
New Delhi: Political leaders cutting
across parties celebrated the Nation-
al Press Day on Tuesday and said
media must uphold the cardinal prin-
ciples of  journalism which includes
avoiding sensationalism and focus on
curbing the menace of  fake news.

Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu
said the role of  media in providing accu-
rate news assumes more importance in
the present climate of  fake news.
“Media must always uphold cardinal
principles of  journalism and avoid sen-

sationalism ” he said on Twitter.
Union I&B minister Anurag Tha-

kur said the media must reflect on its
role to and keep the menace of  fake
news in check. “National Press Day is a
day to reflect upon the role of  media and
the press in raising the issues that mat-
ter to the citizens of  India. The media is
a watchdog and has a key role to play in
the vibrant democracy of  India…I call
upon my friends from media to make all
efforts to curb the menace of  fake news
and fake narratives,” he said. TNN

On Nat’l Press Day, netas call to
curb fake news, sensationalism
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday ruled that
constitutional courts can-
not interfere in daily rituals
and practices in a temple on
the basis of  a writ petition
and said that if  any devotee
is aggrieved by any defi-
ciency or violation of  ritu-
als she/he has to file a civil
suit or approach an appro-
priate forum seeking relief.

“If  a devotee is aggrieved
by non-performance of  any
daily ritual properly or de-
viation from daily practices
in a temple, he/she can file a
civil suit or approach an ap-
propriate forum for griev-
ance redressal. The HCs and
the SC cannot deal with it,”
said a bench of  Chief  Justice
NV Ramana and Justices A S
Bopanna and Hima Kohli.

However, the apex court
clarified that if  a Devaswom
Board or temple administra-
tion is failing in its duty to
make proper arrangements
for the devotees or indulging
in maladministration of  the
temple, then a devotee could
be permitted to seek redres-

sal of  her/his grievances be-
fore the HCs or the SC
through a writ petition.

The ruling came on a pet-
ition filed by Srivari Dadaa,
who had accused the Tiru-
mala Tirupati Devaswom
(TTD) Board of  deviating
from daily rituals. The And-
hra Pradesh HC had on Janu-
ary 5 rejected the petitioner’s
PIL and said, “procedure of
conducting rituals is the ex-
clusive domain of  the Devas-
thanam and cannot be a mat-
ter of  adjudication unless it
impacts secular or civil
rights of  others”. TTD is an
independent trust that man-
ages temples including the
famous Lord Venkateshwa-
ra Swamy temple, in AP. Da-

daa has alleged that the tem-
ple authority has been per-
forming sevasin a “wrongful
and irregular procedure”.

Agreeing with the HC,
the CJI-led bench said, “ the
constitutional courts can’t
start interfering with daily
rituals of  the temple and its
customs and practices as it
is not judicially managea-
ble. Can we manage daily
puja? Which law mandates
that constitutional courts
can interfere in daily ritu-
als. Can we dictate to temple
authorities how a coconut is
to be broken in front of  the
deity? Can we tell the priests
how to carry out aarti? This
appears to be a publicity in-
terest litigation.”

SC: Aggrieved
Devotee Can

File A Civil Suit

‘SC, HCs can’t interfere
in daily temple rituals’
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New Delhi: In an oblique ref-
erence to the previous UPA gov-
ernment attacking the federal

auditor over its
controversial
reports on allo-
cation of  2G
spectrum and
coal blocks, 
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Tuesday
said there was a time when au-
diting in the country was lo-
oked upon with apprehension
and dread with “‘CAG vs gov-
ernment’ becoming the com-
mon thought of  our system”.

“But today, this mindset
has changed. Today, audit is be-
ing considered as an impor-
tant part of  value addition,”
the PM said after unveiling a
statue of  Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel at the headquarters of
the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) here. Stating
that the relationship between
the government and the audi-
tor has changed because his
government has nothing to
hide, Modi said, “Earlier, due to
lack of  transparency in the
banking sector, various wrong
practices were followed. The re-
sult was that Nonperforming
assets of  banks kept increa-
sing... and were brushed under
the carpet. However, we put the
truth of  the previous govern-
ments in front of  the country.”

Earlier, auditor
was looked at

with dread: PM
takes dig at UPA
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BJP is set to retain Ut-
tar Pradesh with a
comfortable majority

in the state assembly elec-
tions due early next year, a
Times Now-Polstrat opin-

ion poll has projected. 
BJP is projected to win

239 to 245 of  the 403 seats,
with the Samajwadi Party
finishing a distant second
with 119-125 seats, though
more than doubling its 2017
tally. BSP is projected to lose
a significant share of  its
votes to both SP and BJP and
finish third with around 30
seats, while Congress could

end up with five to eight
seats, not very different fr-
om the seven it won in 2017.

If  the projections turn
out to be accurate, Yogi Ad-
ityanath would become the
first chief  minister in Ut-
tar Pradesh to serve two

consecutive terms. 
The opinion poll in-

dicated strong support
for the Yogi govern-
ment’s hard-line ap-
proach on law and or-
der as well as, to a lesser
extent, for its legal
route to countering
‘forced’ conversions.
On the Citizenship
Amendment Act, how-
ever, opinion was more
equally divided, with
nearly half  of  the re-
spondents seeing the
Yogi government’s de-
fence of  it as an attempt
to promote communal-
ism. The poll also sug-

gests that BJP’s charge of
“Muslim appeasement”
against SP and Congress
has found resonance among
the respondents.

The opinion poll was
conducted between Novem-
ber 6 and November 10 with
a sample size of  9,000 re-
spondents. The margin of er-
ror for the data is 3% with a
confidence interval of  95%.

BJP to retain UP,
SP to be distant
second: Survey

Party 2017 
tally

2022 
forecast

BJP 312 239-245

SP 47 119-125

BSP 19 28-32

Congress 7 05-08

Others 18 0-1

‘CONG AT 4TH SPOT’

The SC on Tuesday emphasised the need to increase the notio-
nal income under Motors Vehicles Act which is the basis for

calculating the compensation to family member of a non-earning
person who lost life in a road accident and said that it is the duty
of the government to fix it keeping in mind the present cost of
living, reports Amit Anand Choudhary. The notional income was
fixed at Rs 15,000 annually in 1994 and somehow, the same is
continuing in the statute without any amendment for the last 27
years. The inflation rate since has gone up manifold resulting in
depreciation in the value of the rupee but the notional income has
not been increased and the compensation is being calculated on
the basis of that income. While allowing a plea for enhancement
of compensation for the death of a five-year old in a road accident
in 2004, a bench of Justices R Subhash Reddy and Hrishikesh Roy
increased the notional income to Rs.25,000 annually and awarded
total compensation of Rs 4.7 lakh to the family.

Hike ‘notional income’ for computing
road crash compensations: SC to govt
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New Delhi: The home minis-
try has allowed all applica-
tions and information related
to registration of  foreigners
in India to be submitted to the
registration officer through
the electronic mode.

A new rule has been added
to the Registration of  Foreign-
ers Rules, 1992, providing reg-
istration reports of  foreign-
ers to be submitted electroni-
cally. Any application or infor-
mation under the rules can be
filed online , after which the
registration officer will verify
its genuineness. Only if  nec-
essary will the applicant or in-
formant be called for a person-
al appearance for the purpose
of  this rule. 

“The purpose of  the amend-
ed rules is to ease travel and
stay by foreigners in India by
eliminating the outdated pro-
cedures and replacing them
with digitised formats. The ini-
tiative fits in with the ‘ease of
living’ and ‘ease of  doing busi-
ness’ theme of  the Modi gov-
ernment,” said a spokesperson
for the ministry. The latest
amendments in the Registra-
tion of  Foreigners Rules, 1992,
according to a gazette notifi-
cation dated November 12,
omits Rule 7(1) specifying the
procedure of  registration and
to whom the registration re-
port must be presented.

Govt now takes
foreigners

registration
process online
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Mumbai: NCP spokesperson
Nawab Malik on Tuesday
stepped up his drive against
Narcotics Control Bureau zon-
al director Sameer Wankhede
and alleged the officer had
shielded drug mafia and fash-

ion designer Kashiff Khan.
Sharing a series of  What-

sApp chats between K P Gosavi,
the independent witness of  the
NCB in the cruise drug raid
case, and an informer, Malik al-
leged that the chats showed
they were planning to trap peo-
ple on the ship. The chat men-
tioned Kashiff Khan, and he
was identified as a suspect. Yet,
he was not arrested by the NCB,
Malik said. “Wankhede must
come clean about his relations
with Khan and explain to the
people as to why he was allowed
to go and innocent persons ar-
rested and sent to jail,” he said. 

Malik ups ante,
says Wankhede
of NCB shielded 

drug mafia

The SIT of Mumbai police, pro-
bing the allegations of extor-

tion by an NCB witness for relea-
sing Shah Rukh Khan’s son Aryan
in the cruise drug case, is likely to
summon the actor’s manager
Pooja Dadlani for the second
time to record her statement. TNN

SIT fresh summons
likely for SRK aide
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