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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday expressed
concern over the ongoing le-
gal battle between former
Mumbai top cop Param Bir
Singh and the Maharashtra
government, terming it a
"messy state of  affairs" and
also a "very unfortunate sit-
uation". The top court also
stayed all proceedings
against Singh -- probe and fil-
ing of  charge sheet -- till
March 9.

A bench comprising Jus-
tices Sanjay Kishan Kaul and
M.M. Sundresh said: "We
have had occasion to say ear-
lier that it is a messy state of
affairs. Very unfortunate sit-
uation...having the propen-
sity of  shaking the confi-
dence of  people in the police
system and the elected sys-
tem. Process of  law must car-
ry on..."

The top court has posted
the petition by Singh seeking
protection from coercive ac-
tion by the Mumbai Police in
the cases registered against
him for final disposal on
March 9.

The bench also asked the
Maharashtra government to
completely keep its hands off
with regards to the ongoing
investigation till the top
court decides Singh's plea to

transfer all cases against
him to the CBI.

The bench remarked that
if  it were to be inclined to
pass an order of  transferring
the cases to CBI, investiga-
tion being completed would
cause problems. Senior Ad-
vocate Darius Khambata,
representing the Maharash-
tra government, assured the
bench that in all senses the
matter will be on hold, and
the court took it on record.

The bench noted: "We
have now put down matter
for final hearing and if  we
were to be inclined to pass an
order as per what the CBI and
petitioner says, investiga-
tion being completed would
cause problems."

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, representing the CBI,
said all the FIRs must come
to the central investigating
agency. Senior advocate Pu-

neet Bali, representing
Singh, complained against
the Maharashtra govern-
ment. Bali said the state gov-
ernment has filed challans in
one of  the FIRs. "They have
presented challan in one of
the FIR's. This is absolutely
going out of  hands," said Ba-
li.

After hearing arguments,
the bench said it will take a
call as to whether the investi-
gation is to be transferred to
the CBI or not.

The bench was hearing a
plea by Singh against the
Bombay High Court judg-
ment passed in September
last year.

The high court dismissed
Singh's plea challenging the
two inquiries ordered by the
home ministry for allegedly
violating service rules and
corruption charges, as non-
maintainable. IANS

Asks State To Keep Investigation Against IPS Officer In Abeyance

Battle between PBS & Maha a
messy state of affairs, says SC

Mumbai: Upset about suffer-
ing losses in the share market,
a 24-year-old man committed
suicide by shooting himself
with a country-made pistol at
his apartment in the western
suburb of  Bandra here, police
said on Tuesday. The incident
took place in Sai Dham Socie-
ty in Bandra (east) on Monday
morning, an official said.

Mayank Jayesh Gala alleg-

edly shot himself  in the head
with a country-made pistol
while his brother was asleep
in the same room, he said. The
victim's brother woke up to
the sound of  a gunshot and
found him lying in a pool of
blood, the official said.

The victim was taken to a
nearby hospital, where he was
declared dead before admis-
sion, he said. PTI

Man shoots himself dead after
suffering losses in share market

A Supreme court bench comprising
Justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul and 
M M Sundresh has posted 
the petition by Singh seeking 
protection from coercive action by
the Mumbai Police in the cases
registered against him for final
disposal on March 9

Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court on Tuesday granted in-
terim protection from arrest
to former NCB Mumbai Zone
Director Sameer Wankhede
till February 28 in connection
with the liquor licence case.

The case pertains to Wank-
hede furnishing wrong de-
tails about his birth for get-
ting a liquor licence.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment didn't tell the court
whether they were going to
take coercive action against
Wankhede or not.

On February 20, at around
8 p.m., the Thane Police had
filed an FIR against Wank-
hede at Kopri Police Station,
post which he moved the High
Court.

"Wankhede is the owner of
Sadguru Family Restaurant
and Bar, which is situated in
Vasi. On October 29, 1997, the
licence to serve liquor at the
bar was obtained. Wankhede
allegedly furnished fake in-
formation regarding his date
of  birth," a Thane police
source said. IANS

Wankhede gets
interim relief
from arrest

Patna:The political fraterni-
ty in Bihar on Tuesday
racked its brains on Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar's wor-
thiness for the post of  the
President of  India, which is
to fall vacant in a few months
from now.

The ball has been set roll-
ing by Maharashtra leader
Nawab Malik who said that
his party, headed by Sharad
Pawar, was ready to back the
JD(U) leader for the country's
highest constitutional office
if  the latter snapped ties with
BJP.

When Kumar was ap-
proached by journalists, he
replied with folded hands
"This matter is not at the back
of  my mind". There was no
reaction so far from BJP, his
ally in Bihar which rules the
Centre with majority in Lok
Sabha but may have to de-
pend heavily on the support
of  other parties to get a candi-
date of  its choice elected as
the president.

The tenure of  President
Ram Nath Kovind ends in Ju-
ly. The electoral college com-
prises members of  both
houses of  Parliament besides
legislative assemblies of
states and union territories.

There were mixed reac-
tions from the RJD, founded
and headed by Kumar's arch
rival Lalu Prasad, on the
chief  minister's name doing
the rounds for the top job in
the country. Prasad's maver-
ick elder son Tej Pratap Ya-

dav questioned how could a
"murder accused" be elected
to the top post.

He was referring to a near-
ly three decades old case in
which Kumar has been ac-
quitted by Supreme Court.

Upset over his father's
conviction in yet another fod-
der scam case, he declared
petulantly "Lalu ji will be-
come the prime minister".
RJD spokesmen Mrityunjay
Tiwari and Shakti Yadav
came up with a more nuanced
response.

Tiwari said, "As a Bihari I
will be proud" if  a leader from
the state became the presi-
dent but alleged that Kumar,
"once seen as prime minister
material by Laluji himself"
had lost his credibility fol-
lowing his realignment with
BJP.

Shakti Yadav recalled Ku-
mar's own stance in the last
two presidential elections
when he had supported can-
didates fielded by coalitions
opposed to the ones he was

part of.
The JD(U) leader had sup-

ported Pranab Mukherjee,
despite then being with the
NDA, and supported Kovind,
who was fielded by the BJP,
though he was then in the
Grand Alliance which in-
cluded RJD and Congress.

Yadav added tongue in
cheek, "The president is su-
preme commander of  the
armed forces. If  people start
getting elected to such a post
with the backing of  a PR
agency then the country is
definitely headed for inter-
esting times".

The jibe was aimed at
Prashant Kishor, famous po-
litical strategist and a former
aide of  Kumar who had met
the Bihar chief  minister dur-
ing his recent Delhi trip.

The JD(U) is, predictably,
gratified with the hubbub
and state minister Shravan
Kumar, a confidant of  Kumar,
ebulliently asserted that the
Bihar chief  minister "de-
served" to be at the top. PTI

Nitish Kumar as Prez? Bihar
politicos rack their brains

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar addresses an event in Bhagalpur on Tuesday

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will address
a webinar on Wednesday on
the focus of  the Union Bud-
get on water and sanitation.

Jal Shakti Minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat
and ministers of  state for
Jal Shakti Prahlad Singh
Patel and Bishweswar Tudu
along with key stakeholders
from WASH, UN agency and
technical experts from the
domain will also participate
in the webinar.

After the prime minis-
ter's address, eminent peo-
ple from the water and sani-
tation sector, private sector
representatives and grass-
root stakeholders will share
their views on budget and
impact created by providing
safe drinking water in rural
homes.

Apart from the experts,
people from key resource
centres, which are empa-
nelled by the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion to train various stake-
holders, will provide their
suggestions on improving
implementation of  the mis-
sion, an official statement
said.

They will also talk about
their field experience, train-
ing imparted at different
levels to senior officials,
mid-level programme im-
plementers and ground lev-
el workforce. PTI

PM to address
webinar today
on water and

sanitation 

New Delhi: Three men who
had kidnapped a 19-year-old
by posing as policemen have
been arrested, with one of
them being caught while ac-
cepting ransom from the
teen's aunt, police said on
Tuesday.

The three accused have
been identified as Sajid (27),
Vakil (27) and Taibbhar Ali
(49), they said, adding that
two motorcycles and fake
police ID cards have been re-
covered from their posses-
sion.

To earn a quick buck, the
three accused planned to
kidnap the victim. On Feb-
ruary 18, the accused stop-
ped the victim and intro-
duced themselves as police
officers, Esha Pandey, Depu-
ty Commissioner of  Police
(Southeast) said.

"The accused told the
victim that they had re-
ceived a complaint against
him and asked the teen to
come with them to the Ja-
nakpuri police station.

"However, they took the
victim to Lohiya pul in
southeast Delhi and asked
him to call his aunt to bring
the ransom," she said.

The matter came to light
when the teen's aunt ap-
proached the police, inform-
ing them about the kidnap-
ping and the Rs 2 lakh ran-
som demand, officials said.

A case was registered
under section 364 (Kidnap-
ping or abducting in order
to murder), 506 (Puni-
shment for criminal intimi-
dation) and 34 (Acts done by
several persons in further-
ance of  common intention)
of  the Indian Penal Code at
Jaitpur police station, offi-
cials said. PTI

19-yr-old freed
after being

kidnapped by 
three fake cops

Kochi: The police on Tuesday
told the Kerala High Court
there was no legal bar or im-
pediment in further investiga-
tions into the 2017 actress as-
sault case because the trial
was at its fag end and that no
prior permission was re-
quired for it.

The submissions before
the court were made by the Di-
rector General of  Prosecution
(DGP) T A Shaji and Addition-
al Public Prosecutor P Na-
rayanan, representing the po-
lice, during the hearing of  ac-
tor Dileep's plea opposing fur-
ther probe.

The prosecution said fur-
ther probe can be carried out
anytime before verdict if  any
fresh material or evidence
comes to light. The DGP con-
tended there was no pre-plan-
ning between the investigat-
ing officer and director Bala-
chandra Kumar and there
was no connection between
them till the time the latter
made his revelation.

Recently, Kumar made
some revelations through the
media that there is evidence,
including digital ones, to
prove that Dileep had influen-
ced the witnesses.

The prosecution com-
menced its arguments after
submissions on behalf  of  the
actor and the victim in the
2017 case.

The victim, too, supported
the prosecution's decision to
carry out further probe say-
ing she wants a fair trial and
the truth behind the incident
needs to be revealed.

During the hearing, the
court asked the prosecution
whether it can complete the
probe by March 1 as the dead-
line for completion of  the trial

has been extended several
times by the Supreme Court.

In response, the prosecu-
tion said it needs more time as
several people have been ques-
tioned and data has been reco-
vered from the phones sub-
mitted by the actor.

Also, the DGP claimed
files had been deleted by the
actor from the phones submit-
ted in court.

He said he would inform
the court on Thursday as to
when the probe can be com-
pleted.

Dileep's lawyers would re-
spond to the submissions by
the prosecution on Thursday.

In the plea, the actor con-
tended that further investiga-
tions were not permissible as
a final report was filed in No-
vember 2017, charges were
framed in January 2020 and
only one prosecution witness
-- one of  the investigating offi-
cers -- remained to be examin-
ed.

The actress-victim, who
has worked in Tamil, Telugu
and Malayalam films, was ab-
ducted and allegedly molested
in her car for two hours by
some people who had forced
their way into the vehicle on
the night of  February 17, 2017,
and later escaped. PTI

No legal bar on further
probe into 2017 actress
assault case: Ker cops

The police made these submissions
during hearing of actor Dileep's
plea opposing further probe

TOI

Dehradun: Fourteen people
returning from a wedding, in-
cluding five women and two
children, died and two were
injured when a vehicle fell in-
to a deep gorge on the Sukhid-
hang-Dandaminar road in Ut-
tarakhand's Champawat dis-
trict, police said on Tuesday.

Their bodies were reco-
vered from the gorge after a
nearly 11-hour-long rescue op-
eration, Champawat Superin-
tendent of  Police (SP) Deven-
dra Pincha said.

Five women, a four-year-
old girl and a teenaged boy are
among the dead, he said. The
deceased also include a moth-
er-daughter duo, the SP said.

All of  them died on the
spot as the gorge was deep and
the car was badly damaged in
the accident on Monday
night, he said.

The two injured are being
treated at hospitals in Tanak-
pur and Champawat, the SP
said.

The authorities were in-
formed about the accident
around 3 am on Tuesday, after
which rescue teams were
rushed to the spot, an official
at the Champawat district di-

saster management office
said.

The vehicle was returning
from a wedding in Tanakpur
to Danda Kaknai village
when the accident occurred,
he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed grief  at the
loss of  lives in the accident
and announced an ex gratia of
Rs 2 lakh each from the Prime
Minister's National Relief
Fund for the next of  kin of
those killed and Rs 50,000 for

the injured.
Chief  Minister Pushkar

Singh Dhami condoled the
deaths in the accident.

Five more lives were lost
in separate accidents in Pauri
and Tehri districts on Tues-
day, the police said.

Three teachers were
killed near Kotdwar when the
vehicle in which they were
travelling fell into a gorge,
while two people died when
their car fell into a gorge near
Gooler in Tehri district. PTI

14 dead as vehicle falls into
deep gorge in Uttarakhand

Police and medical officials during a rescue operation, after a vehicle fell
into a gorge near Sukhidang Reetha Sahib Road, in Champawat, on Tuesday

PTI

Chennai:The DMK is clearly
on its way to make a clean
sweep of  the urban civic polls
in Tamil Nadu and has wrest-
ed the western region con-
vincingly, considered a bas-
tion of  the main opposition
AIADMK.

Buoyed by one more huge
electoral win, DMK workers
celebrated the victory across
the state by bursting fire
crackers, distributing sweets
and hailing party chief  M K
Stalin's leadership.

Though the DMK won the
2021 Assembly election and
formed the government, its
arch rival AIADMK had won
all the 10 Assembly seats in
Coimbatore region and for a
long time western Tamil Na-
du is seen as a fortress of  the
AIADMK. As per results
available and trends for this
region, the DMK's victory
score in urban civic polls has
crossed about 75 per cent
here.

Right after the last year's
Assembly win, the DMK has
been focussing on the west-
ern areas and the party ap-
pointed Minister V Senthil
Balaji hailing from the Karur
in the region as party in-
charge for Coimbatore.

Many of  Balaji's support-
ers in social media hailed the
victory lauding him for the
turnaround in DMK's pro-
spects in this part of  the state.

Notably, the DMK has also
won in Thondamuthur town
panchayat, the home turf  of
former AIADMK Minister S P
Velumani, considered a
heavy weight in the region.
After decades, the ruling par-
ty has captured the Gobichet-
typalayam municipality, the
native of  another AIADMK
stalwart, KA Sengottaiyan.

Stalin who had asserted
that victory is sure and duty
and responsibility is more
said that the win in urban civ-
ic polls reflected the faith peo-
ple have on the DMK govern-
ment. PTI

DMK races towards clean
sweep in urban civic polls

DMK supporter celebrates as the
party wins in the urban local body
polls in Chennai on Tuesday

Mumbai: The Central
Bureau of  Investigation
(CBI), has lodged an FIR
against Kaushal Kishore,
a surveyor of  United In-
dia Insurance Company,
for allegedly demanding
Rs 15 lakh from one Lalit
Narayan Todi for giving a
positive report on an in-
surance claim.

The complainant who
lives in Hiranandani
Park, Thane (West), Mah-
arashtra was in need of
the insurance claim. A
fire had broken out at his
factory and caused exten-
sive damage. The com-
plainant suffered a huge
loss in the incident. He
had taken insurance cov-
er from United India In-
surance Company.

"We received a com-
plaint on February 14
from Lalit Narayan. He
had alleged that Kishore,
who works as a surveyor
with United India Insur-
ance Company, had been
demanding a bribe of  Rs
15 lakh from him.” IANS

CBI books
insurance
surveyor
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