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Ahmedabad: The next ti-
me you use a pathology la-
boratory for medical diag-
nosis, be sure to verify that
the reports are certified by
a qualified pathologist.

While numerous patho-
logy laboratories have
sprung up in the last 18
months due to the Covid
pandemic, many of  them
are run by unqualified pro-
fessionals, which is not on-
ly unlawful but also in vio-
lation of  Supreme Court di-
rectives.

According to Dr Dilip
Dave, president of  the Guja-
rat Association of  Patholo-
gists and
Microbiolo-
gists, there
1,800-2,000
laboratori-
es in the state that are run
by qualified professionals
who hold an MD Pathology
degree or a diploma in Cli-
nical Pathology, which are
done after MBBS.

“Compared to this, there
could be about 5,000 labora-
tories in Gujarat that are
not following the Supreme
Court directive of  2017, ac-
cording to which only an
MD pathologist or MD mi-
crobiologist doctor can ex-
amine, authorize and sign
pathology laboratory re-
ports,” said Dr Dave.

Dr Rajendra Lalani, a
pathologist and past presi-
dent of  the association said
they raised the issue of  pat-
hology labs being run by
unqualified persons many

times but in vain.
“Just like crackdowns

on quacks, the administra-
tion should ensure that pat-
hology laboratories which
are key to disease diagnosis
are run by qualified profes-
sionals,” said Dr Lalani.

Experts say a large num-
ber of  pathology laborato-
ries in the state are owned,
run and operated by labora-
tory technicians, who need
to work under the supervi-
sion of  pathologists. More-
over, these technicians also
seem to be authorized to
sign reports without the
presence of  pathologists,
according to the associa-

tion.
Many

qualified
professio-
nals are

allegedly involved in certi-
fying pathology lab reports
without personal supervi-
sion and allowing private
laboratories to use scanned
copies of  their signatures.

“It has come to our noti-
ce that some pathologists
working at government col-
leges are also involved in
these unlawful practices by
‘selling’ their signatures to
private laboratories,” said
a medical expert. In one in-
stance, the signature of  a
pathologist working at a go-
vernment hospital was
used by nine different labo-
ratories in Vadodara, Kar-
jan, Bodeli, Halol and other
places, which shows the se-
verity of  the issue, the ex-
pert said.

Lalani said the associa-
tion filed a review petition
in the Supreme Court on the
grounds that the apex co-
urt’s orders were not being
followed.He said that in ma-
ny instances, pathologists
were just signatories for re-
ports, for which they char-
ge huge fees. “They charge a
lab between Rs 15,000 to Rs
20,000 a month to use their
signature in reports,” said
Lalani.

Such laboratories often
“tie up” with qualified pro-
fessionals who “sell” their
signatures and authorize
technicians, sometimes qu-
alified BSC- MLT and many
times with no qualifica-
tions at all, to use their na-
mes and signatures on re-
ports. 

This practice is ram-
pant, he said, and prevails
across the country. Signatu-
res of  pathologists on lab
reports make it difficult for
patients to get legal redress
at consumer courts, he furt-
her said.

“Laboratory reports
play an important part in
health diagnostics. There
are cases, such as for low
platelet counts, where pat-
hologists verify the figures
shown by the machine. The
issue at hand is that in the
absence of  a pathologist,
there can be loopholes in
the report which can com-
promise treatment of  pati-
ents,” said Dr Mehul Shah,
secretary of  the Gujarat
chapter of  the Indian Medi-
cal Association.
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Crack Down On
Such Facilities,
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Experts say a large number 
of pathology laboratories in
Gujarat are owned, run and 
operated by laboratory 
technicians, who need to work
under the supervision of 
pathologists

VIOLATING APEX
COURT ORDER

Ahmedabad: Even as state
and central governments
push for the adoption of
electric vehicles (EVs) thro-
ugh policy initiatives and
subsidies, the EV demand
has failed to change gears
because charging stations
are still inadequate in Guja-
rat. 

According to the data
tabled in the Parliament by
the Union ministry of  po-
wer, Gujarat has only 27 pub-
lic charging stations. The
state currently has about
13,270 active electric vehi-
cles.

Charging infrastructure
is a pre-requisite for EV
adoption. But the number of
public charging stations in
Gujarat is dramatically lo-
wer than in various other
states such as Delhi (322),
Maharashtra (88), Uttar Pra-
desh (108), and Tamil Nadu
(94).

The Gujarat Electric Ve-

hicle Policy 2021 provides a
subsidy of  up to Rs 20,000 for
EVs in the two-wheeler cate-
gory, Rs 50,000 for three-whe-
elers, and up to Rs 1.5 lakh
for cars. 

Over and above this, even
the central government has
extended subsidies under
Faster Adoption and Manu-
facturing of  Hybrid and
Electric Vehicles (FAME)-II.

The subsidy is based on the
battery capacity.

Dealers said that the li-
mited number of  public
charging stations across Gu-
jarat is one of  the major pro-
blems in selling EVs, parti-
cularly cars.

Interestingly, EV sales in
Gujarat reported at least a
tenfold growth in November
with 1,755 vehicles sold this

year against 149 sold last ye-
ar, according to the data of
Federation of  Automobile
Dealers’ Association (FA-
DA). In the recently conclu-
ded Navratri-Diwali festive
season, 2,471 EVs were sold
across Gujarat — up 846%
against the sale of  247 EVs
during last year’s festive se-
ason, according to FADA’s
data.

“Most of  these vehicles
are two-wheelers. The pro-
portion of  car sales is signi-
ficantly less. The main rea-
son is poor charging infrast-
ructure here,” said Pranav
Shah, chairman, Gujarat re-
gion, FADA. “People buy
two-wheelers largely to
commute within the city. Ho-
wever, car buyers always
consider travelling over
longer distances.” Shah ad-
ded: “With limited charging
infrastructure, car sales are
still relatively muted.”

Industry stakeholders
emphasized the need to im-
prove charging infrastruc-
ture and to set up more pub-
lic charging stations to pro-
pel EV sales.

“Customers want to in-
vest in EVs particularly be-
cause of  the subsidy and les-
ser cost of  ownership as
compared to vehicles powe-
red by petrol and diesel,”
Shah said. “However, becau-
se of  inadequate charging
infrastructure, reluctance
prevails among customers.”

Only 27 EV public charging stations in Guj
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PUBLIC CHARGING 
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR EVs

State Public Charging 
Stations

Delhi                     322

Uttar Pradesh          108

Tamil Nadu         94

Maharashtra        88

Telangana      65

Karnataka      58

Kerala     57

Haryana     55

Gujarat  27

UNITS SOLD

Ahmedabad: The Gujarat
high court on Monday direc-
ted the Bavla municipality
in Ahmedabad district to
initiate measures to set up a
sewage treatment plant and
stop discharge of  sewerage
into private farms. If  the
municipality is unable to do
so in four weeks, the Guja-
rat Pollution Control Board
(GPCB) would disconnect
the municipality’s power
and water supply, said the
HC.

The HC told the munici-
pality that it cannot be per-
mitted to discharge untrea-
ted sewage water into priva-
te lands. The court also no-
ted in its order that in the
past the GPCB conducted an
inspection and advised the
civic body to set up an in-
frastructure for treatment

of  the sewage. However, the
municipality has not been
able to set up the treatment
plant for want of  funds. The
municipality has also app-
roached the state govern-
ment to grant funds so that
it can address the problem.

A resident of  Bavla, Naj-
ruddin Vohra, had filed a pe-
tition in the high court
complaining about the mu-
nicipality discharging se-
wage water into private fi-
elds without treating it. He
has sought a solution to the

problem.
The high court has taken

up the issue of  discharge of
improperly treated sewage
into the Sabarmati river by
the sewage treatment plants
in Ahmedabad city. When
inquiries revealed that tra-
de effluents were illegally
discharged into the sewera-
ge network leading to corro-
sion of  treatment plants,
the HC directed the Ahmed-
abad Municipal Corpora-
tion (AMC) to start identify-
ing and disconnecting the
industrial units’ drainage
connections, where efflu-
ents are released in sewage
lines. The drive has been un-
derway for past one month.

Till Saturday, the AMC
had disconnected 360 con-
nections of  private indust-
rial estates in the city. These
estates, each housing aro-
und 40 units.

Bavla officials told to build STP in 4 months
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Despite GPCB direction, the municipality has not been able to set up
the sewage treatment plant due to lack of funds

TOI

Ahmedabad: Gold prices
have gone downwards soon
after touching a peak of  Rs
50,400 per 10g in the Ahmed-
abad market. 

The price of  the yellow
metal hit Rs 49,400 per 10g on
Tuesday, down by Rs 1,000
over five days. 

Analysts say gold prices
are volatile in the interna-
tional market after the re-
cent statement from the US
Federal Reserve and expec-
tations of  higher interest ra-
tes, due to which internatio-
nal gold prices rallied and
then fell swiftly. Gold decli-
ned by Rs 600 in a day against
Monday’s price of  Rs 50,000
in the local market.

Gold prices
decline from
Friday’s peak
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Rajkot: Junagadh police bus-
ted a gang involved in com-
mitting cyber fraud with big
companies and siphoning off
huge amounts from their
bank accounts. The gang
from West Bengal had recent-
ly transferred Rs 49 lakh from
the bank account of  a Juna-
gadh company. 

The cyber crime cell of  Ju-
nagadh police received a
complaint from the owner of
a ball bearing company in
GIDC about the fraud on De-
cember 5. In his complaint,
Hitesh Solanki said the com-
pany had a current account in
aprivate bank. The gang secu-
red the net banking ID and
passwordand also used the
owner’s fake Aadhaar card to
buy a duplicate SIM card to
get the OTP (one time pass-
word) during transaction. 

The gang, thereafter,

transferred Rs 49 lakh in
three different bank accounts
initiating eight RTGS trans-
actions using the netbanking
credentials. This amount was
later transferred in 12 other
bank accounts and with-
drawn by using ATM cards
and self  withdrawal cheques
from banks’ branches in West
Bengal. 

Junagadh SP, Ravi Teja
Vasamsetty told TOI, “They
sent a person of  similar appe-
arance to get a duplicate SIM
card on fake Aadhaar details.
They transferred the amount
to the accounts most of  them
in West Bengal and Delhi.” A
police team went to Bengal
and arrested Suklal Talukdar
and Basudeb Bacchar in who-
se accounts a portion of  the
fraud amount had been trans-
ferred. They used to get of  Rs
2,000 per Rs 1 lakh to allow the-
ir accounts to be used. The
mastermind is still at large.

Junagadh firm loses
`̀49L in cyber fraud

Accused Suklal Talukdar and Basudeb Bacchar were arrested by
Junagadh police from West Bengal
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