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Ayodhya: Clad in saffron,
Acharya Satyendra Das, head
priest of  Ramjanmabhoomi
temple in Ayodhya, settles
down on a wooden charpoy at
his Satya Dham Ashram and
throws up an intriguing ob-
servation.

“Mandir ka kaam toh shu-
ru ho gaya... par Hindu abhi
bhi ek nahi hua... jatiyon mein
bikhra hua hai...rajneeti inko
ek nahi hone degi (The work of
the temple has begun, but Hin-
dus haven’t united. It is still di-
vided into different castes.
Politics will not allow them to
come together),” he said.

Das’ assertion is presum-
ably a loud and clear message
from the most prominent Hin-
dutva nerve centre, even as UP
moves into fifth phase of  elec-
tions. This will be the first
election after the temple town
witnessed conclusion of  a
centuries-old title dispute
over Ramjanmabhoomi-Ba-
bri Masjid land, when the Su-
preme Court decided in fa-
vour of  the temple in 2019. BJP
moved in swiftly with PM Mo-
di laying the foundation of  the
temple the very next year on
August 5, 2020.

Ayodhya, experts insist,

has been scaling new vertices
in Hindutva politics, which
BJP pursued since early nine-
ties, when the Ram Temple
movement peaked. The city
assumed centre-stage, when
BJP came to power in 2017 and
Yogi Adityanath was sworn in
as the CM. From getting its
name changed from Faizabad
to Ayodhya to hosting a grand
Deepotsav on Diwali to get-

ting an international airport
and a new township ‘Naya
Ayodhya’, the town grabbed
global attention.

Barely a kilometre away
from Das’ ashram, the Ram
Janmabhoomi site bustles
with visitors – nearly 12,000 ev-
ery day – as heavy-duty earth-
movers place large delicately
cut stones around a vast
ground, where an imposing

Ram Temple is expected to
come up in the next couple of
years. The mammoth construc-
tion is being executed under
the direct watch of  Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Teerath Kshetra, a
trust formed by the govern-
ment on direction of  the apex
court.

“It’s a joyous ending to a
protracted struggle,” main-
tained Das, who started as a
priest of  Ram Lalla Virajman
in March 1992, months before
kar sewaks razed the disputed
structure on December 6, 1992.

There is a deep sense of an
“achievement” among locals.
“We expect a monumental
change with the coming up of
the temple,” said Ram Prasad
Pandey, a shopkeeper near Ka-
nak Bhawan. “Ayodhya is now
a place, which everyone con-
nects easily,” said another
shopkeeper, Gopal Maurya.

The city attained a con-
suming political fervour even
as BJP toyed with the idea of
fielding Yogi Adityanath from
Ayodhya Sadar seat — a move
that could potentially set up a
spiralling narrative from the
Hindutva hot spot. BJP even-
tually fielded its sitting MLA,
Ved Prakash Gupta, from the
seat. He will face SP’s Pawan
Pandey who attained the so-
briquet of  a ‘Giant Killer’. 

Ayodhya readies to vote in 1st
polls since landmark verdict

BJP MLA Hopes To Retain ’17 Margin, SP Challenger Says ‘Wait & Watch’

AYODHYA (Sadar)
 Sitting BJP MLA Ved Prakash 

Gupta in fray

 SP fields Pawan Pandey, known 
as ‘giant killer’

BIKAPUR 
 BJP fields Amit Chauhan, in 

place of sitting MLA Shobha Singh
 SP candidate is Feroz Khan

MILKIPUR (Reserved)
 BJP’s sitting MLA Baba  

Gorakhnath back in fray

 SP fields Awadhesh Prasad, 
a Dalit
GOSAINGANJ 

 BJP fields Aarti Tiwari, wife of 
jailed sitting MLA Khabbu Tiwari

 SP candidate is Abhay Singh, 
who has a tainted past
RUDAULI (Muslim-dominated seat) 

 BJP retains two-time MLA 
Ramchandra Yadav

 SP fields Anand Sen Yadav, 
replacing Rushdie Miyan, who 
switched over to BSP

FIVE SEATS IN HINDUTVA NERVE CENTRE

A narrow lane leading to the 
Ram Janmabhoomi in Ayodhya

BJP MP from Jammu Jugal Kishore Shar-
ma had sought Suchetgarh, which as per
the delimitation proposal was to be

merged with R S Pora, to be restored as a stan-
dalone assembly constituency and R S Pora to
be included in Jammu (South) assembly con-
stituency. As for doing away with the pro-
posed renaming of  Inderwal assembly con-
stituency as Mughal Maidan, both the NC and
BJP MPs unanimously asked for the original
name to be retained. The restoration of  these
assembly constituencies may require a slight
readjustment and redrawing of  their bounda-
ries. The return of  Habba Kadal assembly

constituency may involve replacing the new
Srinagar (South) assembly segment pro-
posed in the draft, though the composition
may more or less remain the same. With Su-
chetgarh back on the constituency map, R S
Pora may now form part of  the Jammu
(South) assembly constituency. Local BJP
members had been protesting against the pro-
posed merger of  Suchetgarh into R S Pora as-
sembly seat. 

The delimitation commission — which
has retired Supreme Court judge Ranjana
Prakash Desai as its chairperson and chief
election commissioner Sushil Chandra and
J&K state election commission chief  as its ex-
officio members TNN

Boundaries may be redrawn for
restoration of 2 constituencies

The Prime Minister re-
iterated his long-
standing conviction

that the differences be-
tween Russia and the NATO
group can only be resolved
through honest and sincere
dialogue. The Prime Minis-
ter called for concerted ef-
forts from all sides to return
to the path of  diplomatic ne-
gotiations and dialogue,"
the PMO said on the Modi-
Putin conversation.

"The leaders (Modi and
Putin) agreed that their of-
ficials and diplomatic
teams would continue to
maintain regular contacts
on issues of  topical inter-
est," the PMO said. 

The telephonic conver-
sation came amid insist-
ence by France that India
shed its neutrality and join
the global condemnation of
Russia for ordering an as-
sault on Ukraine.

Earlier in the day, the
PM reviewed the worsening
Russia-West stand-off  with
members of  the Cabinet
Committee of  Security
against the backdrop of  a
surge in crude and com-
modity prices amid the fear
of  military conflagration at
a time when the world con-
tinues to struggle with the
challenge of  the pandemic
and the resultant disrup-
tions. TNN

PM reviews
worsening

Russia-West
stand-off

It would be mere semantics if, in fact, it has
no relationship to independence of  the
members or the chairperson of  the tribu-

nals. 
Independence would be affected, only if

the tenure; or terms and conditions, are such
that the executive is able to control the will of
the member or the chairperson of  the tribu-
nal. With judicial dominance in the search-
cum-selection committee (SCSC) which rec-
ommends the continuance or re-appoint-
ment of  members, whether for four years or
five years, these fears are unfounded,” the
Centre said.

“Neither the executive nor Parliament
can be deprived of  their right to make laws de-
claring policy, as otherwise the constitution-
al requirement of  separation of  powers will
stand violated by the judicial pronounce-
ments. This is the very reason why Parlia-
ment has no choice other than to assert its
constitutional right under the rule of  law as
otherwise even the dividing line between gov-
ernance and judicial adjudication or deci-

sion-making would stand obliterated. 
This is the distressing position in which

Parliament would be driven to yield the con-
stitutional right to make laws for the country
through deciding upon the policy, based on
the will of  the 534 elected representatives of
the people which, in fact, reflects the will of
the people.

The SC had struck down the Tribunal Re-
forms Ordinance in July last year by two to
one majority but within a month, the govern-
ment pushed a BIll in Parliament to enact a
law on the lines of  the Ordinance, thus an-
nulling the SC verdict to set the stage for a ju-
diciary-executive showdown.

The enactment of  the Tribunal Reforms
Act immediately after the striking down of
the ordinance of  a similar nature, was severe-
ly criticised by a bench headed by CJI N V Ra-
mana, who had last said, “What we saw re-
cently is — an ordinance, which was struck
down by court, was made into an Act. I have
not come across any debate which has taken
place in Parliament. We have absolutely no
problem that the legislature has the right and
prerogative to make any law. TNN

‘Neither executive nor Parl can be deprived
of their right to make laws declaring policy’

Pratapgarh: Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh Yadav
on Thursday urged people to defeat the government which
increased inflation, corruption, snatched jobs of  youth and
destroyed farmers.

“The government which has increased inflation, corrup-
tion, snatched jobs, destroyed farmers, made the labourers
walk for miles, failed to give medicines and ruined police, will
you not remove it from power,” he said attacking BJP.

“It is only inflation, corruption which has been doubled
in the double-engine government. Will you not teach them a
lesson?" the SP president said addressing an election meet-
ing in Kunda. Kunda is the constituency which has been
electing Rahguraj Pratap Singh alias Raja Bhaiya, known
as a 'Bahubali', continuously since 1993.

Akhilesh Yadav, without naming Raja Bhaiya, said the
constituency seems to be ready to remove those “who are
encroaching it for long”.

The SP chief  had a fall out with Raja Bhaiya after the Ra-
jya Sabha election in 2018.

This is the first time in 15 years that the SP has fielded its
candidate against Raja Bhaiya, who though has contested
as independent in the past, is in fray this time to retain the
seat as candidate of  his Jansatta Dal he floated in 2018.

He also cautioned people against falling for perks being
offered to them.

“I have heard that all tricks are being used to secure vic-
tory. All bad things are being said, maybe threats could also
be issuedm as also allurement. Do not fall prey to it.”

He attacked the BJP for filing “fake” cases against peo-
ple and obstructing any good work being done. PTI

BJP snatched jobs of youths,
destroyed farmers: Akhilesh 
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