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New Delhi: With the embers
of  a festering family feud over
terms of  the 12-year-old Kir-
loskar family settlement re-
fusing to die, the Supreme
Court on Thursday told the
warring siblings, their family
members and the companies
under their wings that if  they
want to resolve disputes
through mediation under for-
mer SC judge Indu Malhotra,
it has to encompass all issues. 

“There cannot be a half-
way measure. One cannot say
this or that company will not
be party to mediation. All
companies under all brothers
have to be party to the media-
tion. If  all sides are agreeable
to this, then good. If  not, then
we will pass interim orders,”
said a bench of  Chief  Justice
N V Ramana and Justices A S
Bopanna and Hima Kohli. 

This observation came af-
ter Sanjay Kirloskar’s coun-
sel A M Singhvi pointed out
that his other brothers have
violated the Deed of  Family
Settlement (DFS) to acquire
companies to compete with
his core business — manufac-
ture of  pumps. “Now, they say
that since those companies

were not part of  the DFS, they
would not be party to the
mediation. This would yield
no result,” he said. 

Appearing for the compa-
nies and the other brothers,
senior advocates Shyam Di-
van and Ritin Rai, told the
court that those three compa-
nies are listed companies
with independent directors
and hence cannot be forced to
join mediation without a
proper board decision. How-
ever, they said that all broth-
ers are agreeable to mediation
under Justice Malhotra. 

The bench put its foot
down and said, “Whether
there is any nexus between
the brothers and those three
companies can be looked into
by the mediator. All compa-
nies have to join mediation for
a comprehensive settlement.
Let the mediator decide who
are essential parties to the
mediation and settlement.
Otherwise it will be an incom-
plete mediation.” Rai said he
would respond back after tak-
ing instructions from his cli-
ents. The SC posted the matter
for hearing on December 1. 

The Kirloskar family feud
is over implementation of  the
DFS relating to the assets of
the 133-year-old corporate

group, the richest family-held
group of  companies where
the chasm runs deep between
Sanjay on one side and all oth-
er family members on the oth-
er. Sanjay, the CMD of  Kirlos-
kar Brothers Ltd (KBL), fa-
mous for manufacturing
pumps which are a household
name, has moved the SC to
quash a Bombay High Court
order directing arbitration,
instead of  civil suit filed by
him at Pune, for implementa-
tion of  the September 11, 2009
DFS. He has sought a direc-
tion to his brothers — Atul
(CMD of  Kirloskar Engine
Oils Ltd) and Rahul (CMD of
Kirloskar Pneumatic Compa-
ny Ltd) — and all other family
members to submit to the civil
court at Pune.

Sanjay claimed that dis-
putes arose a year after sign-
ing of  the DFS as his other
brothers and their spouses
sold their shares in KBL to
Kirloskar Industries Ltd in
breach of  the settlement. In
2017, Atul and Rahul, who
were managing Kirloskar Oil
Engines Ltd, breached the
non-compete clause and ac-
quired La-Gajjar Machiner-
ies Pvt Ltd and started manu-
facturing and advertising for
submersible pumps, the

bread and butter of  KBL. He
said he had persuaded Vijay
Kelkar to mediate between
the warring family members
for a settlement but it failed.

He said in 2017, Kirloskar
Proprietary Ltd was incorpo-
rated, with equal partnership
of  all members of  all branch-
es of  the Kirloskar family, to
hold and protect all trade-
marks of  the Kirloskar
Group. He said Atul and Ra-
hul, in league with Gautam
Kulkarni and their family
members, ousted Sanjay Kir-
loskar from KPL by not sup-
porting/voting for his re-ap-
pointment. 

Frustrated, Sanjay filed a
civil suit in June 2018 for im-
plementation of  the 2009 DFS
in letter and spirit, restrain
other group companies from
competing in pump manufac-
ture business, and sought
damages to the tune of  Rs 750
crore from Atul and Rahul for
breach of  non-compete clause
in the DFS by acquiring La-
Gajjar Machineries and ad-
vertising submersible
pumps, one of  the mainstays
of  KBL, owned by Sanjay.

Sanjay, his wife and two
children moved the SC chal-
lenging this order of  the Bom-
bay HC. 
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New Delhi: Three years after
it was initiated, the Delhi Fo-
rest and Wildlife Department
has dropped the plan to control
the surging monkey popula-
tion in the capital through la-
paroscopic sterilisation, ac-
cording to officials. 

The plan to use an immuno-
contraceptive vaccine, which
can make monkeys sterile, will
remain off  the table till there
is enough concrete evidence
on its efficacy and long-term
effects, they said.

The department, however,
is preparing a proposal to con-
duct a monkey census with the
help of  the Wildlife Institute of
India (WII) and train monkey
catchers, employed by civic bo-
dies, at the Dehradun facility.

The decisions were taken
last week at a meeting of  the
Enforcement Committee set
up by the Delhi HC. PTI

Sterilisation 
of monkeys

stopped in Delhi

New Delhi: The special in-
vestigation team, which had

investigated
nine major
cases related
to the 2002
post-Godhra
riots in Guja-
rat under the

supervision of  the apex
court, on Thursday said it
had done a thorough probe
into the allegations levelled
by Zakia Ahsan Jafri and
Teesta Setalvad about a
larger conspiracy involving
then chief  minister Naren-
dra Modi and found them to
be baseless.

Appearing for the SIT, se-
nior advocate Mukul Rohatgi
told a bench of  Justices A M
Khanwilkar, Dinesh Ma-
heshwari and C T Ravikumar
that Jafri’s original com-
plaint in 2006 was about 30-40

pages levelling various alle-
gations about every ruling
party politician, bureaucra-
cy and police being involved
in the larger conspiracy,
which meant that the state
had turned against its people.

Rohatgi said over the
years, allegations have be-
come wilder and bulkier,
with the 2018 protest petition
before the SC seeking fresh
investigations into the alle-
gations now running into
hundreds of  pages. 

“The complainant is dri-
ven by Setalvad and her NGO

to make such wild allega-
tions. Nonetheless, the SIT
assiduously investigated
each and every allegation,
made recommendations for
prosecution of  many who
had earlier been left out of
the dragnet of  law, but found
their allegations about a
larger conspiracy founded on
the statements of  three taint-
ed or disgruntled police offi-
cers — R B Sreekumar, Rahul
Sharma and Sanjiv Bhat,” he
said.

For the full report, log on to
ww.toi.com

Jafri driven by Teesta to
make wild allegations: SIT

Hyderabad: The farmers’ ag-
itation will continue till their

demands, in-
cluding a legal
guarantee for
MSP, are ful-
filled and also
until the Cen-
tre holds par-

leys with them, Bharatiya Ki-
san Union (BKU) leader Ra-
kesh Tikait said here on
Thursday. BKU national spo-
kesperson said the BJP gov-
ernment announced repeal-
ing of  the three farm laws, but
it will not solve the issues.

Tikait and other farmer
leaders took part in a ‘Maha
Dharna’ organised by All In-
dia Kisan Sangharsh Coordi-
nation Committee (AIKSCC)-
Telangana unit here, marking
one year of  the countrywide
agitation by the famers
against the three contentious
agri laws.

Reacting to Telangana
Chief  Minister K Chandra-
sekhar Rao’s announcement
of  ex-gratia of  Rs 3 lakh each
to the kin of  around 750 farm-
ers, who died died during the
protests, Tikait said the Cen-
tre should also provide ex-gra-
tia to them.

The central government
should discuss with the farm-
ers the issues relating to seed
bill, pesticide, implementa-
tion of  recommendations of
the M S Swaminathan Com-
mittee, he said. PTI

Tikait: Stir will
continue till
all demands
are fulfilled

Agartala: An estimated
75.04% of  over 4.93 lakh vo-
ters exercised their franchise
till 4 pm for elections to Tripu-
ra’s 14 civic bodies on Thurs-
day amid allegations of  poli-
tical violence by opposition
camps.

Officials in the State Elec-
tion Commission (SEC), ho-
wever, said no clash or voting
machine-related problem
was reported from the poll-
bound areas.

Polling began at 7 am and
continued beyond 4 pm, as
electors stood in long queues
outside voting booths, the of-
ficials said, adding that the
turnout is set to increase by
the end of  the day.

Members of  opposition
TMC and the CPI(M) claimed
that their workers and sup-
porters were attacked and
stopped from casting their vo-
tes. During the day, TMC lea-
der Subal Bhowmik along
with party workers staged a
sit-in here, accusing the State

Election Commission of  favo-
uring the ruling BJP.

He alleged that booth jam-
ming and other intimidatory
tactics were used to prevent
voters from exercising their
franchise. “People’s verdict
will not be reflected when the
results are announced. Unfa-
ir means were used to con-
duct the voting process. The
police and election commis-
sion officials sided with the

ruling party,” he told repor-
ters.

“At least five party mem-
bers were attacked and many
supporters were prevented
from casting their votes. The
police simply stood by as si-
lent spectators.”

Leaders of  the opposition
CPI(M) also said that polls we-
re rigged by “BJP-sheltered
goons”. CPI(M) state secreta-
ry Jitendra Chowdhury alle-
ged “I have never witnessed
such mayhem during civic
elections. Despite lodging se-
veral complaints with the
SEC, no measure was taken to
hold free and fair elections.” 

Another woman leader of
the CPI(M), Phulon Bhatta-
charjee, said voters were thre-
atened of  consequences if  fo-
und entering the polling bo-
oths. “In my long political ca-
reer, I have never seen such
anarchy. Voters are being
openly threatened...” she ex-
claimed. 

The ruling BJP, however,

denied all allegations.
“The TMC and the CPI (M)

are making baseless allega-
tions as they know well that
they would be defeated. Elec-
tions were held in a festive
spirit,” BJP spokesperson
Nabendu Bhattacharya sta-
ted.

The saffron party has alre-
ady won 112 of  total 334 seats
uncontested in Agartala Mu-
nicipal Corporation (AMC)
and 19 other civic bodies in
the state. 

Polling is being held in 222
seats across six nagar pan-
chayats, seven municipal co-
uncils and AMC. Counting of
votes will be held on Novem-
ber 28.

The Supreme Court had
on Thursday directed the
Union Ministry of  Home Af-
fairs to provide two additio-
nal companies of  the Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPF)
to secure the polling booths
during the Tripura civic
polls. PTI

75% turnout in Tripura civic polls,
oppn parties alleges violence

Sitapur (UP): Defence mini-
ster Rajnath Singh on Thurs-
day said the Centre withdrew
its agriculture laws as the BJP
is “sensitive” towards far-
mers.

He also attacked the oppo-
sition Congress and the Sam-
ajwadi Party (SP), saying his
party can never “fire bullets”
on farmers and “Ram
bhakts”.

Rajnath made the state-
ment addressing a convention
of  BJP booth presidents, days
after Prime Minister Narend-
ra Modi announced to repeal
the laws.

Attacking Samajwadi Par-
ty, he said it believes in divisi-
ve politics as they talk about
Pakistan founder Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah, who is re-
sponsible for the Partition of
the country. Even the Muslim
fraternity had condemned the
SP for this, he said, in an appa-
rent reference to a remark by
SP chief  Akhilesh Yadav in an
election rally. PTI

Rajnath: BJP can
never fire shots

at farmers

Chennai: The Madras high
court has ruled that the caste
of  a person remains unchang-
ed after getting converted
from one religion to another,
and based on the same, no in-
ter-caste marriage certificate
can be issued.

Justice S M Subramaniam
gave the ruling while dismis-
sing a writ petition from S
Paul Raj of  Salem Camp in
Mettur taluk, last week.

The petition sought to qu-
ash an order dated June 19,
2015 of  the Salem district ad-
ministration and consequ-
ently direct the authorities
concerned to issue the inter-
caste marriage certificate to
him. The petitioner belonged
to the Adi-Dravida communi-
ty. As he converted to Christi-
anity, he was issued with a

community certificate classi-
fying him as Backward Class
as per a GO of  the Social Wel-
fare Department dated July
30, 1985. 

He married a woman be-
longing to the Hindu Arun-
thathiyar community.

The wife of  the petitioner
was given the community cer-
tificate as Scheduled Caste as
per the provisions of  the SC/
ST (Amendment) Act, 1976.
While so, petitioner, relying
on a GO of  the Personnel and
Administrative Reforms de-
partment dated December 28,
1976, submitted an applica-
tion for grant of  inter-caste
marriage certificate for avai-
ling the benefits of  priority in
public employment. 

By the June, 2015 order the
Salem district administra-

tion rejected the plea. Hence,
the present petition.

The judge noted that in
this case the petitioner be-
longs to Christian Adi-Dravi-
dar, which is also a Schedule
Caste community and follo-
wing his conversion, he was
issued with the Backward
Class certificate. The wife of
the petitioner, admittedly is
from the Scheduled Caste. 

The very purpose and
object of  issuance of  inter-
caste marriage certificate is
to provide certain welfare
schemes and in such circums-
tances the classification of
various castes as Backward
Class, Scheduled Caste, Most
Backward Class and others
cannot be a ground to claim
inter-caste marriage certifi-
cate, the court stated. PTI

Conversion to other religion no
ground for inter-caste cert: HC

New Delhi:The Supreme court on Thursday said it will list for
hearing a PIL challenging the validity of two ordinances under which
the tenure of the directors of CBI and Enforcement Directorate can
now be extended by up to three years after the mandated term of
two years. A bench comprising Chief Justice N V Ramana and
justices A S Bopanna and Hima Kohli took note of the submissions
that the PIL on the issue is yet to be listed for hearing. PTI

SC to hear PIL challenging ordinances on
power to extend tenure of CBI, ED chiefs

Voters wait in line to cast their
votes in the local polls in Agar-
tala on Thursday

PTI
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