YÚUô]m Es[ 
YWàdÏ 1 0  A p X Õ  +2  T ¥jR 
HrûUVô] ÏÓmTj§#ÚkÕ ©WôUQ 
UQULs úRûY. ®YôLWjÕ, ®RûY 
ùTiLÞm NmURm. 9176436788, 
8667219090.
CL00332146
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