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CITY WITNESSES INNOVATIVE  
PROTEST AGAINST FUEL PRICE HIKE

K I R A N  N A R A Y A N A N  @Kochi

DESPITE their concerns over Covid-19 out-
break, people have been forced to take to street 
to protest against the Union government for the 
continuous increase in petrol and diesel 
prices.

On Saturday, Kochi witnessed an innovative 
protest called ‘Bleeding India,’ where the mem-
bers of  a collective of  Tiktok users donated 
their blood to IMA blood bank to mark their 
dissent against the constant fuel price hike.

“The continuous price hike of  petrol and die-
sel is breaking the back of  the common people. 
Though its impact is visible across every sector, 
all are silently bearing the pain. Until we mark 
our dissent, nothing is going to change,” said U 
S Aashin, coordinator of  the movement. 

The collective plans to continue the drive for 
the next 10 days. On the opening day, 22 people 
participated in the protest. 

“There are around 150 blood banks under 
IMA across the state. We are going to ensure the 
participation of  at least 25 to 30 people per 
blood bank and spread the message loud and 
clear,” he said. All Kerala Wheelchair Rights 
Federation (AKWRF), an organisation of   
differently-abled people, too organised a  
dharna at Rajendra Maidan.

Differently-abled people protesting at Rajendra Maidan |  EXPRESS

Bar Council of Kerala 
organises first-ever 
online enrolment

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

MARKING a milestone in the 
history of  the Indian legal sys-
tem, the Bar Council of  Kerala 
organised the first-ever online 
enrolment for new lawyers on 
Saturday.     

A total of  810 candidates par-
ticipated in the programme 
which was held through a web-
based video conferencing. The 
p ro g r a m m e  c o m m e n c e d 
around 9.30 am and was wound 
up by 11 am.   

Given the constraints posed 
by the lockdown, it was the Bar 
Council of  Kerala that decided 
to organise the event.  “As we 
had gone through several trials 
prior to the event, the proceed-
ings went on smoothly. Though 

many states have tried to conduct a similar event, none 
of  them succeeded in it,” said Mariya Rincy C J, one of  
the enrolled advocates.

Although the participants are happy about the event, 
they are expecting a proper ceremony to distribute cer-
tificates. “While spending over five years in academics, 
the certificate ceremony is what all of  us cherished for. 
Hopefully, the bar council will organise it soon,”  
she added.

Dist admn to operate 16 
health counters at airport

Kochi: To expedite the health checkup of expatriates at 
Kochi airport, the district administration on Saturday 

decided to operate 16 more health check counters. 
Those passengers who did not undergo Covid test from 
their place of travel will have to undergo antibody test 

at the airport and the result will be out within hours.

14 new cases in district
20-year-old driver testing positive raises concern; health officials are tracking 
source of his infection; Kuwait returnees comprise majority of positive cases

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E @ Kochi

IN what is viewed as bad tid-
ings for the district, Ernaku-
lam on Saturday witnessed 14 
new positive cases. Raising 
concerns, a driver working at a 
private commercial establish-
ment also tested positive for 
Covid-19 in the district. He 
is a 20-year-old, Chel-
akkara, Thrissur, na-
tive who works as a 
driver in Powerlite 
Electricals here.

According to the 
health department, the 
officials are tracking 
the source of  the 
infection. 

“As of  now, we are 
investigating. We have 
found out that many 
staffers of  the compa-
ny stay near the build-
ing itself  and it is a 
thickly populated 
area,” said a health 
official.

Among the other 
positive cases, most of  
them are Kuwait returnees. A 
55-year-old Vyttila native, who 
arrived on June 13, 29-year-old 
Koonamavu native, who ar-
rived on June 13, 50-year-old 
Palluruthy native, who arrived 
on June 19, 41-year old Chul-
likal native, who arrived on 
June 14, 25-year-old Edappally 
native, who arrived on June 13, 
52-year-old Kalamassery native 

who arrived on June 13, 
29-year-old Kuttampuzha na-
tive who arrived on June 18 
and 34-year-old Parakkadavu 
native who arrived on June 22 
from Kuwait tested positive. A 
48-year-old Kothamangalam 
native who came from Secun-
derabad and a 56-year-old Ta-

mil Nadu native who arrived 
from Delhi on June 24 

are also among those 
who tested positive. 

Three persons, in-
cluding two children, 
belonging to the con-
tact list of  the 14-year-
old boy, who tested 
positive on Friday, 
are among the posi-
tive cases. 

A 41-year-old, a 
16-year-old, and a sev-
en-year-old are those 
tested positive. Ac-
cording to the health 
officials, the 14-year-
old belongs to the 
contact list of  the Na-
yarambalam native, 
who tested positive 

recently, following which 
swabs of  those in the contact 
list were sent for testing and 
three became positive.

A 40-year-old Kollam native 
who tested positive on June 17 
recovered from Covid-19 and 
got discharged. A total of  168 
persons are undergoing  
treatment for Covid-19 in  
the district.

2,880 REPATRIATES  
TO ARRIVE TODAY
Kochi: Around 16 evacuation flights carrying 
2,880 passengers will land at Kochi airport 
on Sunday. The scheduled flights include an 
Air India flight from London. On Saturday, 17 
evacuation flights carrying 3,450 passengers 
reached Kochi. The flights included an Azur 
Air flight from Kiev in Ukraine. A SpiceJet 
flight from Ras Al Khaima, UAE, was 
cancelled. The team from HLL Lifecare, 
engaged to conduct rapid antibody tests at 
the airport, screened 235 passengers on 
Friday and 38 passengers on Saturday.

TWO MORE CONTAINMENT  
ZONES DECLARED IN DISTRICT

Kochi: The district administration 
on Saturday declared a 100m 
radius of Powerlite Electricals at 
Ernakulam Market junction and 
ward eight of Parakkadavu 

panchayat as containment zones. It was after 
a staffer of Powerlite Electricals tested 
positive for Covid 19 that the district 
administration declared the area as a 
containment zone. “We are tracing the primary 
contacts of the person. Since he is a resident of 
Thrissur, his travel history needs to be traced. 
Within a few days we will prepare the final 
list,” said S Sreedevi, Additional District 
Medical Officer. Meanwhile, ward eight of 
Parakkadavu panchayat was declared a 
containment zone after a 13-year-old girl who 
arrived from Madhya Pradesh tested positive 
on Friday. “Other four family members of the 
13-year-old girl also tested positive on 
Saturday,” Sreedevi added.

As of now, we are 
investigating. We 

have found out 
that many 

staffers of the 
company stay 

near the building 
itself and that it is 

a thickly 
populated area

Health official

Most of us live by selling lottery 
tickets, soap powder and other 
materials on three-wheel 
scooters. This continuous price 

hike has hit us hard. Considering our plight, 
the Union government should announce a 
subsidy for differently-abled persons.  
— Rajeev Palluruthy, state secretary, AKWRF

Bleeding India
An initiative where a 

collective of Tiktok users 
donate blood to the IMA 
blood bank to mark their 

dissent against the 
constant fuel price hike

CUSAT: Financially-backward students  
can apply for reservation

Kochi: Students from financially-backward families, who 
have applied for various courses under CUSAT, can now apply 
for reservation. This facility, as per the governent order, is for 
students belonging to the general category. For details, visit 

https://admission.cusat.ac.in/. 

Kudumbashree launches 
‘Cafe Corner’ at airport

Kochi: Kudumbashree Mission has launched ‘Cafe 
Corner’ at airports in the state to provide food and 
beverages to passengers at nominal rates. District 
Collector S Suhas inaugurated the first cafe at the 

airport on Saturday. Kudumbashree units of Kunnukara 
and Choornikkara panchayats will manage the Cafe 

Corner at the airport. “Though there is health risk 
involved in the initiative, we are giving priority to social 

commitment,” said Suhas.

EXPRESS READ

Vennala HSS organises  
online competitions

Kochi: Vennala GHSS organised online competitions for 
students in connection with National Reading Day. The 

winners of the online essay writing and book 
introduction competition have been announced. In 

addition, a online magazine making competition has 
begun. Around 130 students had participated in the two 

competitions. ‘Vennala’s children in these changing 
times’, was the topic for the essay writing competition. 
Prizes were sent via post to the winners’ home address.

Shashi Tharoor @ShashiTharoor  

The lives of our martyred jawans should not have been lost in vain. 
Some key questions for the Govt, not about blame for what has 
happened but about the current situation — & what India will do 
about it. #SpeakUpForOurJawans #ShaheedonKoSalaamDivas

TWEET OF 
THE DAY

A screenshot of the online 
enrolment ceremony held by 
the Bar Coucil  of Kerala


